
National
Aboriginal Day
Thousands participated in a
Walk for Reconciliation and
other activities at Victoria
Park in Saskatoon, marking
National Aboriginal Day.
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Film journey
Faith and films have been
lifelong obsessions for

acclaimed
director
Martin
Scorsese,
and this
year, at the
Catholic
Media

Conference in Quebec City,
he was presented with a life-
time achievement award for
excellence in filmmaking.
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Treaty flag
A Treaty Four flag was
raised in front of the newly
opened Sacred Heart
Community School in
Regina June 20. Elder Denis
Omeasoo explained that the
flag, essentially a spiritual
symbol, represents peace
and making treaty.
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Mass for 
the unborn
A mass for the victims of
prenatal and perinatal death
— whether by miscarriage,
stillbirth, abortion, or other
causes — was celebrated by
Prince Albert Bishop Albert
Thévenot, M.Afr., in the
town of Rosthern, Sask.
Organizers stressed that it
was not an abortion issue,
but a time for healing.
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Table ministry
If the kitchen table could
talk, how many stories
could it share, asks Tom
Saretsky. “The kitchen table
feeds, comforts, consoles,
heals, builds, welcomes, and
provides. No wonder it
featured prominently in
Jesus’ ministry.”
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Canada at 150
This sesquicentennial year is
a good time to reflect on
what has been achieved, 
and what has not, on the 
historical record, warts and
all, writes Gerald Schmitz.
He reviews Charlotte Gray’s
The Promise of Canada.
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Pope cancels visit; makes donation instead
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By Carol Glatz

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
With a trip to South Sudan post-

poned indefinitely, Pope Francis
is sending close to a half-million
dollars to help two church-run
hospitals, a teacher training centre

and farming projects for families
as a way to show the people there
his solidarity and support.

Because a planned trip with
Anglican Archbishop Justin
Welby of Canterbury couldn’t
happen this year as hoped, Pope
Francis “wants to make tangible
the presence and closeness of the
church with the suffering people
through this initiative ‘The Pope
for South Sudan,’ ’’ Cardinal
Peter Turkson told reporters at a
Vatican news conference June 21.

“He fervently hopes to be able
to go there as soon as possible on
an official visit to the nation; the
church does not shut hope out of
such an afflicted area,” said the
cardinal, who is prefect of the
Vatican Dicastery for Promoting
Integral Human Development.

An official visit was meant to
draw the world’s attention to a
silent tragedy, give voice to those
suffering, and encourage conflict-
ing parties to make renewed and
greater efforts in finding a peace-
ful solution to the conflict, the
cardinal said.

Already in March, Pope Francis
had expressed doubts about the
possibility of making the trip, say-

ing in an interview with Germany’s
Die Zeit newspaper, that visiting
South Sudan would be “impor-
tant,” but that “I don’t believe that
it is possible.” The pope approved
the project funding in April, a
month before the Vatican an -
nounced the trip’s delay.

The initiative is meant to sup-
plement, support and encourage
the ongoing work of religious
congregations, Catholic organiza-
tions and international aid groups
on the ground that “generously
and tirelessly” help the people
and promote peace and develop-
ment, the cardinal said.

South Sudan became indepen-
dent from Sudan in 2011 after
decades of war. But just two years
after independence, political ten-
sions erupted into violence and
abuses. The fighting, displace-
ment, insecurity and drought have
led to large-scale hunger and mal-
nutrition across the country. It’s
estimated that 3.8 million people
have been displaced and at least
28 million are in need of food aid.

A papal donation of about
$200,000 will support a program 

— SOUTH SUDAN, page 15

By James Buchok

WINNIPEG — That Luther ans
and Catholics share a common
confession of faith, are bound by

the sacrament of baptism and are
nourished by the same Scriptures
make clear that the two share the
same foundations of Christian
faith, according to a professor of

theological studies.
“Lutherans and Catholics have

been rereading their common his-
tory and learning how far we have
come together on the path from
conflict to communion,” said Prof.
Matthew Robert Anderson of Con -
cordia University, Montreal, as he
addressed, via video, the fifth and
final ecumenical study session
sponsored by the Catholic and Lu -
theran Churches of Winnipeg com-
memorating the 500th anniversary
of the Refor m -
ation.

The study
sessions were
held at Lutheran
and Catholic
churches begin-
ning in February
and concluded
June 20 at First
L u t h e r a n
Church. Each
gathering carried
a different theme
connected to the
Commemoration
of the Reforma -
tion based on the
document, From
Conflict to
Commun i o n :
L u t h e r a n -
C a t h o l i c
C o m m o n
Commemora tion
of the Reformat -
ion in 2017, a
product of Lu -
theran and Rom -
an Catholic dia-

logue over the past 50 years, and
the theological agreement outlined
in The Joint Dec lara tion on the
Doc trine of Justifica tion, signed in
1999. 

The Winnipeg sessions were
titled “Commemorating the
Reformation,” “Conflict Breaks
Communion,” “From Conflict to
Communion,” “Growth in Com -
munion through Dialogue,” and 

— DIALOGUE, page 15

Catholics and Lutherans make joint commitments

Communicators must 
recognize value of words
By Carol Zimmermann

QUEBEC CITY (CNS) —
During the June 21 - 23 Catholic
Media Conference in Quebec
City, participants who received
tips throughout the four days on
writing, marketing, taking photos
and engaging in social media
were also urged to go back to the
basics and understand something
simple: the importance of words.

Words are not there to be ma -
nipulated but to provide an oppor-
tunity of grace, said Michael
Higgins, a Canadian author and
distinguished professor of Catholic
thought at Sacred Heart University
in Fairfield, Connecticut.

The author and academic point-
ed out that people today are con-
stantly barraged by a “tsunami of
language” from the moment they
get up and look at their phones or
television screens with news tick-
ers scrolling constant updates.

And because people are so
inundated by words all the time,
words that mean the most to them
are those that are most authentic,
he told Catholic communicators
in a keynote address June 23.

“We need to renew the word,
cleanse it and redeem it,” he told
the group, pointing out that the
Trappist monk Rev. Thomas
Merton, a poet, was fully aware of
this in his knowledge and re spect
for language and his realization
that it could be used to “shake us
out of complacency.”

Merton, held up as the ideal
model for communicators today,
“treasured the word,” said Higgins.
“He didn’t massage it; he chose the
right word because he knew that by
doing so he reverenced it.”

If Merton were alive today, he
undoubtedly would have some-
thing to say about fake news, too,
because Higgins said the monk
had “little stomach for the master
manipulators of the language.”

The keynote speaker, who is
the official biographer of Merton
and Rev. Henri Nouwen, said a
major part of Nouwen’s appeal
was that he was authentic, some-
thing that people immediately can
detect, he said, because they are
“hungering for a voice that can
speak to them.”

— READ, page 4

James Buchok
CATHOLICS AND LUTHERANS — Candles were
lighted to mark the commitments made between
Catholics and Lutherans at the fifth and final ecu-
menical study session sponsored by the Catholic
and Lutheran churches of Winnipeg commemorat-
ing the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. The
study sessions were held at Lutheran and Catholic
churches beginning in February and concluded
June 20 at First Lutheran Church.

Gerald Schmitz
CANADA CELEBRATES — There is celebration in Canada at 150
years, and rightly so. Notwithstanding ongoing challenges, today’s
Canada must be counted one of the world’s most fortunate countries,
writes Gerald Schmitz.



U.K. pharmacy promises conscience protections
By Simon Caldwell

MANCHESTER, England
(CNS) — In a U-turn of proposed
policy, Britain’s pharmacy regula-
tor has declared that Catholic
pharmacists should not be forced
to dispense lethal drugs against
their consciences.

The General Pharmaceutical
Council, the regulatory body that
sets professional standards for the
industry throughout the country,
has backed away from controver-
sial proposals to abolish the right of
people with religious convictions to
conscientiously object to dispens-
ing the morning-after pill, contra-
ceptives and hormone-blocking
drugs used by transsexual patients.

In new guidance issued June
22, it says: “Professionals have the

right to practise in line with their
religion, personal values or be liefs
as long as they act in accordance
with equalities and human rights
law and make sure that person-
centred care is not compromised.”

“It is important that pharmacy
professionals work in partnership
with their employers and col-
leagues to consider how they can
practise in line with their religion,
personal values and beliefs with-
out compromising care,” the
guidance said.

“This includes thinking in ad -
vance about the areas of their
prac tice which may be affected
and making the necessary arrange -
ments, so they do not find them-
selves in the position where a per-
son’s care could be compro-
mised,” it continued. “Pharmacy

professionals should keep in mind
the difference between religion,
personal values or beliefs, and a
professional clinical judgment.”

The initial proposals, published
by the council in De cember,
sought to “shift the balance” away
from the rights of pharmacists to
work according to their con-
sciences to “the needs and rights
of the person in their care.”

The plans were criticized by
the Catholic Bishops’ Conference
of England and Wales and the
Anscombe Bioethics Centre, a
Catholic institute serving the
Catholic Church in the U.K. and
Ireland as a threat to the religious
freedom of the pharmacists.

Anscombe warned the council
that Christians would be effec-
tively prohibited from practising

in the pharmacy profession.
Helen Watt, senior research

fellow for Anscombe, welcomed
the new guidance, but said that it
still went too far in trying to com-
pel pharmacists to act against
their consciences.

“It is good to see some mention
of employment rights and the posi-
tive role of ‘religion, personal val-
ues and beliefs’ in serving a diverse
population,” she said in a June 23
email to Catholic News Service.

“However, the guidance is still
very worrying in the extent to
which it expects pharmacists to
act against their values and
beliefs and their own professional
ethic,” she said. 

“That includes situations where

the pharmacist objects to a ‘ser-
vice’ which far from being health
care is positively harmful to
health,” she said, adding: “The
suggestion is still that the pharma-
cist should either refer for or some-
times even provide the very ‘ser-
vice’ to which he or she objects.”

The Christian Institute, an ecu-
menical group, said in a June 22
press release that the council rec-
ognized a pharmacist’s right to
freedom of thought, conscience
and religion was protected by
Article 9 of the European Con -
vention on Human Rights. 

The group had threatened to
mount a legal challenge against
the council if it scrapped con-
science protections.

By Junno Arocho Esteves

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Being a saint doesn’t require spend-
ing long hours in prayer, but rather
living life open to God in good
times and in bad, Pope Francis said.

Christians should live with the
“hope of becoming saints” and
with the desire that “work, even
in sickness and suffering, even in
difficulties, is open to God,” the
pope said June 21 during his
weekly general audience.

“We think that it is something
difficult, that it is easier to be de -
linquents than saints. No! We can
become saints because the Lord
helps us. It is he who helps us,”
he told the estimated 12,000 pil-
grims in St. Peter’s Square.

Pope Francis rode around in
his popemobile, stopping along
the way to greet pilgrims and kiss
babies. One child casually waved
goodbye to the pope as he was
handed back to his parents.

In his talk, the pope reflected
on the intercession of the saints,
who are “older brothers and sis-
ters who have gone along our
same path, (gone through) our
same struggles and live forever in
God’s embrace.”

“Their existence tells us above
all that Christian life isn’t an un -

attainable ideal. And together, they
comfort us: We are not alone, the
church is made up of innumerable
brothers and sisters, often anony-
mous, who have preceded us and
who, through the action of the Holy
Spirit, are involved in the affairs of
those who still live here,” he said.

Just as their intercession is
invoked in baptism, the pope con-
tinued, the church asks for their
help in the sacrament of marriage
so couples “can have the courage
to say ‘forever.’ ’’

“To live married life forever;
not like some who say, ‘as long as
love lasts.’ No, it is forever. On
the contrary, it is better you don’t
get married. It’s either forever or
nothing. That is why their pres-
ence is in voked in the nuptial
liturgy,” he said.

The lives of the saints, he con-
tinued, served as a reminder that
“God never abandons us” and in
times of trial and suffering, he
“sends one of his angels to comfort
us and fill us with consolation.”

There are “angels, sometimes
with a face and a human heart
because God’s saints are always
here, hidden among us,” the pope
said.

Another sacrament in which
the saints are invoked is holy
orders, in which candidates for

the priesthood lay prostrate on the
ground while the bishop and the
entire assembly pray the litany of
the saints, he said.

“A man would be crushed under
the weight of the mission entrusted
to him but, in feeling that all of
paradise is behind him, that the
grace of God will not fail because
Jesus is always faithful, he can go
forward serenely and refreshed.
We are not alone,” the pope said.

Pope Francis told the pilgrims
that Christians need saints who
lived their lives “aspiring to char-
ity and brotherhood” because
without them, the world would
not have hope.”

“May the Lord give us the
grace to believe so profoundly in
him that we become images of
Christ for this world,” he said.

Before the general audience,
Pope Francis met with members
of the U.S. Pro Football Hall of
Fame, including Dallas Cowboys
owner Jerry Jones, who will be
inducted into the prestigious asso-
ciation Aug. 5.

“As many of you know, I am
an avid follower of ‘football,’ but
where I come from, the game is
played very differently!” the pope
said, referring to the fact that
“football” refers to the game of
soccer in most parts of the world.

Holiness means being open to God: pope
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Dozens of priests resign
from Indonesian diocese

JAKARTA, Indonesia (CNS)
— Dozens of Indonesian priests
have quit their posts after accus-
ing a bishop on the Catholic ma -
jority island of Flores of embez-
zling more than $100,000 of
church funds for personal use.

Ucanews.com reported that at
least 69 priests from Ruteng dio-
cese submitted letters of resigna-
tion in mid-June, quitting their
posts as episcopal vicars and
parish priests, and demanded that
Bishop Hubertus Leteng heed
their calls for a complete overhaul
of how the diocese is run.

Leteng told reporters June 12
that he did not want priests to
leave their posts, but stepping
down “was their free choice.”

“If you love the church, you
must create calm among people,”
he said. The bishop refused to
comment about the allegations
against him.

Rev. Marthen Chen, spokes -
person for the priests, said the
overhaul is desperately needed
“so the church can be truly in line
with the guidance of the Holy
Spirit.”

“We demand renewal in pas-
toral work as well as in church and
financial management,” Chen told
reporters, without elaborating.

Some priests told ucanews.com
they were forced to take action be -
cause previous attempts at dialogue
with Leteng had gone nowhere.

“We would not have done this
had there been a positive response

to our demands,” said a member
of the priests council who asked
not to be named.

The priest claimed that last
year, Leteng secretly borrowed
$94,000 from the Indonesian
bishops’ conference in Jakarta and
$30,000 from the diocese, but
failed to provide an accountability
report.

He also said that, in a meeting,
Leteng told priests that the money
was used to finance the education
of a youth from a poor family
who was studying to be a pilot in
the United States. When the
priests asked for details, the bish-
op told them that it was none of
their business, he said.

Last year, 112 of 167 diocesan
priests signed a letter of no confi-
dence in the bishop, according to
the priest, who spoke on condition
of anonymity. The priests suspect
the money went to a woman with
whom the bishop is alleged to be
having an affair, he said.

In 2014, a priest who claimed
to know about the alleged affair
left the priesthood and went pub-
lic with the allegations.

At the time, the bishop called
the allegation “slanderous.”

Another priest — who also
wanted anonymity — confirmed
that the bishops’ conference in -
vestigated the case, and a report
was submitted to the Vatican.

“However, the Vatican has not
taken action yet,” he told ucanews.
com

CNS/Javier Barbancho, Reuters
WORLD REFUGEE DAY — People march during a June 17 protest to commemorate World Refugee Day
in Madrid, Spain. World Refugee Day is observed annually June 20.

CNS/L’Osservatore Romano via Reuters
CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES — Pope Francis greets young
refugees during a conference on families and adolescent education at
Rome’s Basilica of St. John Lateran.



By Kiply Lukan Yaworski

SASKATOON — In the midst
of a month of reconciliation
activities in the city of Saskatoon,
the National Aboriginal Day cele-
bration June 21 at Victoria Park
stood out, with thousands partici-
pating in a “Rock Your Roots”
Walk for Reconciliation.

In an initiative known as Rec -
onciliation Saskatoon, the city of
Saskatoon, the Office of the Treaty
Commissioner (OTC), the
Saskatoon Tribal Council (STC),
and the Central Urban Métis
Federation Inc. (CUMFI) — along
with 54 other supporting organiza-
tions — have been working to fur-
ther the conversation about truth
and reconciliation, in response to
the Calls to Action from the
national Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (TRC). 

The 58 organizations worked
together to launch and highlight a
series of activities in June that
have included the raising of the
reconciliation flag at city hall
June 15, and the second annual
“Rock Your Roots” Walk for
Reconciliation on National Abo -
riginal Day.

Elders, veterans, and residen-
tial school survivors were joined
by school children, representa-
tives of community and religious
organizations, families, Cana -
dians of every background and

ethnicity, and newcomers to the
community in the walk down
19th Street and Spadina Crescent,
creating a colourful parade of
flags, yellow reconciliation ban-
danas and T-shirts. 

The reconciliation walk con-
cluded at Victoria Park, where a
program of prayer, drumming,
speakers and entertainment con-
tinued into the afternoon.

STC Vice Chief Mark Arcand
acknowledged the residential
school survivors present at the
event, and asked those present to
let them know they are loved —
something they did not hear or
experience in residential school,
he said.

CUMFI president Shirley
Isbister, in turn, acknowledged all
descendants of residential school

survivors, and noted the impor-
tance of the children and youth
participating in the events of the
day. “For me, it is really, really
important to have our children
here,” she said, pointing to the
importance of learning respect for
each other and for all cultures.

Led by Harry Lafond of the
Office of the Treaty Commis -
sioner, the crowd stood with
raised arms, calling out: “We are
all treaty people, walking togeth-
er in reconciliation.” 

Lafond also encouraged those
in attendance to “take the risk and
reach out to someone you don’t
know,” stressing the diversity of
the community. “We need to cele-
brate that diversity. Every en -
counter is an enrichment to you
and to your identity.”

Other speakers included MP
Sheri Benson, who spoke about a
private member’s bill calling for
National Aboriginal Day to be a

statutory holiday in Canada, one
of the TRC’s recommendations. 

MLA Eric Olauson thanked
organizers and participants for the
event and spoke about provincial
responses to the TRC Calls to
Action, including mandatory
treaty education now being
offered all students, from kinder-
garten to Grade 12.

Saskatoon Mayor Charlie
Clark acknowledged that the
gathering was being held on
Treaty 6 territory and the tradi-
tional homeland of the Métis
“here on the banks of the South
Saskatchewan that binds this
whole community together.” 

Reconciliation is a matter of
head, heart and hands, Clark said.
“It starts in our heads when we
learn about residential schools
and the pass system and those
things that have not been about
true treaty relationships and it
moves into our hearts when we
open our hearts and look inside
ourselves and say, ‘Maybe I need
to think differently,’ ” he de -
scribed. “Then it moves into our
hands to take action.”

Standing with Isbister, the
mayor also announced a plan to
place a large sculpture in Victoria
Park entitled “Where Our Paths
Cross,” in an area of the park that
will be known as Reconciliation
Circle.

Other speakers included Police
Chief Clive Weighill, Fire Chief
Morgan Hackl, Judge David Arnot
of the Saskatchewan Human
Rights Commission, newly elected
president of the Métis Nation of
Saskatchewan Rebecca Major,
Saskatoon Indian and Métis
Friendship Centre executive direc-
tor Gaylene Poulin.

After lunch was served to the
crowd, the entertainment and pre-
sentations continued, along with a
variety of children’s activities
near several teepees set up in the
riverside park. 

National Aboriginal Day celebrated in Saskatoon
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Demand is growing to 
clear refugee backlog
By Michael Swan
The Catholic Register

TORONTO (CCN) — Canada
welcomed World Refugee Day on
June 20 with at least 45,000
already-sponsored refugees scat-
tered across the globe, stuck wait-
ing as long as four years while
their ready-and-willing sponsors
in Canada marvel at the willing-
ness of government bureaucracy
to squander their dedication, faith
and goodwill.

“Canada tries to claim a leader-
ship role in terms of refugee issues
and they aren’t playing that role,”
John Sewell, former Toronto
mayor and co-ordinator of
Canada4Refugees, told The Cath -
olic Register.

With backing from Canadian
Conference of Catholic Bishops
president Bishop Douglas Crosby
and refugee advocates such as
Romero House co-founder Mary
Jo Leddy, Canada4Refugees and
the Archdiocese of Toronto’s
Office for Refugees (ORAT) have
teamed up to demand Ottawa
clear a backlog of 45,000 to
55,000 refugees by June 30, 2018. 

Thousands of privately spon-
sored refugees have completed the
application process, including med-
ical and security checks. They
merely await final, formal approval
and a plane ticket. At the other end,
parishes and families anxiously
wait to welcome refu gees they
committed to guide and support
two, three or four years ago. 

Immigration, Refugees and
Citizenship Minister Ahmed
Hussen has promised to clear the
backlog over three years, but the
sponsoring groups don’t like the
way he’s doing it.

After taking in more than
46,000 refugees in 2016 — a 136
per cent increase over 2015 —
Hussen is trying to bring down
the number of refugees left in
bureaucratic limbo by severely
limiting the number of new spon-
sorships. Instead of processing
more refugees faster, the govern-
ment plans to turn off the tap at
the source while the pipeline
gradually drains over three years.

ORAT director Martin Mark
has heard this plan before, starting 
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Reconciliation needs more work: nuncio
By Deborah Gyapong

OTTAWA (CCN) — Much
more needs to be done when it
comes to reconciliation with
Canada’s indigenous peoples,
said Canada’s apostolic nuncio.

“As we approach the celebra-
tions marking the 150th anniver-
sary of Confederation this July, we
all have to go back to school to
examine a page of history and rec-
ognize that, while many positive
benefits came from the evolution
of Canada as a nation, there were,
along the way, difficulties and fail-
ings,” Archbishop Luigi Bonazzi
told diplomats, political represen-
tatives, church officials from vari-
ous faiths and friends attending a
June 22 reception at the Apostolic
Nunciature in Ottawa.

He referred to Pope Francis’
recent meeting this spring with
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
during which the prime minister
discussed the Truth and Recon -
ciliation Commission and the
Catholic Church’s role in running
Indian residential schools. 

“Pope Francis has spoken out on
other occasions about these painful
realities, as did the popes before
him, acknowledging that, in the
work of evangelization, the legiti-
mate aspirations as also the cultural
inheritance and profound dignity of
persons and communities were not
always accorded due respect and
honour,” the nuncio said. “Much
more needs to be done in the work
of Truth and Reconciliation.”

“During the course of his visit
the prime minister once again
expressed the desire of Canadians
from coast to coast that this coun-
try can open its doors to welcome
Pope Francis in the not too distant
future, the cherished hope of us

all,” Bonazzi said. 
Bonazzi painted a portrait of

who Pope Francis is as a man, as
Jorge Mario Bergoglio, based on
an interview he did with Rev.
Antonio Spadaro for Civiltà
Cattolica in 2005. Pope Francis
described himself as “a sinner,”
the nuncio said. “I am a sinner
whom the Lord has looked upon.”

The pope also told Spadaro that
upon his election to the papacy he
said: “I am a sinner, but I trust in
the infinite mercy and patience of
our Lord Jesus Christ, and I accept
in a spirit of penance.” 

“From this self-awareness and
that definition of self that Pope
Francis gives, it is easy to under-
stand why, since the first days of his
pontificate, he seems interested in
only one theme: mercy,” Bonazzi
said. “Mercy is the code for deci-
phering the pontificate of Pope
Francis. He is firmly convinced that
the mercy of God embraces not
only personal situations but also the

events of this world, the events of
society, human groups, families,
peoples and nations.”

“Precisely for this reason,
nothing and nobody is ever lost,”
he said. “The human being is
never irretrievable. No situation is
impermeable to the subtle and
irresistible power of the goodness
of God, which never abandons
man and his destiny.”

“Truth is actualized in fullness
only in mercy,” the nuncio said.
“Indeed, the last word of history
and life is not that of conflict but
of unity, to which the heart of
every human being aspires.”

Bonazzi spoke of the daily
work of the Holy Father, of
“open ing doors, building bridges,
establishing contacts, maintaining
friendships, promoting unity”
with all from “the great and pow-
erful of the world and with the
poor, with special preference for
the poor, the homeless, the lonely
and the unwanted.”

CCN/D. Gyapong
RECEPTION IN OTTAWA — Apostolic Nuncio Archbishop Luigi
Bonazzi greets guests at a June 22 reception on the grounds of the
Apostolic Nunciature in Ottawa.

Kiply Yaworski
NATIONAL ABORIGINAL DAY — Harry Lafond of the Office of the Treaty Commissioner and platform
guests led the crowd in a refrain of “We Are all Treaty People” during a program at Victoria Park on
National Aboriginal Day June 21 in Saskatoon. The celebration began with a Walk for Reconciliation
involving thousands of participants of every age and background.



By Michael Swan
The Catholic Register

TORONTO (CCN) — Three
days and nearly two dozen
lawyers arguing constitutional law
and doctors’ rights versus the rules
of their regulatory body before a
three-judge panel has left Chris -
tian Medical and Dental Society
executive director Deacon Larry
Worthen “cautiously optimistic.”

Five dissenting Christian doc-
tors who all object to abortion,
chemical birth control, petri-dish
human fertilization and assisted
suicide have asked the court to
strike down a 2015 College of
Physicians and Surgeons of On -
tario rule that forces them to pro-
vide an “effective referral” for ser-
vices they reject on the basis of
their religious faith or conscience.

“The court certainly heard our
arguments,” Worthen told The
Catholic Register on June 15 out-

side the courtroom as lawyers
shook hands and dispersed in the
hallways of historic Osgoode Hall.

The trial before the Ontario
Court of Justice was likely the first
leg in a battle all the combatants
expect will end in the Supreme
Court of Canada. The judges
reserved their decision without
committing themselves to a dead-
line for what promises to be a
lengthy written decision.

“If we lose, we’ve lost the abil-
ity to practise medicine in accord
with our Christian principles,” said
Worthen. “Christian physicians
will be practising with a cloud
over their heads.”

Practising medicine is a privi-
lege and not a right, argued CPSO
lawyer Vicki White.

“They chose to enter a profes-
sion where their professional
obligations are bound to conflict
with their personal religious
beliefs,” she said.

While the dissenting doctors
may feel their Charter rights to
freedom of religion and freedom
of conscience have been violated
by the college’s policy, the col-
lege’s responsibility to protect the
public and ensure access to legal
medical services outweighs the
doctors’ feelings, White said.
Leaving vulnerable patients on
their own to figure out how and
where to obtain an abortion, re -
ceive a prescription for birth con-
trol pills or get access for medical
assistance in dying is bound to
leave them without the care they
believe is necessary, said White.

“Ontario’s health care system is
opaque, complicated and difficult
even for the most resourceful of
citizens,” White said. “It is the
duty of the physician to advocate
for that patient.”

While the college’s forced
referral policy may violate reli-
gious freedoms in a “trivial and
insubstantial” way, the policy bal-
ances such harm to doctors against
the needs of vulnerable patients,
said the Attorney General of
Ontario’s lawyer Josh Hunter. 

“These are profoundly impor-
tant and deeply personal choices
for patients,” Hunter said. “The
public interest requires that doc-
tors take the minimal step to struc-
ture their practices such that vul-
nerable patients are not left to nav-
igate the health care system with-
out the help of their trusted doc-
tor.”

Much of the CPSO and the
provincial government’s argument
rested on a one-page “fact sheet”
that outlined various ways in
which doctors could meet the
effective referral standard. Not all
of them included a formal, written
referral.

But the alternative methods
outlined in the CPSO fact sheet
are either vague or impractical for
many physicians, argued Christian
Medical and Dental Society law -
yer Albertos Polizogopoulos. 

Whatever fuzzy language the
college may substitute for referral
— “connect a patient with another
physician” or “directly matched
with a non-objecting physician” —
what the college is requiring of doc-
tors constitutes “material co-opera-
tion with evil,” Polizogopoulos
said.

“We don’t challenge that the
college has the right to enact poli-
cy,” he said. “We challenge that
they cannot exceed their authority
and they cannot violate the
Charter.”

A fact sheet posted to the CPSO
website more than a year after the
policy was enacted and well after a
legal challenge was launched does
not get the college off the hook for
any direct violation of the freedom
of religion and freedom of con-
science guarantees in the Charter
of Rights and Freedoms, argued
Polizogopoulos. 

“The expectation and the oblig-
ation of the physician is to facili-
tate access, and that’s the prob-
lem,” he said. 

The range of religious objec-
tions to the policy represented in
court included Protestant Evan -
gelical Christians, Catholics and
Jews.

The CPSO policy puts doctors
of faith “in an impossible position,
having to choose between their
profession and their religion,” said
Sidlofsky. “That choice is entirely
avoidable.”

Given that other jurisdictions
where assisted suicide is legal
have not required doctors to be
part of the process by writing
referrals, “there is no explicable
reason why the college in this
province is requiring this,” said
Sidlofsky. “It is not a trivial or
insubstantial incursion (of their
Charter rights).”

Case for conscience rights now in judges’ hands
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Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions
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Anne Wicks
VACATION TIME — “Vacation time frees us from our bondage to
usefulness, the notion that we have value only when we are doing
something productive. God has planted the child within each of us pre-
cisely so we can have the wisdom to play, to be at times perfectly use-
less.” — Andrew Britz, OSB

Continued from page 1

Catholic Media Conference
participants were urged to take

this same approach to their work
in the modern world, even with
deadlines and demands for hits on
social media.

“We all work under pressure,”
Higgins said during a question-
and-answer period, noting that
daily demands shouldn’t eclipse
careful attention to words, which
he said should be nurtured.

“Your craft is your integrity;
it’s all tied into spiritual integri-
ty,” he added.

Higgins emphasized that com-
municators should not just use
language carefully, but they also
should pay attention to how they
consume it, especially in an age
of so much polarization when
people tend to read or watch what
reaffirms their own beliefs.

For example, he said he tries to
read a diverse spectrum of
Catholic and secular news.

The danger is “when we pro-
tect ourselves and only watch
what we like,” he said, which
leads people to “form caricatures
of other voices” equating them to
strangers, foreigners and eventu-
ally enemies.

Read from diverse sources

CNS/Chaz Muth
Michael W. Higgins, professor of
Catholic thought at Sacred Heart
University in Fairfield, Conn.,
addresses attendees of the 2017
Catholic Media Conference in
Quebec City during a June 23
Catholic Press Association ple-
nary session.



By Cindy Wooden 

QUEBEC CITY (CNS) — Faith
and films have been lifelong obses-
sions for director Martin Scorsese,
obsessions that he said have given
him moments of peace amid tur-
moil, but also challenges and frus-
trations that, in hindsight, he will
accept as lessons in humility.

“For me, the stories have
always been about how we should
live who we are, and have a lot to
do with love, trust and betrayal,”
he said, explaining that those
themes have been with him since
his boyhood spent in the rambunc-
tious tenements of New York and
in the peace of the city’s St.
Patrick’s Old Cathedral, where he
was an altar server.

Scorsese spoke June 21 in
Quebec City at a joint session of
the Catholic Press Association’s
Catholic Media Conference and the
world congress of Signis, the inter-
national association of Catholic
media professionals. That evening,
both groups presented him with a
lifetime achievement award for
excellence in filmmaking.

Before Scorsese answered
questions posed by author Paul
Elie, conference participants
watched his film Silence, which is
based on the novel by Shusaku
Endo. The book and film are a fic-
tionalized account of the persecu-
tion of Christians in 17th-century
Japan; the central figures are Jesuit
missionaries, who are ordered to
deny the faith or face death after
witnessing the death of their
parishioners.

Although Silence was not near-
ly as controversial as his 1988
film, The Last Temptation of
Christ, Scorsese said the two films
are connected and not just because
an Episcopalian bishop gave him
Endo’s book after seeing the 1988
film.

Even before filming began on
The Last Temptation of Christ,
which is based on a novel by
Nikos Kazantzakis and explores
the human side of Jesus, people
were writing letters to the studio
and producers complaining
about plans to bring it to the big
screen.

Recounting the story, Scorsese
said a studio execu-
tive asked him why
he wanted so badly to
make the film.

“To get to know
Jesus better,” Scor -
sese said he blurted
out. “That was the
answer that came to
mind. I didn’t know
what else to say.”

If one affirms that
Jesus is fully divine
and fully human, he
said, people should
be able to look at his
humanity.

But Scorsese told
his Quebec City audi-
ence that his explo-
rations of who Jesus
is and what faith real-
ly means were by no
means exhausted by
The Last Temptation
of Christ.

“The journey is much more in -
volved,” Scorsese said. “It’s just not
finished.”

In reading Endo’s novel, work-
ing on and off for two decades to
make the film and in finally bring-
ing it to completion, Scorsese said
he was “looking for the core of
faith.”

The climax of the film is when
one of the Jesuits gives in and, in
order to save his faithful who are
being tortured, he tramples a reli-
gious image. However, the charac-
ter believes that act of official
apostasy is, in reality, a higher
form of faith because, by sacrific-
ing his own soul, he is saving the
lives of others.

“It’s almost like a special gift to
be called on to face that challenge,
because he is given an opportunity
to really go beyond and to really
get to the core of faith and
Christianity,” Scorsese said.

In the end, the priest “has noth-
ing left to be proud of” — not his
faith or his courage — and “it’s
just pure selflessness,” the director
said. “It’s like a gift for him.”

“I think there is no doubt it is a
believer’s movie,” he said. “At
least for me.”

Scorsese honoured 
at CMC conference
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Journalism a ‘sacred mission’: Fox
By Barb Fraze

QUEBEC CITY (CNS) —
Thomas C. Fox, former publisher
of National Catholic Reporter
who started his journalism career
as a correspondent while working
with displaced Vietnamese in the
1960s, was given the Catholic
Press Association’s Bishop John
England Award for publishers who
defend their publication’s First
Amendment rights.

“Allow me to receive this
award on behalf of the entire
NCR staff, past and present,” said
Fox, who retired in 2016 after 36
years as publisher of the lay-run
national newspaper based in
Kansas City, Missouri. He said
the paper “allows a forum for
voices that otherwise would not
be heard.”

Bishop England founded the
nation’s first Catholic newspaper,
The Catholic Miscellany, in South
Carolina in the 19th century. He
also was outspoken against slavery.

“I like to think that if Bishop
England were here today . . . he
would be proud of NCR,” Fox said
at a June 22 luncheon during the
2017 Catholic Media Conference in
Quebec City.

“I like to think the NCR
Catholic lay voice . . . has
remained faithful to its founding
mission, even today,” he said.

Fox said the newspaper had its
supporters and detractors over the
years, and there was “a cost to the
kind of journalism” NCR had been
called to do.

The paper has been called
“biased, outrageous and even blas-
phemous,” he said. When the
paper began reporting on libera-
tion theology decades ago, it was
called communist. When it first
began reporting on the clergy sex
abuse scandal, “we were told we
were tearing down the church.”

More recently, two bishops
wanted the word “Catholic” taken
out of the name National Catholic
Reporter.

The Catholic Press Association

bio of Fox, taken from a nomina-
tion letter, noted: “At the time of
Fox’s retirement, Spotlight, the
film about the clergy sex abuse
scandal in Boston, was very much
in the news. I have wondered how
many people know of NCR’s and
Tom Fox’s role in bringing the
scandal of that crisis to light some
15 years before The Boston Globe
wrote its stories. 

“Fox was determined to report
the story of the abuse of children
by clergy, and he saw his first duty
to tell the truth of the victims,” the
letter continued. “To do this meant
enduring a hostile director of the
NCR board, readers who cancelled
subscriptions and institutional
leaders who ridiculed or dismissed
NCR’s coverage. Fox’s stand is a
proud moment in freedom of the
Catholic press.

“By keeping NCR focused, Fox

made the newspaper relevant, wel-
come and well-read,” it said.

Fox told his audience that
“journalism has always been a
sacred mission to me.”

He said the Second Vatican
Council and the Vietnam War —
“fresh air and stifling heat” —
were two events that shaped his
life as he was graduating from
Stanford University in 1966, “just
months before Buddhist monks
were immolating themselves on
Saigon streets.”

He travelled to Vietnam as a
volunteer, working with displaced
farmers living in camps near
Vietnam’s beaches. His job was to
help “in any way I could.”

When he once asked some of
the displaced what he could do to
help, he said they replied: “Tell
your people what is happening to
us. Tell them our stories.”

Continued from page 3

with a meeting between Spon -
sorship Agreement Holders and
the government 10 years ago in
Winnipeg. The plan has never
worked.

“That was the first time they said
they would have to introduce limits
in order to eliminate the backlog
and reduce the processing time. At
that time we had a backlog of near-
ly 20,000 refugees,” said Martin.

Canada’s processing times for
refugees are among the longest in
the world. Among the 18 major
refugee resettlement nations, only
the United States, with processing
times anywhere between two and
10 years, is as bad, according to
International Catholic Migration
Commission secretary general
Msgr. Robert Vitillo.

If Canada wants to reduce its
processing times, Vitillo’s Geneva-
based Catholic non-governmental
organization is willing to help.

“They might want to engage an
NGO like ICMC to help with pro-

cessing applications, as the USA
does with its Resettlement Support
Centres,” Vitillo wrote in an email
to The Catholic Register. The
ICMC manages the program for
the U.S. in Istanbul and Beirut. 

Limiting new applications
only transfers the backlog from
the government’s books to spon-
soring agencies, said Mark. This
ORAT went from a quota of near-
ly 1,000 new applications in 2016
to a limit well below 400. The
lower quota for the Archdiocese
of Toronto doesn’t mean that
either the refugees or the families
and parishes trying to sponsor
them go away, only that they
don’t appear as unprocessed,
pending cases.

“To have less than 400 is
something which really shocked
the whole community — both the
sponsors and refugees and ethnic
communities who have relatives
in refugee camps,” Mark said.
“Practically speaking, 300
refugees is nothing for the Arch -
diocese of Toronto.”

The restrictions on new appli-
cations isn’t the only way the
government is restricting the
addition of new refugees.
Immigration, Refugees and
Citizenship has also restricted the
number of refugee visas that may
be issued by embassy staff in var-
ious regions. In West Africa, the
cap has been set at 40 new visas
in 2017.

“I mean, 40 spots for the whole
of West Africa? It would be more
honest to say, ‘You know what?
We close the program,’ ” Mark
said. “That is really very sad.”

Canada could solve its backlog
problem simply by processing
more cases faster, said Sewell. In
1956 and 1957, we settled 40,000
refugees from Hungary. Between
1978 and 1980 we took in 62,000
Vietnamese refugees and more
than half of them — 34,000 —
were privately sponsored. A spe-
cial “backlog clearance program”
launched in 1989 resettled 59,000
refugees over three years with
35,000 arriving in 1991 alone.

Processing times among longest in world

QUEBEC CITY (CNS) — St.
John’s experience with Jesus
“transforms him into a great com-
municator,” said Quebec Cardinal
Gerald Lacroix, and he told
Catholic media professionals from
around the world that the same

kind of experience drives their
work.

“The strength, the vigour is . . . in
the seed, in the Word of God,” he
told hundreds of participants in the
Catholic Media Conference and the
Signis World Congress June 21.

In a special mass at the
Cathedral-Basilica of Notre Dame
of Quebec, the cardinal moved
smoothly among Spanish, English
and French, asking participants
from the Americas, Asia, Africa,
Australia and Europe to pardon his
hoarse voice.

Referring to one of the mass read-
ings, he said St. John “shares a
vibrant expression of his faith.” He
noted that, at the time, there was “no
Facebook account yet, no tweets . . .
no Internet . . . and yet the Gospel
spread all over the world.”

Of course, he told the media
professionals, they should continue
to try to use the professional tools
and to make themselves the best
they could be.”

But he repeated, “We do not for-
get that the power, the strength, the
life is in the seed, the Word of God.”

The Signis World Congress met
June 19 - 22 in Quebec, drawing
members of the international associ-
ation of Catholic communicators.

The Catholic Media Conference
met June 20 - 23 for members of
the Catholic Press Association of
the United States and Canada.

The Word is the seed: Lacroix

CNS/Sam Lucero
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT — Film director
Martin Scorsese accepts the Lifetime
Achievement Award presented June 21 by
Signis at the Catholic Media Conference in
Quebec City. 

CNS/Chaz Muth
CATHOLIC MEDIA CONFERENCE — Cardinal Gerald Cyprien
Lacroix of Quebec passes by film director Martin Scorsese, holding a
pamphlet, and other attendees of the 2017 Catholic Media Conference
in Quebec City at the beginning of a June 21 mass at the Cathedral-
Basilica of Notre-Dame of Quebec in Quebec City.
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By Frank Flegel

REGINA — Flags are symbols
that tell something to all who look
at them — representing a country,

a person, an idea — and while
they snap in the wind atop a pole,
most didn’t get there by someone
simply attaching them to a rope
and running them up to the top.
There is a protocol that is fol-
lowed in raising them and a proto-
col in how they are arranged, if
there is more than one flag. Such
was the case on June 26 when the
Treaty Four flag was raised in
front of the newly opened Sacred
Heart Community School. 

The ceremony began at 9 a.m.
with a pipe ceremony followed

by several guest speak ers who de -
scribed the symbolism of the flag
and the meaning of the symbols
contained in the flag’s design. 

Elder Dennis Omeasoo, an
am bassador for
Treaty Six, said
the old ways are
gone but the
philosophies of
that time remain.
“It was based on
spirituality and it
had a military
society.” The
Union Jack was
the flag that was
given to them but
e v e n t u a l l y
replaced with the
Treaty Four flag
that represents
peace and making
treaty, said
Omeasoo. 

It was a cool and windy day as
the flag was raised to its proper
place among the flag poles in
front of Sacred Heart School.
Students sat in the paved parking
lot during the ceremony and adult
guests sat on chairs facing the
children, with the flag poles
between. 

The ceremony was part of the
Catholic school board’s steps to
honour some of the 94 calls to
action contained in the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission report.
“It’s taking another step toward

learning what happened to the
indigenous people of this land and
reconciling with our indigenous
and non-indigenous people, build-
ing strong relationships,” said
Joanna Landry, the school board’s
co-ordinator for Indian and Métis
Education. 

The Treaty Four flag was
designed by the late FSIN Sena tor
Gordon Oakes. A de scription of

the flag contained in the program
said the elements represented the
promises made to the people of
Treaty Four — for as long as the
sun shines, the water flows and the
grass grows. Sunbeams, water and
grass are obvious in the flag, along
with a buffalo head that represents
the relationship and the respect the
people had with the buffalo. Three
corners of the flag contain the

words “Treaty 4” and the fourth
corner has the date the treaty was
signed, 1874. Treaty Four is also
known as the Qu’Appelle Treaty
as it was signed near Fort
Qu’Appelle in the Qu’Appelle
Valley. 

Treaty Four takes in most of
southern Saskatchewan and parts
of western Manitoba and south-
eastern Alberta.

Treaty Four flag raised at Regina Catholic school

Hudson Bay celebrates Canada’s 150th
By Janusz Bizewski

HUDSON BAY, Sask. — On
June 17, St. Dominic Roman
Catholic Church organized an in -
spirational eve ning commemorat-
ing Canada’s 150th birthday. 

The event attracted guests
from Hudson Bay, Mistatim,
Prairie River, Porcupine Plain,
Tisdale, Prince Albert, Saskatoon
and St. Walburg. The program for
the evening consisted of sharing
personal stories, food, and listen-
ing or dancing to a selection of
classical, pop and country music. 

A mini art gallery displayed in
a corner invited bids for a silent
auction.

The event was spearheaded by
pastor Rev. Janusz Bizewski and
an ad hoc committee consisting of
Freda Paproski, Arlene Zens,
DeeAnn Sywenky, and Rena
Houston. 

There was no difficulty choos-
ing a colour theme and décor for
the evening. It was to reflect the
Canadian philosophy of unity in
diversity. 

Can ada is a place where peo-
ple live their traditions in a mosa-

ic of cultures and customs, like
many col ourful flowers sharing
one flowerbed.

The evening began at 5:30
with cocktails and ended up with
a draw for door prizes. The
announcement of the silent auc-
tion results at 9:30 closed the day. 

The eldest guest at the dinner
and dance was 92. One of the
younger people in attendance, Leo
Menezes, 22, said, “I think every-
one was honoured by the celebra-
tion, including Canada itself as we

sang the national anthem. The food
was enjoyable and so was the com-
pany. A short review of Cana dian
history was challenging but infor-
mative. The evening gave me an
opportunity to celebrate the art of
Canadian living, and dance with
my sister and my mom. If we have
a similar event in the future, aiming
at meeting specific goals, such as
fundraising and community build-
ing, enkindling new acquaintances
and rejuvenating existing friend-
ships, I will definitely support it.”

Kiply Yaworski
POWWOW — Dancers, drummers and dignitaries joined students,
parents, teachers and administrators from Greater Saskatoon
Catholic Schools (GSCS) for the sixth annual GSCS Powwow June 23
at Thornton Park, near St. Frances Cree Bilingual School in
Saskatoon. The powwow is a chance for First Nations and Métis stu-
dents, teachers, staff and families to celebrate their culture and tradi-
tions. Elders, veterans and dancers of all ages were joined by commu-
nity representatives and division trustees and administrators to start
the day with the grand entry, led by the Young Thunder drummers.
Dance competitions in different age categories were held throughout
the day, with girls participating in jingle, fancy shawl, and traditional
dances, while boys performed in fancy, grass, chicken, and traditional
dance categories.

By Greg Bobbitt
and Linda Rudachyk

ROSTHERN, Sask. — The
writers of this article were the
Diocese of Prince Albert’s repre-
sentatives to the World Meeting of
Families, held in Philadelphia in
September 2015. One of the
speakers at this event was Cardinal
Luis Antonio Tagle of the
Philippines who spoke about the
“wounded” and what we, as a
church, must do to help them. One
of the groups discussed was the
victims of prenatal and perinatal
death, whether by miscarriage,
stillbirth, abortion, or other causes.

Returning to Saskatchewan, we
had a number of meetings with
Prince Albert Bishop Albert
Thévenot, M.Afr., and finally, in
June of this year, the first Mass for
the Unborn was celebrated at St.
Odilon Roman Catholic Church in
Rosthern, Sask. The bishop was
the celebrant.

The first challenge was how we
were to obtain an idea of “num-
bers” — who might wish to attend
this mass. In the past our church,
like many other churches, and like
the medical profession did not han-
dle matters like miscarriages very
well. There were exceptions to this,
but generally a miscarriage was
met with silence or some pious
platitude like, “Well, it’s God’s
will” or worse, “God needed anoth-
er angel.” Statements like this did

little or no good, and did nothing to
alleviate the pain felt by parents
over their lost child. 

Knowing that many parents
never really resolve issues sur-
rounding their loss, we knew that
their privacy must be respected.
Therefore, when we started ad -
vertising this mass, parents were
asked to sign up not by name, but
just with an indication of the num-
ber of children they wished to
have remembered. Sometimes it
was one; often it was more. It was
repeatedly announced that no one
would have to get up in front of a
microphone or tell their story.

Since many of these losses
occurred early in a pregnancy, often
there was no fetal material to bury,
no name given the child, and no idea
even of the gender of the child. So
on the night of the mass we asked
that parents fill out a card, naming
their child, if the child had not
already been named. These cards
were placed in a basket and carried
in procession to the altar. If parents
were uncertain as to the gender of
their child, we asked them to pray
about it and be guided by inspiration
— and, if they named their child
“Patrick” and after death discovered
their child was a Patricia, they and
their child would have a good laugh
over it!

Each parent took a candle with
an angel sticker on it to represent
the number of children lost. These
candles were eventually lit from

the Paschal candle.
The bishop focused on wounds

in his homily. Throughout the
preparatory stages, parents were
reminded of three things: (1) these
children did not really require our
prayers, for they were enjoying the
presence of God; (2) we can cer-
tainly ask for their prayers, and
talk to them, for they are powerful
saints in the heavenly realm; and
(3), we will see them again. 

After the mass there was an
opportunity for participants to sit
down and enjoy coffee and bak-
ing. It was amazing how many
people did stay; they did not seem
to want to depart. Maybe this was
an indication that the mass had
helped some to resolve their issues
and gave them peace.

We now propose to have a
memorial to the unborn placed in
our local graveyard. Those who
may have had abortions were
welcomed to participate, for this
is not an abortion issue and
should not be referred to as such.
It is a time for healing. Also,
while the mass was advertised in
Catholic venues, at least one non-
Catholic family attended, which
causes us to believe that in other
situations an ecumenical service
could be planned, involving other
churches.

For further information, contact
the Prince Albert diocesan office
(306-922-4707), or the writers of
this article (306-232-9012).

Mass for the unborn celebrated in P.A. diocese

Frank Flegel
The Treaty Four flag

CELEBRATION — Left to right: Ardel and Freda Paproski, Dorothy
Grudeski, Jean Paslowski, Betty and Walter Mantyka



By Frank Flegel

REGINA — The Regina Cath -
o lic School Division approved its
2017/18 budget at a special June
19 public meeting. Chair of the
board Donna Ziegler said it’s been

a tough year with funding cuts
from the provincial government,
but the board managed to achieve
a balanced budget of almost $113
million while maintaining and
even increasing its teaching staff. 

“I want to thank board mem-

bers and the administration for
their hard work over the last sev-
eral weeks. It’s been a very chal-
lenging year for all of us. I’m
pleased that the board came to a
decision in regard to how to fund
the additional 370 students we’re

going to get next year and the
three additional schools, and we
did that by making some cuts in
other areas,” said Ziegler.

“We started with a $1.5-mil-
lion deficit and we knew that we
had to come up with $1.7 million

to allow the schools to open next
year. So, as a board, we reviewed
the budget in its entirety and
looked at ways we could be more
efficient; we looked at ways we
could move some of the special-
ized instruction staff back into the
classroom. We focused on our
education sector plan and we
focused on keeping the support in
the classroom,” she told the
Prairie Messenger.

Chief financial officer Curt Van
Parys gave a final brief review
before the board approved the bud-
get. In an interview with the PM,
Van Parys said the division wasn’t
hit quite as hard as some other
divisions in the April 22 provincial
budget, but still had a shortfall of
about $1.5 million. “We achieved a
balanced budget by shifting some
resources to make sure our class-
rooms were protected.”

Director of education Dominic
Scuglia also acknowledged a dif-
ficult process. “It was a difficult
budget and when we looked at our
central staff, we had to make
some difficult decisions. By re -
ducing the central staff, it allowed
us to keep important support in
the classroom. When we got down
to the bottom line there were
some additional funds made avail-
able that we were able to put back
to supporting kids in the class-
room. We heard loud and clear
over the course of the last school
year that we needed additional
support for students with mental
health issues, and the provincial
auditor told us we needed to add
support for our newcomer stu-
dents in English as a Second
Language. We are also investing
more money in supporting our
First Nations, Métis and Inuit stu-
dents by adding some additional
funds to programming there.” 

Regina Catholic School Board balances budget
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Justice and Outreach program graduates its first class
By Blake Sittler

SASKATOON — A new
Justice and Outreach Year (JOY)
of Formation graduated its first
class of 13 participants June 10 at
Queen’s House of Retreat and
Renewal in Saskatoon. 

Grounded in a practical experi-
ence of Catholic social teaching,
the JOY program was launched in
the fall of 2016. The Roman
Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon
first began discussing the initia-
tive some three years ago, with
the first class meeting in August
2016 for an orientation weekend
before continuing with monthly
sessions for the next 10 months.

Each month, JOY participants
gathered Friday evening and all
day Saturday to reflect, learn and
be formed through experience and
presentations by staff from many
local ministries and outreach orga-
nizations. The program went be -
yond simply educating participants
about various social justice issues
— it offered an opportunity to
wrestle with the deeper sociologi-
cal causes of injustice and the the-
ological responses that were per-
colating in them as Christians.

During the year, each partici-
pant also dedicated eight additional
hours each month to volunteering
with a local agency. Vol unteer
placements included the Sher -
brooke Centre, Friend ship Inn, the
L’Arche Community, and the
Saskatoon Correctional Centre. 

On Friday nights, the group
gathered at Queen’s House for
theological reflection based on
their experience of their field
placements. During this time,
they shared stories about their
volunteer hours and also worked
together to discuss what insights
they could glean through dialogue
and prayer. This added an extra
layer of depth to their volunteer
experience, according to JOY co-
ordinator Kate O’Gorman.

On Saturdays, the group met at
a variety of venues, interacting
with volunteers from the city’s
various outreach groups. Week -
ends explored themes based on
the pillars of Catholic social
teaching, such as international
development, economic justice
and peace, refugees, walking with
indigenous and Métis people,
poverty, human dignity, health
and elder care, hunger and food
accessibility, restorative justice,
youth and family, and ecology. 

At the end of each Saturday,
the entire group would visit par -
ishes in the city and attend mass
together. Parishes would also host
a supper for participants, with
family members joining them to
discuss some of what they had
learned on the weekend.

“Our inaugural year of the
JOY program has been amazing,”
said O’Gorman. “We’ve learned a
lot about the various needs that
exist within our city and we’ve

carried each other in community
and prayer as we discerned the
ways in which we, as individuals
and as church, are being called to
respond to that need.”

O’Gorman said participants
were highly engaged in the JOY
process. “I’ve been extremely
impressed with the level of com-
mitment each participant gave to
the program, particularly in terms
of their volunteer placements.
This has proven to be the heart of
the program, and I am proud that
we are offering lay people an
opportunity to explore what it
means to be disciples.”

The class concluded their
weekend with a simple gradua-
tion ritual and a mass celebrated
at Queen’s House. Rev. Marvin
Lishchynsky, judicial vicar for the
Diocese of Saskatoon, presided
and preached at the liturgy.

“In many ways, the offering of
justice is like love in marriage,”
said Lishchynsky. “Love and jus-
tice cannot be kept to yourself or
in your family. God calls us to
share it with the world, to bring it
where it is not.”

Graduate Diane Cote de -
scribed the impact of the pro-
gram: “JOY developed in me a
deep awareness of the many peo-
ple and organizations that are
active in our community, people
who are doing wonderful things
passionately.”

Cote described the experience
of being uncomfortable at times,
but it was when she was pushed to
the edge of her comfort zone that
she learned the most. “It is then
that you learn from the bottom up,
just meeting them as people first,”
she said. “It is all about relation-
ship and seeing that God is in
everyone.” 

Married couple Bonnie and Ken
Roberts went through the program
together. “For me, it was a low-
burning fire,” Ken offered. “With
every experience, every presenta-
tion, I learned something more and
wanted to learn more. It has been a
conversion experience.”

Ken worked at Friendship Inn

for his field placement. “I became
more comfortable working there
and really got to appreciate the
work they do,” he said. “I am
going to continue there.”

He urged other Catholics to
consider the program. “What I
would tell someone, though, is
not to take it if you don’t want to
change, because this program will
change you.” 

Bonnie said the program gives
lifelong Catholics a new way of
growing in their faith through con-
crete action: “For me, it was a
framework to start learning about

and paying attention to the dignity
of each human being. The poor
were once invisible to me, but now
I can’t turn away. I ask my self,
‘How can I help my brother? My
sister?’ ”

The first graduates of the
diocesan Justice and Outreach
Year of Formation are Helen
Belsher, Nicholas Blom, Mike
Broda, Diane Cote, Denise
DeBrou, Lori Ethier, Ryan
LeBlanc, Margaret Marcoux,
Peter Oliver, Bonnie Roberts,
Ken Roberts, Marie-Jeanne Will,
and Murray Wood. 

By Frank Flegel

REGINA — Emmanuel Care
Saskatchewan will open another
of its Trinity Manor care homes
within two years, this one in
Regina’s Westerra neighbourhood.
A sod turning was held June 16 on
the site, with work already under-
way. Patterned on the successful
Trinity Manor at Stonebridge in
Saskatoon, it’s expected to be
open in 2019. 

Scott Irwin, Emmanuel Care
president and CEO, welcomed
everyone and gave a brief expla-
nation of Emmanuel Care: “We

strive to meet our community’s
unmet needs to create communi-
ties of care and healing for all, all
in the example of Jesus Christ.”

Emmanuel Care Saskatchewan
is owned by the Catholic bishops
of Saskatchewan. It owns and
operates 12 health care facilities,
both acute and long-term care, in
Saskatchewan as well as Trinity
Manor at Stonebridge in Saska toon
which was opened three years ago. 

Regina Archbishop Donald
Bolen gave thanks for the work
that has already been done and
blessed the land where the facility
will stand. 

“Without the vision and com-
mitment of many people, we could
not have proceeded with this pro-
ject,” said the archbishop. “Bless
this ground on which Trinity
Manor will be built for your glory
and for the benefit of your people.
We look forward to the day when
this building is completed. We pray
for the safety of all those who will
help in the construction of Trinity
Manor, that they may be kept free
from harm and injury, and may
their work be a holy and true sign
of your love for all. We ask this
through you, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, Trinity, always and forever,
Amen.” He then blessed the land
with holy water.

Regina Mayor Michael
Fougere thanked Emmanuel Care
for building Trinity Manor in
Regina, particularly in the devel-
oping Wester ra neighbourhood.

When open, Trinity Manor
will have 200 units in a combina-
tion of suites and individual
rooms. Frances Murphy, sales and
rental consultant, said Trinity
Manor is designed as a communi-
ty for in dependent and active liv-
ing for seniors, with progressive
care as required. Residents will
determine their own activities. 

“We give them the tools and
they decide what they want to
do,” she said in speaking with the
Prairie Messenger. 

Sod turned for new Trinity Manor

Blake Sittler
JOY — The first graduates of a diocesan Justice and Outreach Year (JOY) program wound up their expe-
rience with a celebration June 10 at Queen’s House in Saskatoon. The program offers monthly formation
focused on Catholic social teaching and justice issues, with participants visiting local service-based agen-
cies, and working alongside people who experience life on the margins.

Frank Flegel
SOD TURNING — Archbishop Donald Bolen blesses the land with
holy water at the site of the new Trinity Manor now under construction
in Regina. Emmanuel Care Saskatchewan expects the facility will open
in 2019.



Have you ever stopped to con-
sider the importance of your
kitchen table? Next to the couch,
or your bed, it’s the foundational
piece of furniture in your home.
It’s of prime importance because
it serves to nourish you physical-
ly, emotionally, and spiritually.

The kitchen table is an altar of
sacrifice. It’s the altar on which
you spill  open your lives to
friends and family. It’s where
novels are written and poems are
composed. It’s a springboard for
creativity. It’s a comforting sup-
port when parents sit and wait at
night for their children to come
home safely. It holds the banquet
feasts of Christmas, Easter,
birthdays, and countless other
celebrations. It’s also a gathering
spot to share grief, heartache and
loss. 

If the table could talk, how
many stories could it share? The
kitchen table feeds, comforts,
consoles, heals, builds, wel-

comes, and provides. No wonder
it featured prominently in Jesus’
ministry. His ministry was char-
acterized by open-table fellow-
ship where all were welcomed,
all were accepted, and all were
fed.

The kitchen table was promi-
nent in my life when I was grow-
ing up. It was around the kitchen
table where we enjoyed countless
animated discussions about theol-
ogy, philosophy, psychology,
spirituality, politics, history,
sports and all things open-ended.
It was never a time to be closed
— differing opinions and insights
were always welcomed. Our lives
were broken open and shared,
while we consumed copious
amounts of coffee or the bever-
ages of Cana!

My own attitudes and wis-
doms were formed during these
discussions, and from my obser-
vations of great thinkers, writers
and theologians who visited to
engage in rich conversation with
my parents. There is something
about the kitchen table that can
take away the filters of political
correctness, and which allow you
the opportunity to express your-
self without edit. Our kitchen

table was like that. It
was open. It was a
sacred space that
allowed for the spirit
of ex pression, in sight,
opinion, and wisdom
to soar.

But have you ever
been in a conversa-
tion or a discussion
that was held “under
the kitchen table?”
It’s a cramped place
to be. There is no
room and no space
that allows for differ-
ence of opinion, dis-
senting viewpoints or
even for original
thought. Some times
it’s a discussion that
is controlled by one
person — the person
who “knows” every-
thing; the person who
tells you, not talks to
you or discusses with
you. 

The ceil ing for
the expansion of
one’s thought is not very high
above one’s head, and you run
the risk of banging your head
whenever you feel the need to
stand up for your convictions
that might run contrary to others
around you. These are the dis-
cussions that are most difficult
to endure. The pres sure to con-
form to the ma jority of the
thinking or the teaching or opin-
ion does not lend itself well to
actually learning anything,
because no one learns anything
if everyone agrees, and no one
learns if they’re simply told. 

As I was growing up, we
sought to live for the questions
and not the answers. We were
encouraged to think critically, to

challenge when necessary, and to
never surrender our brains to
institutional thinking. My parents
were teachers and they taught us
well from around the kitchen
table.

In my own home, our kitchen
table is the place where we pri-
marily learn about one another.
At suppertime we share the ad -
ventures of our day; and now
that my son, Nathan, is in high
school, we chirp at one another
over which high school has
superior athletics and acade-
mics. My wife, Norma, and I are
both teachers, so our kitchen
table also serves as a teaching
desk. We’ve helped our kids
with their projects, assisted them

with their homework, taught
new concepts and helped them
to figure out solutions to prob-
lems with friends. 

We hope that the importance
of visiting and sharing our lives
around the kitchen table will sow
the seeds of tradition that will
extend to our kids once they have
families of their own.

The kitchen table — an altar
of sacrifice, a place of learning,
of discovering, of nourishing.
May you never take your kitchen
table for granted. By following
the example of Jesus, let your
table become a place of rever-
ence, a refuge, a sanctuary, where
all are welcomed, all are accepted
and all are fed.

Food for all from around, not under, the kitchen table
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Tom Saretsky

Soul
Searching

Saretsky is a teacher and chap-
lain at Holy Cross High School in
Saskatoon. He and his wife,
Norma, have two children, Nathan
and Jenna.

Janice Weber
GATHERING PLACE — “The kitchen table is an altar of sacrifice,” writes Tom
Saretsky. “It’s the altar on which you spill open your lives to friends and family. . . .
It’s a comforting support when parents sit and wait at night for their children to
come home safely. It holds the banquet feasts of Christmas, Easter, birthdays, and
countless other celebrations. It’s also a gathering spot to share grief, heartache
and loss.”

In this book, Ron Rolheiser, OMI, offers the
reader an extended reflection on how the death and
resurrection of Jesus are central not only to
Christian belief and practice, but also point to “the
deep secret of everything.” For Rolheiser, the human
world makes sense only when it is grounded in the
universal truth of the cross: “In giving love away in
total self-sacrifice . . . we come to what’s deepest
and fullest in life.” 

The popularity of Rolheiser’s extensive corpus
of work attests to his ability to convincingly inte-
grate strong groundings in Scripture, church tradi-
tion, theology, and psychology, with pastoral and
personal experience. Rolheiser’s brilliant insights
have a kind of alchemy that can transform time-
worn teachings and rituals into relevant touchstones
for living. The Passion and the Cross is no excep-
tion.

Over the years, much of Rolheiser’s teaching
has been about awakening deep desires of the
human heart in its passionate yearning for the
Divine Love that casts out existential fear. In reveal-
ing God as fellow-sufferer with humanity — a
“redeemer” rather than a “rescuer” — the Passion
narratives can stir the soul’s longings. This is espe-
cially true for those who no longer trust in the truth
of their inner voices. The cross of Christ is a mani-
festation of cosmic proportions, the quintessential
flesh and blood sign of God’s loving presence and
action in the world, and for the world: “God is not
coercion, threat, guilt, nor the great avenger of evil
and sin.”

Using a clever analogy, that of a water filter, the
author explains how the passion of Jesus “takes

away the sin of the world.” An effective filter takes
in toxic water and transforms it into potable liquid.
Similarly, on the cross, Jesus absorbs the hatred and
cruelty of humanity’s ongoing need for scapegoats
and enemies, giving it back as a love so powerful
that graves are opened and the temple veil is rent in
two. As one example, Rolheiser refers to Jesus’
unconditional forgiveness of his executioners, not-
ing that their sin was less about killing him and
more about having “too little knowledge and aware-
ness of God’s love for them.” 

So how does one “imitate” Jesus in his Passion?
Rolheiser provides a number of suggestions, includ-
ing: acceptance of suffering as part of life and not
transmitting one’s pain to others; recognizing and
naming life’s numerous death-resurrection episodes;
waiting in hope and trust in a final fulfilment in the
fullness of time; and remaining open to the often
surprising ways that God answers prayers. Taking
up one’s cross is demanding — nothing less than to
be “willing to give up your life . . . (and believing)
that nothing is impossible for God.”

Jesus suffers and dies like every person who has
ever drawn breath. Unlike others’ passing, however,
his death and resurrection achieve a universal break-
through for humankind, an opening to hope and
faith that “there’s a deep moral structure to the uni-
verse, that the contours of the universe are love and
goodness and truth . . . anchored at its centre by
Ultimate Love and Power.” The tomb is indeed
empty and Jesus, now glorified as the Christ, reveals
the deep truth of existence, that “what’s true and
loving will eventually triumph, always, despite
everything.”

Books

THE PASSION AND THE CROSS by Ronald Rolheiser, OMI. Toronto, Novalis, 2015. Paperback, 112
pages, $12.95. Reviewed by Edwin Buettner.

Rolheiser transforms teachings into relevant touchstones for living

Design Pics

Pentecost 2016
wind and flame
were left behind to claim 
our lives as we had known them.
bumper to bumper we fled
young and youngest, thousands,
hearts racing, eyes unseeing
filled with shock and tears
souls in disbelief
holding on. 
nothing now can be the same. 

flung by media
across vast Canadian spaces
others caught our pain,
and with compassion 
held it in their minds and prayers,
responded with love,
with understanding need
to shelter, clothe and feed us.
midst wind and flame
the Holy Spirit came.
By Shirley Dawn Salkeld



Charlotte Gray’s wonderful
book is subtitled “150 years —
People and Ideas That Have
Shaped Our Country.” In a few
days crowds of a half million or
more will celebrate Canada Day in
the capital where Gray lives. This
sesquicentennial year is a good
time to reflect on what has been
achieved, and what has not, on the
historical record, warts and all.
Gray does this superbly through
engaging portraits of nine excep-
tional Canadians in the context of
their times, chosen because they
“helped shape the way we think
about ourselves.” 

The picture drawn is candid
and complex, going back to the
events leading up to Confedera -
tion, which Gray points out was
hardly a glorious affair. It ignored
our indigenous peoples and gave

birth to a fragile “Dominion” that
took over a century to get its own
flag and patriated constitution.
Still, notwithstanding ongoing
challenges, today’s Canada must
be counted one of the world’s
most fortunate countries. 

In Part 1, “Laying the Founda -
tions,” Gray delves into the con-
tributions of four historical fig-
ures. Confederation was a politi-
cal enterprise, so she begins
appropriately with a principal
architect, Sir Georges-Étienne
Cartier, whose promotion of the
idea of federalism — with clear
provincial powers — proved cru-
cial. His partner, Sir John A., is
more celebrated, but without
Cartier, who had been a radical
“patriote” during the 1837 rebel-
lion, French Canada would not
have accepted the deal. 

Gray’s account is enriched
with fascinating personal details
about Cartier, his peccadilloes
and his skills as an artful juggler
of competing interests. Cartier
was at the centre of the young,
semi-sovereign, loosely connect-
ed country’s growing pains that
included the first Riel Rebellion,
leading to the admission of Mani -
toba, and the incorporation of
British Columbia on the promise
of a transcontinental railway; not
glossing over the struggles and
scandals. To Cartier, at least as

much as to Macdonald, we owe
the emergence of a pan-Canadian
“political nationality” forged
through compromise.

Next up is the colourful char-
acter of Samuel Steele, who made
his name as part of the paramili-
tary force, the North West
Mounted Police, sent westward to
bring law and order to the vast
territories Canada had acquired
from the Hudson’s Bay Company.
This was the sharp end of the
“peace, order and good govern-
ment” to accompany the ribbon
of steel bringing an influx of set-
tlers. That pacification contrasted
with the Indian wars and lawless-
ness of the expansionist Ameri -
can “Wild West,” which it was
intended to guard against, but in -
cluded the suppression of the
1885 Riel Rebellion and the mar-

ginalization of First Nations and
Métis. Steele would later become
famous for bringing order out of
chaos during the Yukon Gold
Rush, and the “Mounties” be -
came an admired symbol of
Canada abroad. 

But the mythology shouldn’t
cover up the flaws. Gray observes
that “such nationalism as existed
was fragile, artificial and deeply
racist.” Into the 20th century
Steele’s funeral coincided with
the repression of the 1919 Winni -
peg General Strike. Much nation-
building and recognition of rights
lay ahead.

Gray’s next subject is the un -
conventional artistic pioneer from
the West Coast, Emily Carr, born
in the year B.C. entered Confed -
eration. At a time when women
were still second-class citizens,
Carr was every bit as much a
trailblazer as Tom Thompson and
the Group of Seven in re-imagin-
ing the “vast canvas” of the wild
Canadian landscape. Moreover,
unlike them, much of the spiritual
energy in her work came from its
incorporation of the legacy of
indigenous peoples on the land.
While some might criticize that
as “cultural appropriation,” it was
a mark of her deep respect for
indigenous cultures. Carr had a
troubled, somewhat eccentric life.
The recognition she deserved
came late. But the power of her
art still moves us.

Gray’s fourth foundational fig-
ure is the scholar Harold Innis.
The early 20th century was a time
of explosive immigration and
population growth followed by
the trauma of the First World War.
The Ontario farm boy Innis, a
wounded veteran of that war and
anti-imperialist, became a profes-
sor at the Uni versity of Toronto
where he developed an influential
historical political economy of
Canadian nationhood, notably in

his seminal work, The
Fur Trade in Canada,
published the year
before the 1931
Statute of West min -
ster gave Canada sov-
ereignty in foreign
affairs. Innis’ prodi-
gious research on the
export of “staples”
(fish, fur, lumber,
later wheat) showed
how these economic
forces shaped Can -
ada’s development
across the northern
half of the continent.
The Dominion and
“its coherence as an
independent country”
emerged from this
linked geography.
Innis’ later work on
communications had
an important impact
on the internationally
recognized theories of
Marshall McLuhan. 

Part 2, “A Differ -
ent Kind of Country,”
begins with a politician who came
to prominence through the
Depression and Second World
War. Tommy Douglas, an immi-
grant and Bap tist minister, was
instrumental in the creation of the
Co-operative Commonwealth
Federation (CCF) as an alliance of
agrarians, unions and urban intel-
lectuals. His CCF swept to power
in Saskatchewan in 1944 as North
America’s first socialist govern-
ment. The have-not prov ince
became a laboratory of progres-
sive socio-economic change.
Although Douglas faced difficul-
ties when moving to federal poli-

tics, he is most admired as a pio-
neer of medicare, which has be -
come part of the Canadian brand;
surely a factor in him being cho-
sen the “greatest Canadian” in a
2004 CBC series.

Gray then moves to the cele-
brated contemporary author
Margaret Atwood and her “geog-
raphy of the mind.” She was in -
volved with the House of Anansi,
founded in the centennial year
1967, to promote a Canadian lit-
erature, and her 1972 book
Survival: A Thematic Guide to
Canadian Literature became a
seminal contribution to under-
standing national preoccupations.
It was also a search for postcolo-
nial expression and an assertion
of the prominent role of women

writers. The post-war decades
saw a surge in government sup-
port for arts and culture, the
flourishing of which underscores
the importance of Canadians
telling their own stories.

The third personality in this sec-
tion, Bertha Wilson, was, like
Douglas, a Scots immigrant
(though Gray reminds us that some
immigrants were more welcome
than others). Wilson’s persistence
in climbing the ladder of the legal
profession led to her being
appointed Canada’s first female
Supreme Court Justice in 1982,
just prior to the coming into force

of the Constitution Act with
its Charter of Rights and
Free doms — Pierre
Trudeau’s proud est and
most lasting achieve ment.
The Charter, which
enshrined Aboriginal
rights, principles of equali-
ty and diversity, gave the
court a significantly ex -
panded role. Wilson, who
championed those rights
including women’s rights,
helped make the Charter
integral to what it means to
be Canadian.

Part 3, “Straining at the
Seams,” explores terrain
that re mains contested in
the unfinished project of
Canadian nationhood.
Gray looks at how Elijah
Harper, a soft-spoken but
resolute Oji-Cree member

of the Manitoba legislature, used
the “power of no” to block ratifi-
cation of the Meech Lake Accord
for its inadequate recognition of
indigenous peoples and their
rights. Their place mattered as
much as Quebec’s “distinct soci-
ety.” Harper, a survivor of resi-
dential school abuse, was blunt,
describing the First Nations’ rela-
tionship with Canada as “a
national disgrace.” Although
indigenous peoples, determined
to be silent and idle no more,
have come a long way, there is
still much to be done to overcome
the impacts of a history of dispos-
session, discrimination, mistreat-
ment and exclusion.

Gray’s other political figure is
former Reform party leader

Preston Manning, whose “populist
power” spoke to a history of west-
ern grievances against central
Canadian elites and which sought
proper recognition of the West in
Confederation. Manning’s father,
Ernest, Social Credit premier of
Alberta, had, like Douglas, been a
preacher. But in contrast to the lat-
ter’s social gospel, that of Social
Credit tacked to the right. In the
1980s, the Trudeau government’s
National Energy Program pro-
voked western protests, an added
resentment that fuelled the forma-
tion of the Reform party. A
decade later in 1997 Reform
became the Official Opposition in
Ottawa and it influenced the
national agenda with its emphasis
on conservative fiscal policy, lim-
ited government, and decentral-
ized federalism. Manning contin-
ues to insist on grassroots democ-
racy although that populist
approach would be abandoned for
a top-down style in the Stephen
Harper era, after Reform morphed
into the Canadian Alliance, then
merged with the diminished
Progressive Conservatives to form
the Conservative party. 

In a concluding chapter Gray
notes that the Canada of today
“would be unrecognizable to
most of the persons I’ve written
about, frustrating to others.” We
are a country of many stories, a
country under continual construc-
tion, a work in progress. Demo -
graphically we are increasingly
diverse. In our cities much of the
population is foreign-born or has
at least one parent born else-
where. Canadians tend to cele-
brate diversity rather than pro-
mote a singular national identity.
We pride ourselves on not being
aggressive about the ties that
bind. Gray borrows from Douglas
Coupland the idea of a shared
sense of being Canadian as more
like a “secret handshake.” 

What is not in question is the
deep attachment to Canada that
this book affirms. In telling the
story of Canada through the sto-
ries of Canadians, Gray, herself
an immigrant, has come to love
her adopted country, and to pro-
claim the promise of its potential.

Happy Canada Day!

Canada at 150: celebration and continuing challenge
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Charlotte Gray, The Promise of Canada
(Toronto, Simon and Shuster Canada, 2016, 378 pages)

Gerald Schmitz

Readings
& Meanings

Gerald Schmitz
THE PROMISE OF CANADA — Charlotte Gray’s wonderful book is subtitled
“150 years — People and Ideas That Have Shaped Our Country.” “In telling the
story of Canada through the stories of Canadians, Gray, herself an immigrant, has
come to love her adopted country, and to proclaim the promise of its potential,”
writes Gerald Schmitz.

Simon & Schuster



The Prairie Messenger has
received letters of encourage-
ment and thanks since we
announced the closure of the
paper for May 2018. Readers
have acknowledged the invalu-
able contribution the Prairie
Messenger has made in their
lives and faith formation.

On this page, we thank anoth-
er group of supporters: those
who have donated to the Prairie
Messenger Sustaining Fund. You
have supported us for several
decades and have extended the
life of the Messenger for several
years. We are most grateful for
your continued support.

Some readers object to the
paper running ads. We run a
minimal amount compared to
most papers. The loss of ad
revenue is what is causing
many secular papers to fold.
Ad vertisers are switching to the
media where they can get max-
imum exposure to customers:

the Internet.
The Messenger has also ben-

efitted from the support provid-
ed to community newspapers by
Heritage Canada through its
Canada Periodical Fund. How -
ever, that support was cut drasti-
cally a few years ago, and we
have felt its impact.

It was not an easy decision
for the monastic community to
end an apostolate of 95 years.
The monks of St. Peter’s Abbey
have been associated across
Canada with the Prairie
Messenger. That link will soon
be gone. The same thing has
happened to other religious
communities who were spon-
sors of hospitals and schools
and other apostolates.

In our closing year, the
Messenger will pro-rate its price
of subscription. It’s not fair to
charge the full price (low though
it was) for a seven- or three-
month subscription. Renewal

notices will reflect this discount-
ed price.

However, the Messenger will
still depend on subscriptions,
ads and donations to fulfil its
commitment to staff, news out-
lets and delivery by Canada
Post. We thank you, our donors,
for your continued support. The
cost of delivering the paper by
Canada Post continues to eat up
a large chunk of our revenue.

Extra costs this year will be
borne by the Prairie Messenger
Sustaining Fund and by the
Order of St. Benedict. Donations
will now be received by the
Order of St. Benedict, Box 190,
Muenster, Sask. S0K 2Y0.

Sincerely,

Abbot Peter Novecosky, OSB
Editor
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In the summer of 1969, Cast C of the international
singing group Up With People performed for King
Beaudoin and Queen Fabiola of Belgium in their jungle
garden behind their palace. The cast members were
delighted to have the opportunity to meet their highnesses
after the performance and chat with them. They were awe-
struck by the opulence of the jungle garden, but also mar-
velled at the humble manner of the king and queen. 

Faithful Catholics, this royal pair in a sense embodied
within their reign some of the qualities of the readings
today that invite us to live in the kingdom of our God
through humility and non-violence. 

First of all, the prophet Zechariah invites us to rejoice.
The reason for rejoicing seems ambivalent. Nevertheless,
we can say that the first reason to rejoice is because we
have a king who is triumphant and victorious and whose
dominion will be great, from sea to sea. 

However, the reason for rejoicing, according to the
standards of the world, seem to end there. Our king has no
jungle garden; no palace, seemingly not even any power.
He is so humble that he will come not on a donkey, but on
the foal of a donkey. He will be non-violent, yet will have
an unusual kind of power, as he will put an end to violence
and war. As the prophet Zechariah puts it, he will cut off

chariot, war-horse and battle-bow, and instead, will com-
mand peace.

Turning to the Gospel, we see Jesus beginning to fulfil
that prophecy of Zechariah. Jesus thanks God for reveal-
ing the mysteries of the kingdom to little children, not the
wise and intelligent, for this was the Father’s will. He goes
on to say that only the Son knows the Father and can
reveal the Father. 

A key element of the mystery of the kingdom that Jesus
came to bring hinges on the reality that in Jesus, God is
totally and absolutely non-violent. That is a mystery that
fundamentalists of all stripes cannot and have not grasped.
For all too many in this world, violence and suicide bomb-
ing is done in the name of religion. On a smaller scale,
divisions, power struggles and attempts to control others
often sneak into the very organizations and institutions
that profess to be Christian, spiritual and religious, be they
parish councils, committees, or other groups in the life of
the church. How hard it is to truly grasp the full extent of
this reign of Jesus as a non-violent, gentle, meek, humble
Lord and Saviour.

Still, Jesus invites us to take up his yoke that is easy
and light, and affirms once again that he, our king and
master, is gentle and humble of heart. As we respond to

this invitation to enter the kingdom of Jesus through
humility and non-violence, we are to be like a child help-
ing her grandfather carry a pail of water. The grandfather
allows only enough weight of the handle in the child’s
hand that she can carry, allowing the child to have the
impression she is really helping her grandfather carry that
heavy pail.

Our response to this invitation to enter into the king-
dom of God, the reign of God inaugurated in this world by
Jesus, is to allow ourselves to be more and more moulded
into him. As St. Paul puts it in the second reading, we
have the Spirit of God within us and therefore belong to
God. That same Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead will

give life to our mortal bodies through that same Spirit. 
It is that same Spirit, if we are humble and faithful

enough, that will help us heal and let go of control, of per-
fectionism, of imposing our negative attitudes and ways
onto others. It is that same Spirit that will usher us into the
reign of God, right here and right now, in this life and not
just in the next life, through humility and non-violence.

John was a young missionary who with another priest
wanted to try to co-pastor one of the communities they
were given to care for. Although quite a challenge at first,
they worked out the ramifications of that arrangement and
seemed to be doing quite well. 

One evening after a pastoral care meeting at the local
hospital with other pastoral workers, John noticed that his
fellow priest was agitated and restless. Having just taken a
marriage encounter, John suggested they write out their
feelings and dialogue. When he received the other priest’s
piece of paper, he read these words: “At the meeting
today, I felt that no matter what I said, they would do what
you want anyway.”

John was shocked, as he began to realize, even without
knowing it, he was communicating the impression that he
was in charge. It was his first glimpse of his tendency to
control situations and others. Saddened at first by this real-
ization, he began to feel grateful for this sudden self-
awareness that would allow him to pray over this deeply
rooted tendency that was causing him to inflict pain on
others, to deal with it and to let it go. 

One who caught and lives this mystery is Jean Vanier,
founder of the L’Arche community for the mentally chal-
lenged, who teaches that if we are humble, open and hon-
est enough to share our weakness with others, that frees
them to be the same with us, and together we grow. That is
kingdom wisdom. 

The eucharist we celebrate now is a foretaste of the
reign of God in which humble gifts of bread and wine are
transformed into the Body and Blood of Jesus, our king,
who is both triumphant and victorious, but also gentle and
humble of heart. 

May our participation in this meal enkindle in us the
desire to become more and more like Jesus our king, and
spread the Good News of this gentle kingdom of non-vio-
lence to the rest of the world so in need of this message. 

Fundamentalists can’t grasp mystery of non-violence
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Charity is about big-heartedness, but social justice requires more

Charity is about being good-
hearted, but justice is about some-
thing more. Individual sympathy
is good and virtuous, but it
doesn’t necessarily change the
social, economic, and political

structures that unfairly victimize
some people and unduly privilege
others. We need to be fair and
good of heart, but we also need to
have fair and good policies. 

Jim Wallis, speaking more
specifically about racism, puts it
this way: When we protest that
we are not implicated in unjust
systems by saying things like: “I
have black friends,” we need to
challenge ourselves: It’s not just
what’s in our hearts that’s at
issue; it’s also what’s at the heart
of public policy. We can have

black friends, but if our policies
are racist, there’s still no justice
in land. Individual goodwill alone
doesn’t always make for a system
that’s fair to everyone. 

And it’s precisely on this point
where we see the crucial distinc-
tion between charity and justice,
between being good-hearted as
individuals and trying as a com-
munity to ensure that our social,
economic, and political systems
are not themselves the cause of
the very things we are trying to
respond to in charity. What caus-
es poverty, racism, economic dis-
parity, lack of fair access to edu-
cation and health care, and the
irresponsibility with which we
often treat nature? Individual atti-
tudes, true. But injustice is also
the result of social, economic,
and political policies that, what-
ever their other merits, help pro-
duce the conditions that spawn
poverty, inequality, racism, privi-
lege, and the lack of conscien-
tious concern for the air we
breathe.

Most of us, I suspect, are
familiar with a story that’s often
used to distinguish between chari-
ty and justice. It runs this way: 

There was a town built along-
side a river, but situated around a
bend so the townsfolk could see
only that part of the river that
bordered their town. One day a
few of the children were playing
by the river when they saw five
bodies floating in the water. They
quickly ran for help and the
townspeople they alerted did
what any responsible persons

would do in that situation. They
took care of the bodies. Pulling
them from the river they found
that two were dead and they
buried them. Three were still
alive. One was a child for whom
they quickly found a foster home;
another was a severely ill woman,
so they put her in a hospital; the
last was a young man and, for
him, they found a job and a place
to live. 

But the story didn’t end there.
The next day more bodies
appeared and, again, the towns-
folk responded as before. They
took care of the bodies. They
buried the dead, placed the sick in
hospitals, found foster homes for
the children, and jobs and places
to live for the adults. And so it
went on for years, so that taking
care of the bodies they found each
day became a normal feature of
their lives and became part of the
life of their churches and their
community. A few altruistically
motivated people even made it
their life’s work to take care of
those bodies. 

But . . . and this is the point,
nobody ever went up the river to
see from where and for what rea-
sons those bodies kept appearing
each day in the river. They just
remained good-hearted and gen-
erous in their response to the bod-
ies that found their way to their
town.

The lesson is clear enough: it’s
one thing (needed, good, and
Christian) to take care of the
needy bodies we find on our
doorsteps, but it’s another thing

(also needed, good, and Chris -
tian) to go upstream to try to
change the things causing those
bodies to be in the river. That’s
the difference between good-
hearted charity and acting for
social justice.

Sadly though, as good church-
going Christians, we have been
too slow to grasp this and conse-
quently have not brought the
demands of Jesus and faith to
bear as strongly upon the ques-
tion of social justice as we have
been to bring them to bear upon
charity. Too many good, church-
going, charitable women and
men simply do not see the
demands of justice as being any-
thing beyond the demands of pri-
vate charity and good-hearted-
ness. And so we are often good-
hearted enough that we will, lit-
erally, give a needy person the
shirt off our back even as we
refuse to look at why our closets
are overfull while some others
don’t have a shirt.

But this should not be misun-
derstood. The gospel-demand that
we act for justice does not in any
way denigrate the virtue of chari-
ty. Charity is still the ultimate
virtue and, sometimes, the only
positive difference we can make
in our world is precisely the one-
to-one love and respect we give
to each other. Our own individual
goodness is sometimes the only
candle that is ours to light.

But that goodness and light
must shine publicly too, namely,
in how we vote and in what pub-
lic policies we support or oppose.

Zechariah 9:9-10Fourteenth Sunday Psalm 145in Ordinary Time Romans 8:9, 11-13July 9, 2017 Matthew 11:25-30

Ron Rolheiser, OMI

In 
Exile

Rolheiser, theologian, teacher,
and award-winning author, is
president of the Oblate School of
Theology in San Antonio, Texas.
He can be contacted through his
website: www.ronrolheiser.com.
Now on Facebook: www.face-
book.com/ronrolheiser

Liturgy
and Life

Sylvain Lavoie, OMI

Sylvain Lavoie, OMI, Archbishop Emeritus of the
Archdiocese of Keewatin-The Pas, is chaplain at the Star
of the North Retreat House in St. Albert, Alta. He contin-
ues to live out his motto, Regnum Dei Intra Vos (the king-
dom of God is among you), which is his overriding focus
and passion.
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For more information please contact: Barb Stachniak
Ph: 306-256-3444  � email: stmichaelshaven@sasktel.net

Monday - Thursday, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

We have suites available for rent:
   24-hour staffing                            Wheelchair accessible
   Three full meals & snacks            Home Care services
   Chapel & Lounge                         Monthly Wellness Clinic
   Activity & Social Programs         Hair Salon & Barber Shop

Affordable rates ~ Guest Room available



By Edna Froese

A master gardener I am not. I do
like gardening, though, and have
been known to form strong attach-
ments to particular plants. The rose
bush beside our front door, for
example, has a long history, begin-
ning, I believe, in the backyard of a
pie-shaped lot in Grosvenor Park,
Saskatoon, and then continuing in a
small square of dirt in a seniors’
complex on Berini Drive, where
my mother had reluctantly acqui-
esced to inevitable downsizing. A
lifelong gardener, she tried to make
this limited living bearable by
claiming what little space there was
for growing flowers. When even
that meagre space was cut, she
asked me to adopt the rose bush.
Within a year my father had died,
and she had moved to a nursing
home. That was more than 25 years
ago, and the rose bush lives on next
to our front door, a bright red state-
ment of the need for beauty,
always. 

But about the jade plants —
that story begins about 10 years
ago when my sister surprised me
with a slip from the large, ungain-

ly jade plant that had thrived in her
condo for decades. The little green
stem with its hard round leaves
was already carefully packed to
survive a five-hour winter drive.
Once its roots had become an
encouraging tangle at the bottom
of a water glass, I gave it a dirt
home in a clay pot and took it to
my office where I hoped that
abundant east sunlight would help
it thrive. It did, too — in the man-
ner of jade plants, which is ever-
lastingly slow. 

Never having grown one
before, I hadn’t realized that jade
is in the business of living for the

long haul. Goodness, but they take
their sweet time to put out new
leaves. And it is sweet, because
the green of those new leaves
seems the very embodiment of
hope, tender yet firm. It’s so
unlike the wraithlike green of new
willow leaves in spring, but then
nothing about jade is insubstantial.
Its leaves are almost one-quarter-
inch thick, even at birth. Stems,
too, are solid. Jade plants can
grow to tree-size with veritable
trunks, as I have seen elsewhere.
So I’ll confess that I was disap-
pointed to discover just how slow-
ly jade grows. 

Nevertheless, my little jade per-
sisted, and when I eventually took
it home, I gave it a larger pot and
wished it well in our living room
window. For a few years, it was
happy. It branched as it should,
adding new leaves, pair by pair. I
was proud of it — and of myself. I
liked my new plant friend. So
when it began to drop leaves that
had odd brown spots, I was dis-
mayed. It was no longer as beauti-
ful, with those gaps along the
stems, and nothing I did seemed to
make it feel better. 

Doctor Google assured me that
jade plants are easily propagated,
advice I viewed with some skepti-
cism, after finding no adequate
help for my plant in the first place.
On a day when my pa tience, never
in abundant supply, collided with
one of my impulsive raze-it-all-to-
the-ground moods, the jade plant
was de clared not worthy of its
space. It was time to make room
for other plants. 

Fortunately, I remembered
some instructions about propagat-
ing jade. Instead of tossing it into
the compost bin, I cut it up and put
the pieces away in solitude to let
their open wounds dry. Once the
sliced ends had scabbed over, I
dunked them in rooting compound
and stuck them into some dirt.
“Do what you will,” I told those
remnants, “grow or not grow. Your
choice. I can always find other
plants. For the time being, I give
you all a spot in the sun and an

occasional drink of water.” 
For weeks — I have no idea

how many — the wounded jade
plants sat there in the dirt, meditat-
ing for all I know. Occasionally I
glanced at them, half afraid to
hope. Then there was the morning
I noticed the tiny beginning of new
leaves at the top of one plant and
then on another. Does it seem
strange, maybe even ridiculous,
that I felt an uprush of emotion
quite out of proportion to the
miniscule sign of life? I could have
bought a nicely shaped healthy
jade plant at some nearby store. I
didn’t need these misbegotten,
misshapen plant beginnings. 

Yet I was absurdly happy for
every one of them, even the two
absolutely barren stems that after
months have still shown nothing
but a slight green swelling at the
top. Several of the cuttings are now
clearly growing; their new leaves
are big enough that I’m anticipat-
ing the next pair. Daily I look for
progress and plan which ones I’ll
keep and which will become gifts
or find their way to some charity
sale. I’m reassured by the green
upthrust of life that continues, no
matter how sharp the knife or how
rude the transplanting. 

On good days, when the sun
shines, I dare to consider that simi-
lar patience might yet see the heal-
ing of more human cuts and the
emergence of new growth in rela-
tionships that have dropped too
many leaves.

Nothing teaches patience like jade plants
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A lesson in patience.                                                                                              Edna Froese

Froese taught English litera-
ture at St. Thomas More College
in Saskatoon for many years until
her retirement. She currently
works part time as academic edi-
tor while relishing the freedom to
read and write for pleasure.

Summer is a time to take advantage of the great outdoors

If you can’t wait to go camp-
ing or be in the great outdoors,
there are good reasons for it.
beyond the desire to get out of
Dodge. Research proves what
we have long intuited: being
outside is good for us. Physical
and psychological health
improves with time spent out-
doors. 

Many of us spend a lot of time
indoors, under artificial light.
While we know we need to be
sensible about sun exposure, sun-
light supports good health. Early
morning sun exposure resets our
circadian rhythm, improving
sleep. Sunlight is responsible for
the production of vitamin D.
Vitamin D helps us maintain a
healthy immune system, im -
proves neuromuscular function,
and reduces inflammation, the
risk of some cancers and osteo-
porosis. Sunlight seems to
improve vision. 

Various studies have linked the
time spent indoors under artificial
light with nearsightedness in chil-
dren. Sunlight also increases our
serotonin levels, which makes us
feel calmer and more positive. It’s
harder to be cranky on a beauti-
ful, sunny day. 

Being outdoors inspires move-
ment, lowering the risk of being
overweight. It’s not necessary to
work up a heart-pumping sweat to
glean some health benefits from
being outside. A stroll in a forest
or park can help prevent heart dis-
ease, stroke, Type II diabetes, back
pain, and it positively improves
mood. We exert more energy and
experience greater enjoyment
when we exercise outdoors, and
we are more likely to make exer-
cise a permanent part of our
lifestyle. Given the choice
between the gym and the outdoors,
choose the outdoors — preferably
somewhere green, because walk-
ing in an urban neighbourhood
does not have the same effect as
walking in a forest or park. 

The  na tura l  envi ronment
improves psychological health.
Being in proximity to nature is
linked to increased activity in
the parts of the brain responsi-
ble for empathy, emotional sta-
bility and the capacity for love. 

Being outside lowers cortisol
levels and reduces stress. The
aromas of the natural world and
the garden increase relaxation.
Pine lowers anxiety. Lily and
rose have a calming effect.
Lavender reduces anxiety and
aids in sleep. Freshly cut grass
emits a chemical that induces
calm. 

A good dose of nature sharp-
ens thinking, improves concentra-
tion, memory, and creativity.
Green spaces refresh our tired
brains and restore mental energy. 

The benefits to physical and
psychological health from being
in green spaces are clear and
compelling. An awareness of the
spiritual benefits, however,
seems to be lacking in the discus-
sion. Yet there is a significant
spiritual component to being in
the great outdoors that deserves
attention. 

The Celts talked about “thin
places” — physical locations
where the veil between heaven
and earth thinned. Thin places
fostered intimacy with God.
While I don’t necessarily believe
that there are specific geographic
locations that have a monopoly
on “thinness,” I am certain that
time spent in the natural world
nourishes our soul, makes us
more receptive to goodness and
beauty, helps us to perceive truth,
and opens us to the presence of
God. 

The religions of the world
have always recognized a connec-
tion between the inner, spiritual
life and the natural world. 

The Buddha attained enlight-
enment while meditating under
the bhodi tree. Moses encoun-

tered God on a mountainside in a
burning bush. Jesus went into the
desert and retreated to a moun-
taintop to pray. In Hinduism,
mountains provide access to
higher forms of meditation, and
rivers nourish and purify body,
mind and the inner being. In
some Aboriginal cultures the
vision quest to discover one’s
purpose and meaning in life was
a rite of passage that required
isolation in a remote place. 

Most of us have experienced
graced moments of ineffable
beauty and of wondrous awe
when in the presence of nature.
While mine often occur in the
mountains or near water, the
sight of a massive bumblebee

hanging upside down on a tiny
blossom as it collects nectar in
my garden also stirs my soul. 

These types of experiences
take us out of our self and give
rise to new insights into reality,
being and the sacred. They help
us transcend our own situation,
problems, limitations and ego.
They remind us that we are inti-
mately connected to creation and
to others. 

The health benefits of getting
back to nature are well document-
ed. The research confirms what
we have always known. Being
outdoors is good for us and inter-
acting with nature makes us feel
better. It may also make us better
people. 

Trail, B.C., resident Louise
McEwan is a freelance writer,
religion columnist and catechist.
She has degrees in English and
theology and is a former teacher.
She blogs at www.faithcoloured
glasses.blogspot.ca. Reach her at
louisemcewan@telus.net

Louise McEwan

Everyday
Theology

95th annual

Mount Carmel
Pilgrimage

(two miles north of Carmel, Sask.)

Sunday, July 16

Program:
9:30    An hour with Mary
          Marian hymns, rosary, 
            Sacrament of reconciliation

10:45  An hour with God's family
          Sunday eucharist
            Blessing of fields
            Blessing of the sick

12:00  An hour with our 
          diocesan family
          Lunch & quiet time with the 
            Blessed Sacrament
1:30    An hour with the Lord
          Hymns
            Stations of the Cross
            Blessing with the
            Blessed Sacrament



In an age when every Christian
denomination seems to lose more
members than it gains, it is easy to
overlook a category of sincere
mature Christian women and men
who struggle with quite a different
issue. Whether it be through the
sharing of life with a spouse of
another denomination, through a
maturing of faith which results in
tension with the beliefs and prac-
tices of one’s adhering church, or
simply through a “holy en -
counter” facilitated by a pastoral
presence or liturgical witness in
another Christian tradition, mak-
ing a denominational switch can
be attractive and easy, but can also
bring about an agonizing period
of painful questions, doubt and
struggles. In all cases a switch of
this nature is considered, not be -
cause of a lack of faith, but
because of its opposite, i.e. a
deeper and maturing faith.

Whether brought on abruptly
or gradually, the inner transfor-
mation leading to the decision to
change one’s religious identity

and allegiance can be heart-
wrenching, dangerous and painful
as well as attractive, inviting and
affirming.

The biblical figure of Ruth is
an apt companion for anyone who
embarks on such a journey. In the
face of tremendous loss (husband,
brother-in-law and father-in-law
all die) Ruth felt compelled to
choose an unknown and precari-

ous future (Ruth 1:15-18). It is
not enough for Ruth to be thrust
into uncertainty by the deaths of
the men who secured women’s
social status, security and future.
Ruth ruthlessly exacerbates this
already chaotic situation, this lim-
inal space, by turning her back on
her native country, religion and
culture by choosing to go to
Bethlehem with her mother-in-
law Naomi. Those who see her
leaving shake their heads; those
who see her coming shake their
heads (Ruth 1:19). What is she
doing? How dare she renounce
social and gender status, ethnic
origin, religion and culture? What
makes her think life will be better
as a foreigner, a widow and an
outcast in Naomi’s homeland?
Why?

While the outside world may
look on with shock and increduli-
ty, the Ruths in our churches
(women and men) enter a power-
ful and comprehensive transfor-
mation facing all the risks and
dangers, which the very act of
leaving behind the familiar and
cherished entails. It bears the fea-
tures of a crisis — doubt, fear,
chaos, anxiety, loneliness, resis-
tance, loss. It is an intense jour-
ney from orientation through dis-
orientation to reorientation. It is a
dangerous opportunity, indeed,
but if undertaken with honesty
and humility, trust and courage,
the dangerous nature of this type
of transition can indeed lead to
new life.

Such has been the experience
in my Anglican move, and I am

all the more thankful for it .
How ever, a Google search did
not result in many accounts of
religious transitions such as the
one I have undertaken. Sur -
prising, really, as this type of
transition occurs more frequently
than is publicly visible. As my
Anglican bishop has commented:
“There’s a lot of traffic between
our two traditions — in both
directions!” 

This phenomenon has in fact
been formally acknowledged by
our respective churches. Already
some 25 years ago, the Canadian
Anglican — Catholic Dialogue
group produced a document
addressing the moving of clergy
from one tradition to another.
The tone and content of these
guidelines convey the utmost
respect for a person’s decision to
change traditions while urging
all in volved to avoid both judg-
ment and attitudes of triumphal-
ism.

Early on in his pontificate
Pope Francis wrote: “Truth is a
relationship, modelled on the
Trinity.” As I am living into my
new Anglican self-identity, that
line keeps twirling through my
thoughts and feelings, through
my actions and motivations:
truth, a relationship, a relation-
ship . . . When I can keep rela-
tionships of love intact, placing
this call to love unconditionally
above the need to be right and
above any urge to defend or argue
my point of view, then gone is
any desire to enter a boxing
match with anyone. And so my
spiritual trek from Rome to
Canterbury was marked with the
deep call to love — intentional
love, no-strings-attached love,
Christ-like love, painful love;
love generously, graciously and
deeply, especially those who chal-
lenge my loving: Be kind to one
another, tenderhearted, forgiving
one another, as God in Christ has
forgiven you (Eph 4:32).

Denominational change brings about great struggles
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Canada can still do more to assist refugees around the world

The United Nations High Com -
mission for Refugees (UNHCR)
has released its annual report that
surveys the forced displacement of
people around the world. At the

end of 2016, there were more than
65 million people forced from
their homes by persecution, con-
flict, violence or human rights vio-
lations. That’s an increase of

300,000 since 2015 and the high-
est number since the end of the
Second World War. It’s equivalent
to the entire population of the
U.K.

Of those 65 million displaced,
only about one-third — or 22.5
million — have been officially
registered by the UNHCR as
refugees living outside of their
own countries. A far larger num-
ber are internally displaced within
countries such as Syria, Colom -
bia, Iraq, Afghanistan and South
Sudan, where civil war has erupt-
ed once more. 

Of course, no one believes that
the solution is to resettle every-
one who has been forcibly dis-
placed. After all, most Syrians,
Iraqis, Afghans and Sudanese
want to return to their homes and
previous lives. But if that is to

happen, wars, violence and
human rights abuses must be
diminished. 

Veteran Canadian peace re -
searcher Ernie Regehr says that
the solution, which is admittedly
difficult to achieve, rests upon
what he calls the four Ds: devel-
opment, democracy, disarma-
ment, and diplomacy. “If you
want to engage and to promote
international peace and security,”
Regehr says, “then you have got
to en gage in developing a means
to respond to economic develop-
ment, good governance and
diplomatic capacity, and to con-
trol the arms with which wars are
fought.” 

Seeking hopeful signs, the
UNHCR says that about seven
million forcibly displaced people
were able to return home in 2016.
And about 190,000 refugees were
admitted for resettlement in a
variety of countries, including
Canada. Laudably, this country
accepted 47,000 refugees in 2016,
which was second only to the
United States at 97,000.

The Liberal government in
Canada, elected in October 2015,
promised to accept 25,000 Syrian

refugees by the end of that year.
They missed that target some-
what, as much of the resettlement
occurred in 2016, when 33,000
Syrians were among the 47,000
refugees resettled. What’s more,
the 2017 target has been scaled
back to 25,000 — an inadequate
response, indeed, while the UN
endeavours to resettle at least 1.2
million people by the end of this
year.

The campaign to accept
Syrians in 2015 and beyond was
driven by Canadians, themselves.
There remains in this country a
unique tradition in which faith
and other non-governmental
groups organize to privately spon-
sor and support refugees. In 2016,
those particular sponsorships
accounted for 38 per cent of all
refugee resettlement; in 2017,
they’ll be responsible for 64 per
cent. Canada, ultimately, is a
wealthy country with a tradition
of welcoming the stranger, and
citizens — both religious and sec-
ular — want to do more. The
question is whether their govern-
ments will continue supporting
them in that worthwhile endeav-
our.

Rev. Marie-Louise Ternier

Double
Belonging

Dennis Gruending

Pulpit
& Politics

Rev. Marie-Louise Ternier is
now an Anglican deacon, serving
the Anglican and Lutheran parish-
es in Watrous, Sask. In her spare
time she serves on the program-
ming team at Queen’s House in
Saskatoon. Marie-Louise is a pub-
lished author and spiritual direc-
tor, retreat leader and conference
speaker. This column is co-pub-
lished with the Saskatche wan
Anglican. Marie-Louise blogs at
http://graceatsixty.wordpress.com

CNS/Yahya Arhab, EPA
REFUGEE NUMBERS CONTINUE TO INCREASE — Young African refugees take part in a rally mark-
ing World Refugee Day June 20 in Sana’a, Yemen. At the end of 2016, there were more than 65 million peo-
ple forced from their homes by persecution, conflict, violence or human rights violations.

HOLY LAND 
PILGRIMAGE

Nov. 21 - Dec. 3, 2017, with Fr. Pius Schroh
Visiting: Jerusalem, Mt. of Olives, Bethlehem, Church of Nativity, Dead Sea,

Sea of Galilee boat ride, Cana, Nazareth, Mount Tabor, 
Masada, daily mass & more . . .

CALL: GOSPA TOURS
RR 5, Site 502, Box 9, Saskatoon, SK  S7K 3J8
Ph: 306-384-0169  �� Fax: 306-384-0565

Email: gospatours@sasktel.net

Gruending is an Ottawa-based
author, blogger and a former
member of Parliament. His Pulpit
and Politics blog can be found at
www.dennisgruending.ca. This
originally appeared with the
United Church Observer website,
http://www.ucobserver.org/



Happy Canada Day
July 1 marks a countrywide celebration of the

150th anniversary of Confederation. In 1867 the four
colonies of Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick and
Nova Scotia decided in Charlottetown to form one
country, called Canada. It has since expanded to 10
provinces and three territories.

Instead of our major anniversaries being a cause
for celebration, however, the cracks in our union
become more obvious.

In the 1967 centennial year, the major crack was
the French-English controversy. Some Quebeckers
demanded recognition as a distinct society and a sov-
ereign state. The Parti Québécois government held
two failed referendums, in 1980 and 1995, on provin-
cial sovereignty. Quebec refused to sign the
Constitution Act, 1982 which patriated the British
North America Act. It gave the Parliament of Canada
full powers to amend the Constitution. The 1982
Constitution also introduced the Canadian Charter of
Rights and Freedoms.

On the 150th anniversary, the crack that has
become more pronounced is that caused by the fed-
eral government’s treatment of the indigenous peo-
ples. This has been highlighted by the Indian
Residential School debate and the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission report of 2015, calling
for a process of reconciliation and recognition of

Canada’s Aboriginal peoples.
When we celebrate Canada and what unites us

and what can make us all proud, we should not
neglect acknowledging the physical land we live in.

In 1759 Voltaire wrote this description of Canada:
“You realize that these two countries (France and
England) have been fighting over a few acres of snow
in Canada, and they are spending on this splendid
struggle more than Canada itself is worth.”

Voltaire’s remark is one of the best-known
descriptions of early Canada. While written more
than a century before Confederation, his view was
shared by many high-ranking French government
officials. Voltaire’s unflattering assessment of
Canada was in sharp contrast to an alternate vision
from fellow philosophers Montaigne and Rousseau
who romanticized the garden paradise and natural
goodness found in the New World.

Our land is something that connects all
Canadians, even though many have not travelled its
length and breadth. It is a vast land, full of riches. It
is a land that God has blessed generously.

One hundred and fifty years ago, the Atlantic
Ocean was overflowing with cod, so much so that
fishers could scoop them out of the water with baskets.

The Prairie region had millions of buffalo, which
provided for all the needs of the indigenous peoples.
Beavers were abundant and valued both by the
indigenous people and by European traders.

Canada has an abundance of mineral wealth,
including potash, oil, uranium and diamonds. These
are the products of thousands of years of history,
including ice ages and climate changes. Today they
provide a livelihood for many Canadian citizens. The
Great Lakes and the Canadian Shield are unique fea-
tures of the country.

Canada has an abundance of natural beauty.
Visitors are attracted by such natural wonders as
Niagara Falls and the Rocky Mountains. The vast
Prairies have their own unique beauty and attraction.
We have forests and national parks that provide quiet
respite for citizens living in crowded and noisy cities.

Canada has rivers and lakes in abundance. While
Minnesota can boast of being the land of 10,000
lakes, Saskatchewan alone has around 100,000 – and
we don’t even boast about it.

Canada has the Arctic and the challenges of liv-
ing in a cold and dark land — and 24-hour days and
nights. But it also has a beauty its inhabitants cher-
ish.

Canada has the northern lights which astound us
both from earth and from space. Visitors come from
afar to view them, and pray that the unscheduled
lights appear during their visit.

The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms
recognizes the supremacy of God. As we celebrate
Canada Day, we can be grateful to God for how he
has blessed our land. — PWN
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“A new commandment I give
to you, that you love one another
. . . .”

— John 13:34  

I have been enjoying the feder-
ally funded multi-ethnic adver-
tisements acknowledging and
encouraging us to celebrate the
rich diversity and relatively toler-
ant society that is Canada today.  

The stories shared in these
advertisements reflect sensitivity
to colour, age, gender, ethnicity

and religious heritage.  
For me — money well spent.

We need to acknowledge and cel-
ebrate what we have achieved.
That achievement is in large part
due to a lot of work by a lot of
people over the decades.  

Most of those involved were
members of faith communities
who believed an essential aspect of
their living faith was to be instru-
ments through which the Divine
co-created worlds so all had life
with dignity — and love was at
least as known as fear and hatred.  

The “150 spot” I particularly
like is the one featuring Delhi 2
Dublin’s (D2D) Sanjay Seran.  

Seran states there are few
places is the world where young
people from such diverse tradi-

tions could come together to
“play” with their respective her-
itages, co-create something new,
beautiful, fun . . . and it just be
considered “normal.”   

His experience is consistent
with mine. Like Seran, I am
grateful whenever I am back on
Canadian ground — particularly
if I have been to that increasingly
unfriendly and intolerant giant to
the south of us.  

My last trip to the USA was
pre-Trump but post-9/11. Upon
disembarking at the Vancouver
airport, I held back the impulse to
kiss the ground. I also restrained
myself from hugging the RCMP
officers who were smiling and not
packing rifles!    

What joy! What sanity!   We
have much for which to be thank-
ful and celebrate!  

As Gov. Gen. David Johnson
stated — we are a continuously
evolving social experiment striv-
ing to make diversity work for us.
However, we cannot rest on our
laurels or forget the tragic chap-
ters of our past.  

Societies just as easily devolve
as evolve . . . particularly when
religious and ethnic intolerance is
weaponized to obfuscate discrim-
inatory economic policies.    

Unfortunately, since about the
mid-1990’s Canada has been de -
volving.   

This came to a head when in
the 2015 federal election, our rul-
ing party of the day tried to use
religious and ethnic intolerance to
manipulate our hearts and minds
to hold onto power.  

Only 67.3 per cent of voting
Canadians rejected this . . . and
67.3 per cent rejected it.  

Unfortunately, our current rul-
ing party seems to be more about
“progressive posturing” than
making the substantive changes
promised in their campaign.  

On my return from New Zea -
land this spring, I passed through
Brisbane Australia.  

There — on a big screen dis-
playing a continuous loop — was a
spot with a portrait of the Turibal-
Gubbi Elder Maroochy Barambah
accompanied by the words: “In

keeping with the spirit of reconcilia-
tion we respectfully acknowledge
the traditional owners of the land on
which the Brisbane airport stands
and pay respect to their Elders: past,
present and emerging.”  

So simple — yet so powerful!
In the spirit of reconciliation

for the original sins on which the

Canadian nation-state was found-
ed and continues, to have some-
thing similar in all our major air-
ports would be a tiny but substan-
tive step in returning us to our
pilgrimage toward right relation-
ship.

— IMMIGRANTS, page 15

Canada has a rich history of diversity and relative tolerance

Legal euthanasia hits 
one-year anniversary
Editorial, The Catholic Register
(June 18, 2017)

One year, perhaps 2,000 deaths
and several unresolved issues.

As Canada passed the June 17
one-year anniversary of the day Par -
liament briskly made assisted sui-
cide and euthanasia legal, the debate
around medical killing is anything
but settled. That’s not to suggest the
law may be reversed. Tragically,
there is little public sup port or politi-
cal will to make that happen. When
Canada joined a small list of nations
to permit death by doctor, it crossed
a moral Rubicon that is without a
foreseeable retreat.

But still unanswered is how far
Canadian society will push the
envelope in terms of who quali-
fies for assisted dying, and to
what extent society will insist that
every person who rejects assisted
dying have the option of palliative
and hospice care to assure them a
dignified, natural death.

These vital matters went unad-
dressed as Parliament scrambled
after the 2015 election to draft a
law and meet a Supreme Court
deadline. It was always unrealistic
to expect lawmakers to unravel
this complex issue in mere
months. Instead, they shrugged
and set aside some key questions.

Prominent among these was
whether assisted suicide should be
offered to teenagers and children,
and to the mentally disabled, and
should people in the early stages of
disease be able to give an “ad -
vance directive” to be killed at a
future date when they would be
unable to give informed consent. A

panel is studying these questions
and will submit a report next year. 

It is similar for palliative and
hospice care. The government has
committed to expanding these ser-
vices but how much and when re -
main open questions. Mean time,
society’s benign acceptance of
assisted suicide is quickly grow-
ing. It’s as if now that it is legal,
people believe it must be moral.

As Canadian society distances
itself from believing that life, all
life, is sacred, what’s left to deter-
mine is which lives are worth pre-
serving. That unsettling debate is
now underway, and only a giddy
optimist would predict that courts
and lawmakers will accept the
existing boundaries.

Then there is the matter of
reporting, specifically, creating a
national framework to provide crit-
ical province-by-province data on
exactly how often assisted suicide
and euthanasia are being re quested
and performed. Compre hensive
and transparent record-keeping is
essential to flagging abuse. Also,
scrupulous monitoring reflects the
seriousness of passing laws that
make it acceptable in specific cir-
cumstances for one human to end
the life of another.

Like so much around this issue,
national reporting is a work in
progress that won’t be settled be -
fore next year. Meantime, although
estimates put the number some-
where between 1,800 and 2,000,
it’s unknown exactly how many
assisted suicides were carried out
in the past year.

As anniversaries go, there is
nothing happy about this one.

A critical educator, writer and
engaged citizen living in Qualicum
Beach, B.C., Zarowny is also on
the leadership team for her
parish’s Justice and Life Ministry. 

CNS/Dai Kurokawa, EPA
SOMALI REFUGEES CAMP IN KENYA — Somali refugees are seen
after arriving in 2011 at a camp in Dadaab, Kenya. In Dadaab, the
world’s largest refugee complex in northeast Kenya, Somali refugees are
facing the question of whether to return to their homeland or stay and
risk being forced to move if the Kenyan government closes the camp.

Yvonne A. Zarowny

Soul
Mending
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A house divided against itself cannot stand
The Editor: Maureen Weber’s

article in the May 17 edition
describes the Prairie Messenger’s
history of offering an opportunity
for dialogue and discussion lead-
ing to dissent, disagreement and
diversity within the faithful that
God has called. 

If my understanding of the
article is correct, in the process of
celebrating the PM’s role in
championing the variety of opin-
ions that exist in the church (the
sensus fidelium) the authority and
dogmatic teachings of the Roman

magisterium are characterized as
oversimplified, less real and
mostly out of touch with the
lived experiences of the faithful
laity and clergy who are worldly
wise.

Not to be disrespectful, but I
think it would be better to put
effort into learning about and
understanding the teachings of
the Roman Catholic Church’s
magisterium and helping faithful
Catholics to live out those teach-
ings in their daily lives. Jesus
established his church on the

authority of the Apostles and their
successors — the magisterium in
Rome.

There are countless opinions
within and without the Roman
Catholic Church, but only the
Roman Catholic magisterium
possesses the authority given to it
by Jesus Christ its founder in pro-
fessing the faith and morals with-
out error. It is this voice we
should be listening to and follow-
ing faithfully. A house divided
against itself cannot stand. —
Paul Burgoyne, Roseisle, Man.

PM provides valued faith formation for parishioners
The Editor: I was surprised

and disappointed to learn of the
imminent demise of this fine
paper.  How is it that a Catholic
population of 600,000 won’t
support a regional news pa -
per? Presumably, many non-sub-
scribers are the same people who
ask their pastors for more adult
faith formation.

It may be that the Internet has

made the survival of newspapers
difficult, even if they have an
online edition. However, i t
would be a mistake to conclude
that what the Prairie Messenger
provides is just “information”
that can easily be found on
another “platform.” The PM is
the voice of a unique local com-
munity, something the World
Wide Web is unlikely to nur-

ture. The name says it all.
Is it too late? As a subscriber,

I had no idea the paper was in
trouble.  I am wondering whether
the PM’s financial problems
could be addressed by raising
rates (it’s incredibly cheap) or
boosting circulation. I have never
seen it ad vertised. Don’t shut the
Messenger! — Don Schroeder,
Winnipeg

Continued from page 1

run by Caritas South Sudan, pro-
viding fast-growing seeds and
farming tools for 2,500 families in
areas where it is still possible to
grow food.

Some $112,000 will go to fund
Solidarity With South Sudan — an
international Catholic network, sup-
porting 16 scholarships and a train-
ing program for primary school
teachers. The teacher training centre
takes in students from every ethnic
group so they can learn and later
teach values of tolerance and recon-
ciliation along with basic education.

A contribution of $150,000 will
go to fund two hospitals run by the
Comboni Missionary Sis ters. Com -
boni Sister Laura Gemignani told
reporters that they have extremely
few re sourc es to support their small
staff and numerous patients.

For example, she said their hos-
pital in Wau sees 300 patients a day
— 40,000 a year — but there is on -
ly one doctor, who comes in every
day and responds to every emer-
gency.

“It’s hard to pay his salary,” she
said, but he, the nurses and other
staff stay on despite the insecurity
and danger.

When they were told to evacu-
ate because of intensified fighting,
she said the staff said that as long
as they had even just one patient to
attend to, they would never leave.

Turkson said, “The Holy Father
does not forget the un heard and
silent victims of this bloody and
inhumane conflict, does not forget
all those people who are forced to
flee from their homes because of
abuses of power, injustice and war.
He holds all of them in his prayers
and his heart.”

Pope supports South Sudan projects

Continued from page 1

“Commitment to Communion.”
Each session included a short
video presentation, with the final
one provided by Anderson. 

“Seeking union requires that we
know each other more deeply,” he
said, “and that we esteem the many
gifts of the church present in each
other’s traditions. This has hap-
pened through the centuries wher-
ever unnamed Christians living
side by side and led by God’s Spirit
have shown goodwill and sought to
live in friendship. We saw how the
modern ecumenical movement
began to bring Chris tians together
to work for reconciliation among
Christian churches. An important
impetus for these efforts is the
mutual recognition of the sacra-
mental bond of baptism that unites
us to Christ and brings us into com-
munion with one another in his
ecclesial body, the church.

“We learned how, through the
practice of dialogue, many schol-
ars and church leaders worked to
overcome misunderstandings and
doctrinal disagreements. The prac-
tice of dialogue can also help us
build trust, mutual respect and
better knowledge of one another at
the local level. Today Lu therans
and Catholic leaders and pastors
gather together in ministerial asso-
ciations for fellowship and mutual
support. Clergy and pastoral work-
ers come together for common
study days and times of retreat.
Military, hospital and prison chap-
laincy teams have become impor-
tant centres for ecumenical collab-
oration and ministry.”

All five videos can be found on
the YouTube website by searching
“Joint Ecumenical Commemoration
of the Reforma tion.”

Co-chairs of the Roman
Catholic-Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Canada working group
for the 500th Year Commemora -
tion of the Reformation, were
Archbishop of Winnipeg Richard
Gagnon and Rev. Susan Johnson,
national bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Canada.

In a letter to the faithful of the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg, Gagnon
explained the “immense signifi-
cance” of the events of Oct. 31,
2016, at the 1,000-year old Lutheran
cathedral in Lund, Sweden, when
Pope Francis joined with leaders of
the Lutheran World Federation
(LWF) to commemorate the 500th
anniversary of the Protestant
Reformation. The LWF bishop, Dr.
Munib A. Younan, and general sec-
retary, Rev. Dr. Martin Junge, partic-
ipated with Pope Francis “in a com-
munal liturgy highlighting the fruits
of Lutheran-Catholic dialogue.”

The final study session con-
cluded with five commitments
made by Lutherans and Catholics:
to begin from the perspective of
unity, not division; to continuously
be transformed by the en counter
with the other and the mutual wit-
ness of faith; to seek visible unity,
to elaborate together what this
means in concrete steps and to
strive repeatedly toward this goal;
to jointly rediscover the power of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ for our
time; and to witness together to
the mercy of God in proclamation
and service to the world.

Dialogue builds trust

CNS/Carol Glatz
Cardinal Peter Turkson

Continued from page 14

To me, it would help rid Ca -
nadians of the erroneous notion we
are only a nation of immigrants.  

Kitkatla, a Tsimshean village on
the northwest coast of B.C., has
been continuously occupied for
over 10,000 years. That is slightly
longer than Jerusalem has been
continuously occupied by anyone
— including the Canaanites much
less the Israelites!  

The ancestors of the various
Inuit nations have been in their
regions for over 30,000 years.   

With the change in tone and
progressive posturing of our current
federal Liberals, we have slowed
Canada’s devolution into a fear-

filled nation where citizens right-
eous anger at a worsening economy
is twisted into being bent on vio-
lence, revenge and scapegoating.  

However, more of substance is
needed if we want to ensure all our
young are safe to return to prayer
or to whatever else they want to do
without fear of being beaten to
death with a metal baseball bat.
This happened to 17-year-old
Nabra recently in Sterling, Vir -
ginia.   

To ensure that never again
someone receive the unconscion -
able treatment meted out to
Angela Cardinal, a Cree women in
custody of Alberta’s legal institu-
tions, these institutional cultures
need to be transformed — federal-

ly and provincially.  That could be
done and done quickly without a
huge outlay of monies. We know
how to do it. Just needs to be a pri-
ority.  

It has been over 2,000 years
since Jesus came and told us to
love one another and that love is
“the way” to peace, true happi-
ness and contentment.  

As we celebrate Canada’s 150,
are you prepared to take Jesus’s
Love Commandment deep into
the essence of your being?  

Are you prepared to be a ves-
sel through which the Divine
works to transform Canada into a
truly inclusive society where all
God’s Creation has life with dig-
nity for the full continuum?

Canada more than a nation of immigrants

Denise Young

Branching Out
it

takes
time to

trust a tree
and

believe its boughs
will bravely bear

your
worry’s

weight
By Denise Young
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Pope pays tribute to Italian priests who served poor
By Junno Arocho Esteves

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Pope Francis paid homage to two
Italian priests who were known
for persevering in their priestly
ministry despite facing opposi-
tion, even from within the church. 

Visiting the towns of Bozzolo
and Barbiana in northern Italy
June 20, the pope prayed before
the tombs of Revs. Primo
Mazzolari and Lorenzo Milani,
who dedicated their ministry to
the poor and the oppressed.

Pope Francis arrived by heli-
copter first to Bozzolo, where he
greeted residents and well-wishers
lined outside the church of St. Peter
the Apostle, where Mazzolari’s
remains were laid to rest. 

After praying in front of an
icon of Mary, he went to the be -
loved Italian priest’s tomb, where
he laid an arrangement of white
and yellow flowers and stood in
silent prayer for several minutes. 

Born in Cremona, Italy, Maz -
zo lari was known for his steadfast
opposition to Italy’s Fascist re -
gime despite attempts against his
life. 

Although his calls for in -
creased participation of the laity,
church reform and outreach to the
marginalized were all themes that
were at the forefront of the
Second Vatican Council three
years after his death, he was pro-
hibited by the church from speak-
ing publicly or publishing his
writings. 

He would later gain recogni-
tion for his faithfulness to the
church and was asked to preach
in Milan by Cardinal Giovanni
Battista Montini, the future
Blessed Pope Paul VI. 

He was also praised by St.
John XXIII who referred to him
publicly as the “trumpet of the
Holy Spirit in Bassa Padana,”
referring to the area of Lombardy
where Mazzolari carried out his
ministry. He died in 1959. 

In his talk, the pope said he
wished to meditate on the rele-
vance of Mazzolari’s words and
writings, although they were “not
always understood and appreciat-
ed” during his time. 

Mazzolari “wasn’t someone
who regretted the church of the
past, but sought to change the
church and the world through
passionate love and unconditional
dedication,” the pope said. 

“Alongside the truth that I
repeat, I must be there; I have to
put something of mine to show
that I believe what I say,” the
pope said. “It must be done so
that the brother feels invited to
receive the truth.”

Citing Mazzolari’s words, the
pope said priests are also called to
help bring out the best in people
and not demand perfection.

“I want to repeat this and
repeat it to all the priests of Italy
and also the world: Let us have
common sense! We shouldn’t
beat on the backs of poor peo-
ple,” he said. 

Pope Francis encouraged
priests to follow Mazzolari’s ex -
ample of “listening to the world,
to those who live and work in it,
to take on every question about
meaning and hope without fear of
crossing the desert and dark
places.”

“In this way, we can become
the poor church for and with the
poor; the church of Jesus,” he
said. 

After blessing the faithful in the
church, the pope then headed near-
ly 210 kilometres south to the town
of Barbiana, near Florence, to pray
before the tomb of Rev. Lorenzo
Milani, whose establishment of
schools for all children, regardless
of their religion, was initially criti-
cized within the church. 

Pope Francis said he wished to
pay tribute to the memory “of a
priest who gave witness to how,
in the gift of self to Christ, one
can meet brothers and sisters in
their needs and serve them.”

His “radical” dedication to
education, he added, was “the
concrete way in which he carried
out his mission.

“Give back the word to the
poor because without the word
there is no dignity and thus no lib-
erty or justice: this is what Father
Milani taught. And it is the word
that can open the path to full citi-
zenship within society, through
work and fully belonging to the
church” with greater awareness of
the faith, the pope said. 

Educators, he continued, have

a “mission of love” in guiding
young people not just in learning,
but in developing their freedom
of conscience. 

“This is an appeal to responsi-
bility. It is an appeal that involves
you, dear young people, but first
of all, we adults, who are called
to live the freedom of conscience
in an authentic way, as a search
for the true, the beautiful and the

good and ready to pay the price
for what it entails. And this with-
out compromise,” he said. 

Pope Francis also reminded
priests, both young and old, that
they are the heirs of Milani’s
legacy and to love the church by
being men of “sincere faith” and
pastoral charity toward all those
who the Lord has entrusted to us
as brothers and children.”

Indonesian Catholics help
ease tensions with Muslims 

JAKARTA, Indonesia (CNS)
— Indonesian Catholics have
made a greater-than-usual effort
to help Muslims celebrate Eid al-
Fitr this year amid heightened
religious tensions in the country,
reported ucanews.com

It said Jakarta’s recent tumul-
tuous election — which saw hard-
line Muslim groups orchestrate
the defeat of a Christian governor
— as well the discovery of sever-
al terror plots have increased fears
of growing intolerance in the
country.

As a result, the Christian com-
munity sought to counter intoler-
ance by making a greater effort to
foster a spirit of religious brother-
hood during the holiday, reported
ucanews.com

Archbishop Ignatius Suharyo
Hardjoatmodjo of Jakarta, presi-
dent of the Indonesian bishops’
conference, issued a video mes-
sage to the country’s Muslim
“brothers and sisters,” to mark the
end of Ramadan.

“We hope that the sacred mo -
ment we celebrate will also be a
blessing for all Indonesian people
and encourage all citizens in
building a more just and prosper-
ous Indonesia,” he said.

The Indonesian government
set June 25 for Eid al-Fitr this
year. Indonesia traditionally cel-
ebrates Eid al-Fitr  over two
days.

Many churches located next to
mosques — including Jakarta’s
St. Mary of the Assumption Ca -

thedral — postponed mass June
25 so as not to interfere with Eid
prayers. Catholics — including
bishops, priests, nuns and lay -
people — also visited and greeted
Muslims at mosques and in their
homes.

Archbishop Antonio Filipazzi,
papal nuncio to Indonesia, paid a
courtesy call on Indonesian Presi -
dent Joko Widodo after attending
Eid prayers at Istiqlal Mosque in
Jakarta.

Archbishop Robertus Rubiyat -
moko of Semarang visited Mus -
lims attending Eid prayers at
Central Java Grand Mosque to
foster “fraternity among the peo-
ple of Indonesia.” Other bishops
also visited local Muslim leaders.

“I hope that interfaith life in
the archipelago, especially in
Central Java, will be much better
in future, so that peace and joy
can be established,” Rubiyatmoko
said.

At churches across Indonesia,
Christians offered lunch or gift
parcels for poor Muslim fami-
lies.

In Jakarta, the archdiocese and
Community of Sant’Egidio orga-
nized an Eid al-Fitr lunch at the
Friendship House in West Jakarta
for 160 poor Muslim children and
their families.

“The poor hardly ever have
the chance to sit together for
meals. So we invited them so
they could sit and eat together,”
said Piere Doe, co-ordinator of
the event.

By Rhina Guidos

WASHINGTON (CNS) —
Days after rebels in Colombia
announced turning in the last of
their cache of weapons over to
international observers, the Vati can
announced June 23 details of Pope
Francis’ September trip to the war-
torn South American country.

The pope is scheduled to visit
four cities, starting his trip in the
Colombian capital of Bogota
Sept. 6, followed by day trips to
Villavicencio and Medellin Sept.
8 and 9, respectively, and heading
back to Rome from Cartagena
after mass Sept. 10.

Colombian president Juan
Manuel Santos had said the pontiff
had promised him he would visit
Colombia if the government and
the rebel group known as FARC
(Fuerzas Armadas Revolucion ar -
ias) signed a peace agreement.
Though Colombian voters last year
rejected a referendum on the peace
agreement between the government
and FARC, Santos later negotiated
a modified deal with Colombian
opposition leader and former
President Alvaro Uribe. The
process came with help from the
Vatican, including the pope, who
met with the two men in late 2016.

The rebels began turning in
their weapons to United Nations
observers in early June and all
were expected to be turned in by
June 20, bringing 52 years of war
to an end. 

The pope is expected to take
part Sept. 8 in several acts of
reconciliation, including a mass
and prayer, in Villavicencio,
according to a schedule released

by the Vatican.
Colombian Vice-president

Oscar Naranjo said in an interview
published June 23 in the El
Tiempo newspaper that the pope’s
trip comes at a time in the country
“when the discussion stops being
about how to win the war, but how
to achieve peace.” The pope’s trip
cannot be “just another episode” in
the national discourse about peace,
said Naranjo.

According to some estimates,
more than 220,000 have died in the
decades-long conflict, tens of thou-
sands have been injured, and more
than seven million were displaced.

Concerns about the end of the con-
flict were reawakened when a
bomb exploded inside a mall bath-
room in Bogota June 17, killing
three and injuring nine people.
Some blamed another rebel group,
the National Liberation Army, or
ELN (Ejercito de Libera cion
Nacional). The group, however,
denied involvement and said it
doesn’t target civilians.

While in Colombia, the pope
also is set to meet in Bogota Sept. 7
with the directive committee of the
Latin American bishops’ council,
known as CELAM for its Spanish
acronym.

Pope will visit wartorn Colombia 

Education is what remains after one has forgotten
what one has learned in school. 

— Albert Einstein 

CNS/Leonardo Munoz, EPA
POPE TO VISIT COLOMBIA — Archbishop Ettore Balestrero, apos-
tolic nuncio to Colombia, and Domenico Giani, Pope Francis’ lead
bodyguard, look at a newspaper during a May 8 walk through the
streets in downtown Bogota. The pope is scheduled to visit four
Colombian cities, starting his trip in Bogota, the capital, Sept. 6, fol-
lowed by day trips to Villavicencio and Medellin Sept. 8 and 9, and
mass in Cartagena Sept. 10.

CNS/Alessandro Garofalo, Reuters
POPE HONOURS PRIEST — Pope Francis is greeted by Bishop
Antonio Napolioni of Cremona, Italy, as he arrives to visit the tomb of
influential 20th-century Italian Father Primo Mazzolari June 20 at St.
Peter the Apostle Church in Bozzolo, Italy.


