
By Cindy Wooden

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Following Christ the King, whose
regal power is love and mercy,
means the whole church and each
Christian must “follow his way of
tangible love,” Pope Francis said.

Celebrating the feast of Christ
the King Nov. 20 and officially
closing the extraordinary jubilee
celebration of the Year of Mercy,
Pope Francis insisted, “we have
received mercy in order to be mer-
ciful.”

On a warm, late fall morning,

St. Peter’s Square was filled with
an estimated 70,000 people for
the mass, which was concelebrat-
ed by the new cardinals Pope

Francis had created the previous
day.

— hOLY DOOR, page 19

Christ’s power as king is shown in ‘love and mercy’

By Evan Boudreau 
The Catholic Register 

TORONTO (CCN) — Scar -
boro Missions’ interfaith office, a
centre for reflection and dialogue
between Canadian Catholics and
people of other faiths for more
than 30 years, is closing.

News of the closure came in
the form of a letter from Canadian
Conference of Catholic Bishops
president Bishop Douglas Crosby
thanking the missionary society
for its contributions to interfaith
dialogue in Canada.

In his Nov. 8 letter, Crosby said
the Scarboro Missions interfaith
department based in Toronto’s east
end is expected to close in 2017. 

“The commitments by Scar -
boro Missions to the ministry of
interfaith dialogue have had a sig-
nificant pastoral impact in Canada
and abroad. While there must cer-
tainly be a degree of sadness about
the closing of the department,
Scarboro Missions should also

take great joy and satisfaction in
knowing that the remarkable work
you have accomplished, the seeds
you have sown, have richly served
and benefited interfaith dialogue
and will do so for years to come,”
Crosby wrote.

Those close to the Scarboro
Missions order have been antici-
pating the closure. However, Rev.
Damian MacPherson, director of
ecumenical and interfaith affairs
for the Archdiocese of Toronto,
still said he was overcome with
“disappointment.” 

“Scarboro (Missions) is a gem
in the world of interfaith,” said
MacPherson. “Their contributions
have been extraordinary and . . .
I’m sure the interfaith community
itself weeps at the loss.” 

Founded in 1984, the Interfaith
Department sought to bring to -
gether experts, academics, spiritual
leaders and lay people, typically
for workshops. Along with build-

— DIALOGUE, page 5

Scarboro Missions’ interfaith
office to close in 2017

Prairie artist 
and author
Henry Ripplinger had
already
established
himself as
one of
Canada’s
premiere
artists with
his works hanging in 
galleries and private 
collections, but he is now 
a celebrated author as well.
— page 10

Remembering
Cohen
Canadian singer, songwriter
and poet Leonard Cohen,

whose death
two weeks
ago was
made public
Nov. 10,
“was the
quintessen-
tial Jewish

composer of our time —
yes, perhaps, even more
than Bob Dylan,” writes
Jeffrey Salkin.
— page 11

Francis, the
ultimate
headhunter
More than three years into
his pontificate, it’s common
knowledge in the Vatican
that Francis likes to set his
own schedule and dispense
with the usual protocols
and gatekeepers. He keeps
his own datebook, calls
who he likes when he likes
on his own cellphone —
and, judging by his 
selection of cardinals,
seems to be his own best
executive search firm, 
writes David Gibson.
— page 15

On boredom
It has been said by
esteemed writers that if we
are bored, it is because 
we are too “internally
impoverished.” But, writes
Don Ward, “There are
many circumstances over
which we have no control
that can bring forth 
boredom,” and people 
cannot be blamed 
as a result.
— page 17
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Bishops commissioned to work together

Publication Mail Agreement No. 40030139

By Kiply Lukan Yaworski

REGINA — A call for Anglican
and Roman Catholic bishops from
around the world to work more
closely together in witness and
joint mission is part of the ongoing
fruit of a unique eight-day gather-
ing held earlier this fall in Canter -
bury and Rome, says Regina
Archbishop Donald Bolen.

“We were commissioned as
pairs of bishops to go and work
together, to witness together
wherever possible, and to encour-
age our brother bishops to work
together,” says Bolen, one of the
bishops from around the world
commissioned for the task by
Pope Francis and Archbishop of
Canterbury Justin Welby. 

“The ongoing story is what the
pairs of Anglican and Catholic
bishops can do together across
Canada, and across the world.”

Bolen was the Canadian Cath -
o lic representative bishop at the
gathering. He was paired with Ca -
nadian Anglican representative
Bishop Dennis Drainville of
Quebec. 

Bolen also participated in the
event as the Catholic co-chair of
the International Anglican-Roman
Catholic Commission for Unity
and Mission (IARCCUM), whose
summit began with 19 pairs of
Anglican and Roman Catholic

bishops gathering in Canterbury,
and ended with a series of events
in Rome.

The purpose of the summit was
to discover where Catholics and
Anglicans can give greater witness
to their common faith and collabo-
rate in mission to the world, based
on 50 years of dialogue and the
agreed statements of the Anglican-
Roman Catholic International
Commission (ARCIC) and the
IARCCUM document, “Growing
Together in Unity and Mission.”

“The starting point was really
to have each pair of bishops pres-
ent on the pastoral and social
problems in each of our contexts,”
Bolen describes. “We were then
asked to say how we are working
together to respond to these prob-
lems, and invited to reflect on
what more we can do together,
faced with these challenges.”

Participating bishops repre-
sented regions around the world
where Anglicans and Roman
Catholics live side-by-side in sig-
nificant numbers. The problems
facing bishops from different
countries around the world varied
enormously, Bolen notes. 

“In a context of deep oppres-
sion where Christians are being
persecuted (such as Pakistan),
working together means one
thing; in the context of Canada or
the United States, and in a very

secular society, it
means quite anoth-
er. And what you
can do together in
each context also
depends on the
quality of An glican-
Roman Catholic
relations,” he says.

For instance,
Bolen points out,
Papua New Guinea
has the closest rela-
tionship between
Rom an Cath o lics
and An gli cans in the
world. “How ev er, in
the United States,
where the moral and
social questions
around same-sex
blessings and same-
sex marriage see the
Catholic Church and
the Episco palians on
opposing ends, it
places some limits
on what you can do
together.

“So every con-
text is unique, but in
each of those con-
texts we were chal-
lenged to ad dress
those questions:
What are our ma- 

— PARTNERS, p. 7

L’Osservatore Romano
JOINT WITNESS — Regina Archbishop
Donald Bolen (left) and Anglican Bishop Dennis
Drainville were among pairs of bishops from
around the world commissioned by Pope
Francis and Archbishop of Canterbury Justin
Welby Oct. 5 to go forth and encourage closer
collaboration between Anglicans and Roman
Catholics in joint witness and joint mission.

CNS/Paul Haring
POPE ISSUES APOSTOLIC LETTER  — Pope Francis presents his
apostolic letter, Misericordia et Misera, (Mercy and Misery) to a woman
in a wheelchair at the conclusion of the closing mass of the jubilee Year
of Mercy in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican Nov. 20. In the letter the
pope called for several special initiatives begun during the Year of
Mercy to continue on a permanent basis.
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U.S. bishops welcome ‘groundbreaking new study’
BALTIMORE (CNS) — A

groundbreaking new study com-
missioned by the American bish-
ops that finds diversity abounds in
the U.S. Catholic Church is a clar-
ion call to Catholic institutions
and ministries to adapt and pre-
pare for growing diversity, said
Archbishop Gustavo Garcia-Siller
of San Antonio.

On Nov. 15, the second day of
the bishops’ annual fall assembly
in Baltimore, the archbishop
shared results of a report by the
Centre for Applied Research in
the Apostolate at Georgetown
University showing the church is
one of the most culturally
diverse institutions in the United
States.

It was commissioned by the
U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops’ Committee on Cultural
Diversity in the Church, chaired
by Garcia-Siller, to help identify
the size and distribution of ethnic
communities in the country —
Hispanic and Latino, African-

American, Asian-American and
Native American.

He asked his brother bishops to
look at the data and see how it
speaks to their regions to help dio-
ceses plan, set priorities and allo-
cate resources.

The study’s finding that there are
close to 30 million Hispanics in the
U.S. church resonated in the elec-
tion earlier that day of Arch bishop
Jose H. Gomez of Los Angeles to a
three-year term as USCCB vice-
president, bringing a Latino voice to
the leadership role for the first time.
Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of
Galveston-Houston was elected to a
three-year term as USCCB presi-
dent, succeeding Archbishop
Joseph E. Kurtz of Louisville, Ken -
tucky, whose term ended with the
close of the meeting.

The bishops also heard about
the church’s preparations for fifth
National Encuentro of Hispanic/
Latino Ministry, from Auxiliary
Bishop Nelson J. Perez of Rock -
ville Centre, New York, chair of

the bishops’ Subcommittee on
Hispanic Affairs.

The V Encuentro, as it is being
called, is to be held in September
2018 in Fort Worth, Texas. It will
be the culmination of parish,
diocesan and regional encuentros,
in which the bishops anticipate
more than one million Catholics
participating over the next two
years.

“It is a great opportunity for
the church to reach out to our
Hispanic brothers and sisters
with Christ’s message of hope
and love,” Perez said. “It is a
time to listen, a time to develop
meaningful relationships, a time
to learn and bear abundant fruits,
and a time to rejoice in God’s
love.”

The effort got a personal

endorsement from Pope Francis
during a Nov. 15 video message to
the U.S. bishops at their fall gen-
eral assembly in Baltimore.

In other action Nov. 15, the
bishops approved making perma-
nent their Subcommittee on the
Church in Africa and the hiring of
two people to assist the subcom-
mittee in carrying out its work.
They also approved another 10-
year extension for the Retirement
Fund for Religious national col-
lection.

They approved a strategic plan
that will govern the work of the
conference and its committees
from 2017 through 2020, incorpo-
rating the theme “Encountering
the Mercy of Christ and Accom -
panying His People With Joy.” It
sets five priorities: evangelization,
marriage and family life, human
life and dignity, vocations, and
religious freedom.

Maronite Bishop Gregory J.
Mansour gave a presentation on
the persecution of Christians in
the Middle East, urging the U.S.
bishops to bring wider attention to
the situation to their parishes and
political leaders.

A theme of outreach and inclu-
sion ran through many sessions of
the two days of public sessions of
the bishops’ meeting. Sessions on
the last day of the assembly, Nov.
16, were held in executive ses-
sion, except for a brief address by
Cardinal Marc Ouellet, prefect of
the Vatican Congregation for
Bishops, that was live-streamed.
Echoing Pope Francis, he told the
U.S. bishops that their ministry is
to be “witnesses to the Risen
One.”

God’s mercy for us is example
that we be patient with others
By Carol Glatz

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Offering counsel and admonishing
sinners are works of mercy, but
they are not a licence to pretend to
be better than others, Pope Francis
said.

To counsel others is a chance to
see how well you, too, measure up
to essential standards, he said Nov.
16 to people gathered in St. Peter’s
Square.

In his final general audience
during the Year of Mercy, which
was to close Nov. 20, Pope Francis
reflected on two verses in the
Gospel of St. Luke (6:41-42) in
which Jesus warns against the
hypocrisy of noticing “the splinter
in your brother’s eye,” but not per-
ceiving “the wooden beam in your
own.”

“Remove the wooden beam
from your eye first; then you will
see clearly to remove the splinter
in your brother’s eye,” Jesus
says.

Those verses and Jesus’ vision
of leadership as service, the pope
said, help guide Christians in how
to carry out the works of mercy
traditionally described as instruct-
ing the ignorant, counselling the
doubtful, admonishing sinners and
bearing wrongs patiently.

“We are all very good at recog-
nizing something that may be an
annoyance” and thinking, “How
much longer must I listen to this

person’s complaints, gossip,
requests or bragging,” he said.

Patiently putting up with peo-
ple is an essential part of the faith,
he said, because God showed so
much mercy and patience with his
people. 

The best example, the pope
said, is seen in the Book of Exodus
when the people became “truly
unbearable,” always finding
something new to complain about
every time God brought relief to
each preceding grievance.

“What must we do with bother-
some people?” the pope asked.
First, look in the mirror and see “if
we, too, may sometimes prove to
be bothersome to others.”

“It’s easy to point a finger at
other people’s faults and short-
comings, but we must learn to put
ourselves in the other person’s
shoes,” he said.

Like his father, Jesus showed a
lot of patience, too, the pope said.
For example, when James’ and
John’s mother begged Jesus to
grant her sons positions of power
in his future kingdom, Jesus used
the opportunity to offer instruction
on the true purpose of his coming
— to sacrifice himself for and care
for others, not wield power over
them.

The spiritual works of instruct-
ing the ignorant and admonishing
sinners, he said, are all about help-
ing people grow in the faith and
discover the path to true joy.

CNS/Bob Roller
U.S. BIShOPS ELECT NEW EXECUTIVE — Cardinal Daniel N.
DiNardo of Galveston-houston addresses a news conference Nov. 15 at
the fall general assembly of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops in
Baltimore. The cardinal was elected USCCB president that morning.
Seated to his left is Archbishop Jose h. Gomez of Los Angeles, who was
elected USCCB vice-president.

By Mark Zimmermann

WASHINGTON (CNS) — This
past summer, on the days when the
temperature topped 100 degrees, it
was even hotter for the congrega-
tion gathered for mass at Our Lady
of Sorrows Church in Takoma
Park, Md., because the building’s
air conditioning system “was
dying,” said Rev. Francisco Tovar,
the new pastor there.

“People were not complaining at
all,” the priest said, noting that some
even joked that they were melting at
mass. The Washington suburban
parish serves a diverse community
of 1,600 members. Each weekend,
nine masses are celebrated in
English, Spanish, French Creole
and Ghanaian.

Relief is coming for the pastor
and his parish, as Our Lady of
Sorrows is installing a new heat-
ing and air conditioning system
for the church. As it turns out,
relief from the heat and the cold
isn’t the only concern being lifted
from the parish.

Earlier this fall, Tovar and the
head of his parish finance council
learned that Our Lady of Sorrows
would be part of a new parish debt
forgiveness program instituted by
the Archdiocese of Washington
for the Jubilee Year of Mercy.
Thus far, 27 parishes are part of
the program.

When Tovar learned that the
archdiocese would be forgiving
$341,797 of his parish’s debt, he
said he was “speechless, very

much moved and grateful.” The
debt was in large part more than a
decade old, long before he
arrived; it had accumulated from
unpaid parish assessments as the
parish struggled to maintain its
school, which eventually closed.

Now, as part of the terms for its
debt being forgiven, the parish will
pay $10,000 to the archdiocese to
cover the remaining portion of the
debt. “This parish really began anew
because of this,” the priest said, not-
ing parishioners offered Washington
Cardinal Donald W. Wuerl heartfelt
applause to express their gratitude
when the archbishop celebrated
mass there in early October.

Washington Auxiliary Bishop
Barry C. Knestout said Wuerl
envisioned the parish debt relief
program –- known officially as
the Accounts Receivable Project
–- as a way for the archdiocese to
live out the vision of the Year of
Mercy called by Pope Francis, and
also to help carry out the goals of
the Archdiocesan Synod.

The synod, which Carinal
Wuerl convoked in 2014 to mark
the Archdiocese of Washington’s
75th anniversary, included a wide-
spread consultative effort among
parishioners across the archdiocese
who put forward recommendations
aimed at revitalizing parishes in the
key areas of worship, education,
community, service and adminis-
tration and stewardship.

The results of the local synod
— the first of its kind in Wash -
ington — dovetailed with Pope
Francis’ call to “reflect on our
work in context of the mercy of
God,” said Knestout, the archdio-
cese’s vicar-general and moderator
of the curia. He noted that the idea
of forgiving debt in jubilee years
has deep biblical roots, including
in Deuteronomy 15:1-2, which
describes forgiving a neighbour’s
debt every seven years.

Knestout said the idea behind
the program “is to lift this burden
hanging over the parish, so they
have resources free to address the
heart of parish life and activity. . . .
In this Year of Mercy, we’re giv-
ing the parish an opportunity to
have a fresh start.”

Washington diocese forgives parishes’ debts

CNS/Jaclyn Lippelmann
ChURCh DEBT RELIEF PROGRAM — Workers remove an old
heating and cooling system at Our Lady of Sorrows Church in Takoma
Park, Md., Nov. 1. A parish debt relief program instituted by the
Archdiocese of Washington to coincide with the Year of Mercy has
enabled some parishes to move forward on pastoral programs and
needed repairs and renovations.
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Plaque acknowledges Treaty 6 territory
By Kiply Lukan Yaworski

SASKATOON — A plaque
acknowledging Treaty 6 territory
and the importance of treaties to
all Canadians was blessed Nov. 9
at St. Anne Roman Catholic
Church in Saskatoon. The evening
celebration included a blessing by
parish priest Rev. Matthew
Ramsay, prayers in Cree by Elder
Oliver Cameron, and a talk by
Elder Ruth Cameron.

During the blessing prayers,
Oliver Cameron lit a smudge of
sage. He described smudging dur-
ing prayer as similar to the use of
incense. 

Ramsay sprinkled the plaque
with holy water, asking for God’s
blessing. “May this plaque be for
us a reminder of how we are all
God’s children here; may it re -
mind us of our history, and our
lives together now, and of the
future that we hope for and that
God wants for us. May it be a step

toward reconciliation and love.”
Designed in consultation with

the Office of the Treaty Com -
missioner, the plaque features a
replica of a medal presented to
participating First Nations chiefs
in commemoration of a treaty
signing. The plaque at St. Anne’s
also acknowledges Treaty 6,
signed in 1876, which covers a
territory of some 121,000 acres in
Alberta and Saskatchewan, in -
cluding the city of Saskatoon.

“Treaties are mutually benefi-
cial arrangements,” states the in -
scription. “Newcomers to Canada
built their society in this place
where some were looking for polit-
ical and religious freedoms. They
and their descendants benefited
from the wealth generated from this
land. Today, there are misconcep-
tions that only First Nations peo-
ples are part of the treaties, but in
reality, all of us are treaty people.”

Earlier in the evening, Christine
Zyla, who works on diocesan rec-

onciliation projects in conjunction
with the Diocesan Council for
Truth and Reconciliation, intro-
duced Elder Ruth Cameron, who
spoke as part of a Treaty Elder
series being offered in parishes
across the diocese.

Born in Treaty 4 territory, Ruth
married Oliver Cameron, a mem-
ber of Beardys and Okemasis First
Nation in Treaty 6 territory, and
has four children, five grandchil-
dren and two great-grandchildren.
She worked for some 32 years as
a home and school liaison in the
Catholic school system in Saska -
toon. “She saw that job as one of
building positive relationships
between families and school,
especially with indigenous fami-
lies,” Zyla said. “She helped
teachers work inter-culturally.” 

In her presentation, Ruth
Cameron described her childhood,
which from the age of five in -
volved attending the Indian resi -
dential school operated by the
Oblates of Mary Immaculate and
the Grey Nuns at Lebret, Sask.
The experience left her angry and
hurt, unable to understand why
her mother had left her at the resi-
dential school, separated from all
but one of her brothers and sisters.
Later, at the age of 14, she strug-
gled to integrate into a public
school, eventually finding accept-
ance through athletics.

Cameron said that over the
years, she has come to understand
how her experiences affected her
— and how the residential school
system and colonization itself has
impacted lives and communities. 

“I just want to share where I
am coming from, to help other
people try to understand our fami-
lies,” she said. 

“Why are people in crisis?” she
asked, citing poverty and addic-
tion as the fallout of a deeply
flawed system. Lives and families
were profoundly damaged by the
schools that separated parents and
children, and a multi-generational
colonization process of assimila-
tion that attempted to eliminate
indigenous languages, cultures,
and sacred ceremonies. 

In the struggle to understand and
find healing, Cameron said she was
helped by her mother, who told her
to “be proud of who you are —
hold your head up high, you have a
lot to offer.” A devout Catholic, her
mother taught her the sacredness of
being a young wom an and a moth-
er, the importance of respecting the
earth, as well as the need to “get
along with all kinds of people.”

For generations the govern-
ment has exercised control over
indigenous peoples, and today
First Nations people continue to
be hurt by racism and a judgmen-
tal attitude, even among indige-
nous people toward each other,
Cameron said. “The jails are full
of our people, but they are not get-
ting help to learn how to be part of
society, how to be helpful.”

Traditional teachings have
helped her rediscover the sacred in
herself and in the world around her,
Ruth Cameron said. She has found
much in common between First
Nations spirituality and Christian
faith. “We all have the same God.
We are all God’s children,” she
stressed, describing the beauty of
diversity, of people of different
colours, shapes and language.

By Philippe Vaillancourt

MONTREAL (CNS) — The
University of Montreal —
Canada’s second-largest universi-
ty — announced it will close its
faculty of theology and transform
it into an institute of religious
studies embedded in the faculty of
arts and sciences.

The university said that this
new configuration, which will
take effect May 1, will give aca-
demic support and administrative
resources to the faculty to allow it
to “deploy its full potential.”

The university’s rector, Guy
Breton, said he believes this
change will “better support the
quest for knowledge and our con-

tribution to society.”
The faculty of theology was

among the three founding faculties
of the University of Montreal in
1878. However, in recent years,
there were talks of how to adapt or
transform the faculty.

In July 2015, Jean-Marc
Charron, acting dean, announced
that the faculty of theology and
religious sciences and the faculty
of arts and sciences would study a
restructuring.

In mid-November, he said the
“new configuration of our team
opens new promising perspec-
tives.”

It is the second time in two
years that a faculty of theology has
closed in a major French Canadian
university. In 2015, the University
of Sherbrooke, east of Montreal,
transformed its theology faculty
into an academic centre.

University of Montreal to
change faculty of theology

Impact of violent porn to be studied
By Deborah Gyapong

OTTAWA (CCN) — A Con -
servative MP’s private member’s
motion to launch a study of the
impact of easily available violent
and degrading sexual content
online has won all-party support.

MP Arnold Viersen’s Motion
#47 would instruct the Standing
Committee on Health to “examine
the public health effects of the
ease of access and viewing of
online violent and degrading sex-
ually explicit material on children,
women and men” and report to the
House of Commons by July 2017.

Motion #47 came up for its
first of two hours of debate Nov.
14. However, a vote on the motion
will not take place until after its
second hour of debate. This may
not happen until after the Christ -
mas break.

Viersen told the House he
hopes such a study will “lead to
better protection for youth online,
foster the healthy sexual develop-
ment of youth, and combat vio-
lence against women and girls.”

The first-time MP said he had
not expected to bring forward this
issue but was approached by
many groups that urged him to do

so. More than 40 groups ranging
from women’s shelters to anti-
human trafficking organizations
to indigenous women’s organiza-
tions have endorsed the motion.

In researching the issue, Viersen
said he was “shocked” at what he
found. The images of naked wom -
en formerly associated with por -
nog raphy have shifted to a market
for explicit material featuring “vio-
lence and degradation.”

In Canada, the average age of
first exposure to sexually explicit
material for boys is 12,” Viersen 
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Kiply Yaworski
TREATY 6 PLAQUE — Elders Oliver and Ruth Cameron and parish
priest Rev. Matthew Ramsay participated in an evening celebration to
mark the installation of a Treaty 6 plaque at St. Anne Parish in
Saskatoon. At an earlier gathering, students from Bishop James
Mahoney high School in Saskatoon also attended a Treaty 6 plaque
event at the local parish.

Vaillancourt is editor-in-chief
of Presence info in Montreal.

By Jean Ko Din
The Catholic Register

TORONTO (CCN) —  Repre -
sen tatives from the Canadian
Catholic Organization for Devel -
opment and Peace are calling
Haiti’s Hurricane Matthew the
“invisible tragedy.”

“This is a very serious catastro-
phe which has been underestimat-
ed by everybody because the loss
of life was relatively low,” said
D&P program officer Mary
Durran. “However, there are a lot
of other elements that do make it a
serious catastrophe.”

Durran visited southwestern

Haiti last week after the Category 5
hurricane destroyed about 200,000
homes, leaving 1.4 million people
in need of humanitarian aid.

She said the government was
much better prepared for this hur-
ricane, having learned valuable
lessons from the 2010 earthquake
that killed more than 200,000 peo-
ple. As a result, it was able to
evacuate the region efficiently. 

The Haitian government has
put the death toll from the hurri-
cane at 546, although other
sources report figures more than
three times higher. 

Hurricane Matthew’s impact
was mainly felt in the southern

coast with about 90 per cent of the
houses destroyed, along with most
of the region’s plantations and
more than 350,000 livestock killed. 

With planting season about to
begin, Haitians are worried that
the hurricane has left them with-
out a source of food.

“The planting season runs to the
second and third week of No -
vember, so we don’t have a very
great window at the moment,” said
Durran. “There are people who are
unable to get seeds and plant now.”

If residents are not able to plant
crops, they will have to rely on 

— WORST, page 4

Haitians caught in ‘invisible tragedy’

CNS/Lisa Johnston
ADVENT BEGINS — A lit candle is seen on an Advent wreath. Advent,
a season of joyful expectation before Christmas, begins Nov. 27 this
year. The Advent wreath, with a candle marking each week of the sea-
son, is a traditional symbol of the liturgical period.
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Inventory of Vatican documents on Canada online
By Deborah Gyapong

OTTAWA (CCN) — Newly
released digital inventories of
Vatican archives have revealed
new insights into Canadian histo-
ry but no dramatic revelations of
the stuff of Dan Brown novels,
says an Italian specialist.

Not even in the Vatican secret
archives “have we found any doc-
ument that has fundamentally
changed our knowledge of Cana -
dian history in the way that actor
Tom Hanks, a.k.a. Professor
Robert Langdon, discovers — and
immediately interprets in the Dan
Brown books,” said Genoa Uni -

versity professor emeritus Luca
Codignola at the Nov. 3 launch of
Saint Paul University’s online
portal to the inventories or calen-
dars of tens of thousands of docu-
ments pertaining to Canada from
1622 to 1922.

“So John Cabot did not make a
third voyage to Newfoundland;

the pope did not engineer the ces-
sion of Canada, and Bishop Ignace
Bourget of Montreal was not a
closet Protestant,” Codignola said.

The inventories reveal new dis-
coveries in the area of church,
religious and Catholic history in
Canada, said Codignola, such as
the presence of more than 60-63
Capuchin missionaries in Acadia
during the years 1639 to 1656, “a
very large number for such a
small population.”

A similar number of Jesuits,
who are much more famous, were
in Acadia and Canada at the same
time, he said.

The discovery of the Capu -
chins gives new insights into the
relationships of the missionaries
with Canada’s indigenous peoples
as well as with other missionary
orders, Codignola said.

The documents also undermine
the perception of Roman docu-
ments as formal in nature and
therefore uninteresting, Codignola
said. For example, the appoint-
ment of Quebec’s first bishop, St.
Francois Laval, was the subject of
much discussion in Rome before
the decision was made.

Among the considerations:
would Rome or Versailles be in
charge of Canada; was a new
bishop needed; was Laval the best
candidate; who would pay for reg-
istering the Papal Bull and sup-
porting the new bishopric, he said.

In the early 19th century, when
it came time to carve up the huge
Quebec diocese due to the new eth-
nic composition of British North
America, the documents show
Bishop Joseph-Octave Plessis did
not cling to power or try to keep
Irish, Scottish and western com-
munities under the strict control of
francophone clergy from Quebec,
he said. 

The Roman archives contain
vast amounts of information on
so-called mixed marriages involv-
ing either an Aboriginal and pagan
partner or a Protestant wife or
husband, he said. Priests would
send requests to the Holy Office
also known as the Holy In qui -
sition for a decision. He gave an
example of the process for obtain-
ing marriage dispensations.

“A man and a woman wanted to
marry but the couple presented
some impediments,” he said. The
priest reported to the bishop who
reported to Rome, where the
Congregation of Propaganda Fide,

in charge of Canada until 1908,
would forward the case to the
Inquisition for a decision. If the
Holy Office replied, the correspon-
dence would follow the same chain
of command back. “When Rome’s
decision was eventually communi-
cated to the interested parties two
or three year later, the couple had
been living in sin for a long while,
had produced a number of illicit
offspring, and had no intention to
separate,” Codignola said. “What
was the parish priest to do except
to ask that an exception be made.”

The joint project of the Public
Archives of Canada (now Library
and Archives Canada), Saint
Paul’s Research Chair for the
Religious History of Canada and
Italian scholars like Codignola,
began in 1977, said Saint Paul
University professor Rev. Pierre
Hurtubise.

Canadian documents in France
and England had been accessible
to historians, but those in the
Vatican archives had not been as
well explored, he said. 

At first printing off these in -
ventories, or committing them to
microfiche, seemed a monumental
task, Hurtubise said. “We needed
to find better and less costly ways.”

Then came the “invention of the
personal computer and its spec -
tacular accomplice the Internet,”
he said.

Retired Canadian archivist
Victorin Chabot and Codignola,
along with Hurtubise were in -
volved in the project from the
very beginning.

In the 1990s, the Canadian
Archives cut funding to the project
but Chabot, who was about to
retire, had already digitized many
of the inventories of the tens of
thousands of documents, Hurtubise
said. 

Hurtubise said the documents
themselves are not accessible
through the website — that would
take much more funding and years
of work — but the inventories
provide a precis of the documents
and their location, so interested
persons can write the Vatican
archive where it is located to
obtain a copy.

The Vatican Archives and Can -
ada project can be accessed through
the following link at Saint Paul
University’s website: ustpaul.ca/
RCRHC. The calendars or invento-
ries of the archives are found in the
menu on the left-hand side.

Catholic universities not place for moralism
By Agnieszka Krawczynski
The B.C. Catholic

VANCOUVER (CCN) —
Catholic universities may be try-
ing too hard to be too Catholic,
according to one educator.

Sam Rocha, a pastoral philoso-
pher in residence at St. Mark’s
College, made the bold claim at a
free lecture Oct. 8.

“As Catholics, we seem to
worry a great deal about Ca thol -
icity in our institutions,” Rocha
told about 25 people at the
Catholic college at UBC.

The university “should not be a
place of obnoxious piety. It should
be a place of intellectual engage-
ment.”

He argued that Blessed Cardi -
nal John Henry Newman, who he
said is “used as a sort of idol” of
Catholic higher education, didn’t
believe the university was the
place for moralism.

Rocha quoted Cardinal New -
man’s The Idea of a University:

“The view taken of a university in
these discourses is the following:
that it is a place of teaching uni-
versal knowledge. This implies
that its object is, on one hand,
intellectual, not moral; and, on the
other, that it is the diffusion and
extension of knowledge rather
than the advancement.”

Newman continued: “Practically
speaking, (a university) cannot fulfil
its object duly, such as I have
described it, without the church’s
assistance.”

So, Rocha maintained, the uni-
versity is not a place for piety,
moralism, or solely for research
either, but a place where students
gain knowledge and ask questions
while the church “steadies it” and
“is necessary for its integrity.”

Unfortunately, some universi-
ties and other groups have turned
faith into “an identity politics,” he
said.

“If we Catholics think that we’re
just another identity group, then
we’ve already lost. Christ didn’t
come to offer us identity. In fact,
Christianity was precisely a break-
ing of identity and religion. Paul
says: ‘gentile or Greek, servant or
free, woman or man, no more.’ ”

Rocha, himself an affiliated
member of a Catholic college who
has signed a statement of fidelity,
said the focus needs to be on
something far deeper than the
Catholic label.

“For Newman, Catholicism is
not reducible to an identity. A
Catholic institution isn’t even
reducible to itself as an identity.
It’s reducible to an essential meta-
physical analogy that ultimately
rests in some understanding of the
soul or of God or of something far
beyond and far more complex.”

He sums up the concept in one
word: conscience. Universities

should be places where a student,
with a conscience that “is not
reducible to being bullied around
by either a state or a church” can
learn, debate, and ask questions.

“Conscience is not licence or
ability to do whatever you want.
To recognize the truth of your own
being is not to construct it on your
own terms. It’s in some sense to
listen to the voice of God inside
you.”

Abandoning politics and mo ral -
ism and taking Newman’s ideas to
heart, universities “can make a dif-
ferent kind of witness to the world,”
Rocha said: “a witness that is re -
laxed, that is not based in fear, that
is not built on a kind of inferiority
complex. It doesn’t have to feel that
it has to be apologetic in nature. It
doesn’t have to argue all the time.”

He quoted Cardinal Newman, a
convert who understood this dialec-
tic: “Certainly if I am obliged to
bring religion into after-dinner
toasts, which indeed does not seem
quite the thing, I shall drink: to the
pope, if you please, still, to con-
science first, and to the pope after-
wards.”

The Newman Association of
Vancouver sponsored Rocha’s talk
on the eve of Cardinal Newman’s
feast day. President Michael Goco
said he did not feel criticized.

“The university grows in its
pursuit of truth and knowledge by
true dialectical and honest dia-
logue,” he said.

“Much is true as well in the
Christian life, where our growth is
mostly stimulated by those who
challenge what we believe by dia-
logue. By engaging in this we can
grow as men and women of strong
intellect and articulation and be
not afraid to immerse ourselves in
the mystery of Truth that is Christ
himself.”

CCN/D. Gyapong
hISTORY ONLINE — Genoa University professor emeritus and Canadian specialist Luca Codignola, Saint
Paul University Rector Chantal Beauvais, Monique Benoit, archivist Victorin Chabot and Saint Paul
University professor Rev. Pierre hurtubise at the launch of a website giving access to digital inventories of
tens of thousands of documents about Canada in Vatican archives from the years 1622 - 1922.

B.C. Catholic/A. Krawczynski
Sam Rocha
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food aid until the next planting
season in February. 

The rainy season is also in full
swing and people are struggling to
find shelter because most of the
houses had the roofs ripped off by
strong winds. As families begin to
move out of temporary shelters
and back into their community,
people are taking shelter in one or
two houses that are still standing.

“In the town of Torbeck, we went
to visit a priest and the priest’s house
was still quite intact,” said Durran.
“He said he had 11 people sleeping
at his house at night. . . . And you
have situations where they have a
tarp that they’ve put on top of a part
of the house, so you have everybody

huddled in one room.”
An ongoing cholera outbreak

has also worsened in the region,
killing at least 29 people. 

Durran said the worst is yet to
come for the Haitian people
affected by the storm. D&P has
launched a nationwide appeal to
fund relief efforts in the region.
Collections have already begun in
parishes across Canada.

“The best thing really is to do -
nate money,” said Durran. “Many
people ask about going to Haiti and
helping but we find that actually,
it’s the Haitian organizations on the
ground who really know what to do
best and basically, they need money
to carry out their operations.”

To learn more about relief efforts
in Haiti, visit devp.org/haiti

Worst yet to come in Haiti
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Report notes rise in religiously motivated violence
By Deborah Gyapong

OTTAWA (CCN) — Aid to the
Church in Need’s biennial report
on religious freedom calls reli-
giously motivated violence an
emerging trend in religious perse-
cution.

During the communist era, “it
was clear the government was cre-
ating the problems and the persecu-
tion,” said Marie-Claude Lalonde,
national director of Aid to the
Church in Need Canada. Now reli-
gious groups, specifically extremist
brands of ideological Islam, are
“playing a key role in what’s going
on in the Middle East.”

“The period under review has
seen the emergence of a new phe-
nomenon of religiously motivated
violence which can be described
as Islamist hyper-extremism, a
process of hyper radicalization
unprecedented in its violent ex -
pression,” says the report.

This extremism is marked by:
“an extremist creed and a radical
system of law and government;
systematic efforts to drive out all
who disagree, including moderate
Muslims; “cruel treatment of vic-
tims”; the use of social media to
recruit new members and intimi-
date “by parading extreme vio-
lence”; and global impact through
affiliate groups and networks.

“This new phenomenon has had
a toxic impact regarding religious
liberty around the world,” the
report says, noting violent Islamist
attacks have taken place in one in
five countries since 2014, ranging
from Sweden to Australia, and

including 17 African countries.
The report shows that from

June 2014 to June 2016 religious
freedom declined in 11 of the 23
worst-offending countries; re -
mained stable in 55 per cent of the
38 countries with significant reli-
gious freedom problems; and
improved in eight per cent — in
Bhutan, Egypt and Qatar.

Lalonde pointed out that even in
Canada, the Internet and social
media have led to young Cana dians
deciding to go fight for ex tremist
groups in Syria. The In ternet is
playing a role in recruiting and is “a
good platform for intolerance”
against Muslims, without distin-
guishing between extremists and
“everyday Mus lims,” she said.
“There’s no filter. People say what-
ever they want. You see this in all
spheres, in terms of intolerances for
religious groups. It’s worrying.”

The report warns the aims of
the hyper-extremist groups is the
creation of a religious “monocul-
ture” that would eliminate “all
forms of religious diversity.” 

Lalonde said extremism in the
Middle East is leading to a rapid
decline in the number of Chris -
tians, Yazidis and other religious
minorities in the region. The report
shows similar pressure in parts of
the Asian sub-continent and Africa.

This extremism is driving the
“explosion” of refugees world-
wide to a high of 65.3 million in
2015, according to UN figures,
the report says.

“In the West, this hyper-
extremism is at risk of destabiliz-
ing the socio-religious fabric, with

countries sporadically targeted by
fanatics and under pressure to
receive unprecedented numbers of
refugees, mostly of a different
faith to the indigenous communi-
ties,” the report says. It warns of
the “ripple effect” of a rise of
right-wing and populist groups;
discrimination against minorities
and government restrictions on
free movement.

Opening our arms to refugees
and migrants, as Pope Francis
calls for, “should come first,”
Lalonde said. “They are our
broth ers and sisters.”

Canada has also seen an uptick
in incidents of anti-Muslim and
anti-Jewish intolerance, the report
says. There were more than a
dozen violent attacks on Muslims,
many more verbal assaults, as well
as vandalism at mosques. B’nai
Brith Canada’s League for Human
Rights also reported its highest
level reported attacks against Jews
in 2014 — a 28 per cent increase
over the previous year. These
included 19 cases of violence.

There is a “rise of intolerance
toward almost every group, not just
Muslims and Jews,” Lalonde said.
“Christians feel discomfort. They
could also become the target.”

Aid to the Church in Need also
raised concerns about the poten-
tial threat to conscience rights and

religious freedom by Canada’s
new euthanasia law. 

“Some doctors are worried
they will not be able to object to
doing it,” Lalonde said. “This is a
concern.”

The report also noted the previ-
ous federal ban on the niqab or
face veil during citizenship cere-
monies, as well as provincial gov-
ernment discussions concerning
the wearing of religious attire in
public institutions. 

Lalonde said while “we have to
be watchful,” no religious group
in Canada has reached a level of
persecution, she said. “We have to
be careful to see what’s going on
and watch the trend.”

“And if there is something
going on, I would call it a discom-
fort, but things could change,” she
said. Aid to the Church in Need
also has been monitoring a range
of court cases related to religious
freedom in Canada.

The report can be viewed
online at http://www.freedom-
religious-report.org

Bishops endorse palliative care Bill C-277
By Deborah Gyapong

OTTAWA (CCN) — An inter-
faith coalition including Canada’s
Catholic bishops has endorsed
Conservative MP Marilyn Gladu’s
palliative care Bill C-277, adding
to the likelihood it will pass in the
House of Commons.

“We feel very strongly Cana -
dians are behind this bill and so far
it looks like we have all-party sup-
port,” Gladu said in an interview.

The bill is scheduled for its first
hour of debate on second reading
in the House of Commons the
week of Nov. 21. Private member’s
bills normally get two hours of
debate before a vote that could
send it to committee for further
review. 

The Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops (CCCB) was part
of an interfaith coalition that sent a
Nov. 15 letter to MP Gladu in sup-
port of Bill C-177, “An Act provid-
ing for the development of a
framework on palliative care in
Canada.”

“This private member’s bill
requires the development of a pal-
liative care framework, which
would lead us a significant step
forward by increasing caregiver
support and data collection, and
identifying palliative care educa-
tion and training needs,” said the
letter, which was signed by the
CCCB, the Evangelical Fellowship
of Canada, the Centre for Israel
and Jewish Affairs, the Canadian
Council of Imams, the Armenian
Prelacy of Canada, the Greek
Orthodox Primate, and the Ottawa
Muslim Association. 

“We believe that palliative care
is a compassionate response to
those who are facing illness or at
the end of life,” the letter said. “It is
an approach that treats the whole
person, respects human dignity and
provides comfort to the most vul-
nerable among us.”

The interfaith coalition noted
only 30 per cent of Canadians have
access to palliative care. “It is a
national imperative that we
increase the quality of and access to
palliative care across the country,

and make it a central and integral
part of our health care system.”

Gladu said she was “really
pleased” to receive the coalition’s
support. “I think it just shows the
importance of having a choice.”

“In places that have adopted
assisted dying legislation but have
good palliative care, 95 per cent of
people choose to live as well as
they can for as long as they can,”
Gladu said. “We want to provide
that life choice.”

The Sarnia-Lambton, Ont., MP
said her private member’s bill has
“received overwhelming support”
from the 38-member Quality End-
of-Life Care Coalition (www.gelc-
cc.ca) that includes the Canadian
Medical Association, various pal-
liative care and hospice associa-
tions, the Heart and Stroke
Foundation, the Canadian Cancer
Society and other big name chari-
ties and health care organizations.
She has also received 83 petitions
in support of the bill.

In 2015, during the previous
Parliament, NDP MP Charlie
Angus’ motion calling for a nation-
al palliative care strategy had
passed the House of Commons
almost unanimously, “but nothing
happened after that,” Gladu said. 

Gladu said she was helped by
members of the former All-Party
Parliamentary Committee on
Palliative and Compassionate Care
in drafting her bill. That committee
reported “if you don’t have access
to good palliative care, you don’t
have a voluntary choice,” she said.

Her bill would require the Min -
ister of Health to consult with the
provinces and territories and pallia-
tive care providers to develop nation-
al framework to give Cana dians
access to palliative care; to identify
the training needed by palliative care
providers; to look at ways to support
caregivers; to collect data and
research; and to evaluate whether to
amend the Canada Health Act to
include palliative care services.

CCN/D. Gyapong
Marie-Claude Lalonde
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ing relationships, it also created
learning resources for schools and
parish youth groups. 

It made an international splash
beginning in 2001 with its golden
rule posters, comparing wording
and application of the “Do unto
others” ethic in 13 world reli-
gions. It was presented to the
Vatican in 2002 and at the United
Nations in 2004. The poster has
been translated into more than
half a dozen languages. More than
a half-million English language
copies have been distributed in
Africa.

“The ministry of dialogue is so
sorely needed in our world given
the painful questions facing us
about war and peace, the critical
need for better ecological protec-
tion and the urgency of protecting
and caring for the most vulnerable,”
wrote Crosby. “The church is, and
always will be, called to be a church

in dialogue. I wish to ex press to you
gratitude and appre ciation for the
work of the Scarboro Missions
Society.” 

“Scarboro Missions is most
grate ful to the Most Rev. Crosby
. . . for his recent letter of affir-
mation and appreciation of Scar -
boro Missions’ ministry in inter-
faith dialogue,” said Scarboro
Missions vicar-general Rev. Ron
MacDonell. “We trust the Holy
Spirit to guide us in our discern-
ment of our future path.”

Founded in 1918 by Rev. John
Mary Fraser as the China Mission
College, it originally relied solely
on priests to carry out the work. 

A few years after chair Mao
Zedong declared the Chinese re -
public in 1949, all missionaries
were expelled from the communist
mainland. The Scarboros then
turned their attention to Japan,
Latin America, the Caribbean and
Africa, rebranding itself as the
Scar boro Foreign Missions Society.

Dialogue needed in our world

Continued from page 3

said. “Sexually explicit websites
get more visitors each month than
Netflix, Amazon, and Twitter com -
bined, with PornHub, the largest
free site, alone receiving over 21
billion visits in 2015.”

“Thirty-five per cent of all
Internet downloads are sexually
explicit. Globally, this sexually
explicit material is a $97-billion
industry. Almost 90 per cent of
mainstream sexually explicit con-
tent features violence against
women,” he said. “Sexually
explicit material has become the
primary source of information
about sex and is a significant fac-
tor in influencing the sexual
behaviours of children and adoles-
cents.”

Viersen described the easy
exposure of young people to the
warped and degrading images as a
form of child abuse. He said the
aim of his motion was to take the
“shared responsibility to see that
young boys and girls grow up to
develop positive attitudes on sexu-
ality that foster dignity instead of
objectification, and affection
instead of coercion.”

The Parliamentary Secretary of
the Government Leader in the
House MP Kevin Lamoureux said
the government will support the
motion. Lamoureux said several
ministers received notice of the
government’s agenda to “develop
and implement a strategy against
gender-based violence” in the
mandate letters they received from
the prime minister last year.

Lamoureux said the govern-
ment needed to look at finding
ways to keep the industry that
markets violent and degrading
sexual material from growing and
limit its reach.

“We owe it to our children. We
owe it to our society to improve
the Internet,” he said. “The
Internet is a super fantastic thing,
but there are some issues that need
to be dealt with. This is just one of
those issues, but one of the most
significant, and it needs to be dealt
with.”

NPD MP Brigitte Sansoucy
said she would have preferred
Viersen had put the motion before
a committee rather than the
House so work could begin right
away.

Gov’t to support motion

Arnold Viersen



6 Prairie Messenger LOCAL NEWS November 23, 2016

Christians visit mosque in Saskatoon
By Kiply Lukan Yaworski

SASKATOON — Repre sen ta -
tives of the Muslim community
have participated in a series pre-
sented over five weeks in the
Roman Catholic Diocese of
Saska toon as a way of increasing
Christian understanding of the
Islamic faith.

The imam of the Islamic Asso -
ciation of Saskatchewan (Saska -
toon) spoke at the second session
of the series, entitled “A Christian
Study of Islam: An Introduction,”
providing an overview of the
teachings of Islam. Imam Sheikh
Illyas Sidyot also responded to a
public lecture presented in the
third week of the series, and host-
ed a guided visit to his faith com-
munity’s mosque on Nov. 8.

Born in Ravidra, Gujrat in
India, Sidyot had memorized the
Qur’an by the age of 10, studied
under different scholars, earning
many certificates and achieving
formal authorization in his tradi-
tion. He came to Saskatchewan in
1997, serving first in Regina, and
now living in Saskatoon “as a
proud Canadian” with his wife
and seven children, said Rev.
Bernard de Margerie in an intro-
duction of the imam as guest
speaker Oct. 25 at the Cathedral
of the Hoy Family. A Catholic
priest in the Diocese of Saska -

toon, de Margerie is one of the
organizers of the Foundations
series on Islam, along with Sister
Phyllis Kapucinski, NDS, and
Anglican priest Rev. Colin Clay. 

Sidyot began his presentation
with a prayer “in the name of
Allah, the most high and the most
merciful,” invoking blessings on
all those gathered, reading from
the Qur’an. “May Allah make us
the source of spreading the peace
in this shining city of Saskatoon,”
he said. 

The imam offered a short quiz
about the Islamic faith, revealing
that the prophet who is mentioned
most in the Holy Qur’an is Moses,
that the only woman mentioned
by name in the Qur’an is Mary the
mother of Jesus, and that Indo -
nesia is the country with the high-
est Muslim population. He asked,
“Who do Muslims worship?” con-
firming the crowd’s answer of
“Allah.” 

Sidyot explained that Allah is
the Arabic word for God — a
unique word, which has no plural.
Allah is the one true God “of no
particular image or shape,” he
said, adding that Allah did not
give birth to anyone, nor was
Allah born of anyone.

The word Islam or Muslim
means one who surrenders and
submits themselves to the will of
God, Sidyot said. A Muslim per-

son “is ready to abide by the rules
and regulations of Allah, the
Almighty” as revealed in the Holy
Qur’an.

Sidyot stressed that Allah has
created human beings with both a
physical and a spiritual dimen-
sion, and sustains us both physi-
cally and spiritually. “Our God

has made a system of spirituality
from day one. Therefore, our
father, the first human, Adam,
peace be upon him, was not only
the first human, he was the first
prophet as well.”

Muslims believe that over
124,000 prophets have come into
the world, Sidyot said. “Each and

every nation in the past has been
blessed with a prophet messenger
that has been used to guide them
and connect them to the creator.
All these prophets have come to
this world with the same mes-
sage.” That message introduces
the Creator, the human purpose on
earth, and the destination of
human beings in the next life, he
said. 

Muslims believe that Muham -
mad was the final messenger of
God, said Sidyot, noting that
Muslims do not consider Muham -
mad to be the founder of Islam.
Rather, Islam began with Adam,
and continued through all the
prophets. 

Muhammad was born in Mecca
in the sixth century and lived for 63
years. At the age of 40 he received
his first revelation from the Angel
Gabriel on the mountain of Hira —
revelations that continued for 23
years, through times of persecution
and a move to Medina. The revela-
tions received by Muhammad are
recorded in the Qur’an, which has
some 6,000 verses. 

Sidyot spoke about the five pil-
lars of Islam: a declaration of faith;
obligatory prayer throughout the
day; compulsory giving; fasting in
the month of Ramadan to achieve
balance in life between the physi-
cal and the spiritual; and undertak-
ing a pilgrimage to Mecca once in
a lifetime, if a person can afford it
and can travel safely. 

He listed six pillars of Iman
(faith) for Muslims: to believe in
Allah, to believe in his angels, to
believe in his books, to believe in
his messengers, to believe in the
day of judgment, and to believe in
divine destiny. 

Sidyot also described teachings
around food and eating according
to rules provided in the Qur’an
(halal, which means lawful), and
questions around dress codes. “The
real hijab is adopting modesty and
bashfulness; this is the bottom line,
and this is required for both men
and women,” he said.

Muslims live throughout the
world, not just in Arabia, Sidyot
noted, adding that Islam is the
fastest growing religion in the
world, and the second largest after 
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Campion College to open new facility in Regina
By Frank Flegel

REGINA — What started as an
accessibility project a year ago
morphed into a $4.2-million reno-
vation and upgrade for the 60-year-
old Campion College building on
the University of Regina campus.
There’s a new entrance on the north
side, which includes a fire-safe
staircase to all four floors encased
in glass, and a tunnel connecting

Campion to the new residences on
the north side. There’s an accessi-
bility lift from the tunnel to the
main floor. The Interior boasts an
elevator that can accommodate two
wheel chairs, a new hallway which
is to become a display area for
Alumni of Dis tinc tion recipients,
and a larger space for the second-
floor library with a new office for
the librarian. 

“The goal was to have a barriers-

free building, and certain needs were
identified by a student with disabili-
ties. The biggest need identified was
the elevator. It was too small, too
old, and couldn’t ac com modate
them,” said Dr. John Meehan, SJ,
president of the college. 

“The Saskatche wan govern-
ment contributed $863,000 to the
project; donors and monies that
had been set aside for the project
contributed the re mainder,” said

James Gustafson, executive direc-
tor of Administration and Finance.
The $50,000 cost of the accessibil-
ity lift in the tunnel was paid for by
the South Saskatchewan Chapter
of the Knights of Columbus. 

The glass-encased stairwell is
the most striking feature of the new
entrance. “It’s a curtain wall,” said
Ken Yanko, director of Facilities
and Operations. “The glass is ther-
mal pane and is a fire-rated stairwell
to about 1.5 hours. In the case of a
fire, it can be used as a safe assem-
bly and exit space. Firefighters can
also use it to access all floors.”

The Alumni of Distinction
hallway was created by opening a
space from the corridor that runs
east-west the length of Campion,
connecting to Luther College on
the east side. That corridor will
soon contain electronic informa-
tion screens. There have also been
upgrades to make the building
more fire safe, including a new
sprinkler system. The floors of the
stair landings have a separate cov-
ering, indicating a height change
for sight-challenged students. 

The completion of the project
signals the beginning of year-long
centennial celebrations acknowl-
edging Campion’s and the Jesuit
community’s contributions to edu-
cation and to the community. 

Campion College High School
began in 1917 in a three-storey
house across the street from Holy
Rosary Cathedral. The house is
still there. The college moved to
a new building south of the Sas -
katchewan Legislative Building
in the mid-1920s. The current
building was constructed in 1966,
and became an undergraduate
degree college, one of only 120
Jesuit post-secondary colleges in
the world and the only one in
Canada.

Frank Flegel
CAMPION COLLEGE — Campion administrators stand in the college’s new stairway facility. From left:
James Gustafson, executive director, Administration and Finance; Dr. John Meehan, SJ, president of
Campion; and Ken Yanko, director of Facilities and Operations.

Kiply Yaworski
ChRISTIAN STUDY OF ISLAM — A guided visit to the Islamic Association of Saskatchewan mosque locat-
ed on Copland Crescent in Saskatoon was part of a diocesan series entitled “A Christian Study of Islam: An
Introduction.” During the evening, leaders at the mosque expressed appreciation to the organizers of the
event (from left): Rev. Bernard de Margerie, Mohamed hajinoor, Sister Phyllis Kapuscinski, NDS, Rev.
Colin Clay, Khalil Rehman and Imam Sheikh Ilyas Sidyot. 
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Catholics, Anglicans, partners and companions
Continued from page 1

jor problems? What are we doing
together? What could we do to -
gether?”

The discussion included input
from the Archbishop of Canter -
bury Justin Welby, as well as from
Dr. Anna Rowlands of Durham
University, an expert in Catholic
and Anglican social teaching.

The summit moved to Rome
Oct. 3 - 7, where events included
a pilgrimage to the tombs of St.
Peter and St. Paul, a one-day sym-
posium marking 50 years of
Anglican Roman Catholic rela-
tions, and vespers celebrated Oct.
5 by Pope Francis and Archbishop

Justin Welby at San Gregorio al
Celio, the historic church from
which Pope St. Gregory sent forth
St. Augustine of Canterbury to
England in the sixth century.
“Because of that history, it was a
perfect place for sending forth the
pairs of bishops from around the
world,” says Bolen.

The pope and the Archbishop
of Canterbury also issued a joint
statement that day, recalling the
1966 meeting of their predeces-
sors, Pope Paul VI and Arch -
bishop Michael Ramsey in Rome,
as well as the 50th an niversary of
ARCIC and the establishment of
the Anglican Centre in Rome as a
place of encounter and friendship. 

“We have become partners and
companions on our pilgrim jour-
ney, facing the same difficulties
and strengthening each other by
learning to value the gifts which
God has given to the other, and to
receive them as our own in humil-
ity and gratitude,” says the joint
statement of pope and archbishop.

“We are impatient for progress
that we might be fully united in
proclaiming, in word and deed,
the saving and healing gospel of
Christ to all people. For this rea-
son we take great encouragement
from the meeting during these
days of so many Catholic and
Anglican bishops,” the statement
continues. 

“Today we rejoice to commis-
sion them and send them forth in
pairs as the Lord sent out the sev-
enty-two disciples. Let their ecu-
menical mission to those on the
margins of society be a witness to
all of us, and let the message go
out from this holy place, as the
Good News was sent out so many
centuries ago, that Catholics and
Anglicans will work together to
give voice to our common faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ, to bring
relief to the suffering, to bring
peace where there is conflict, to
bring dignity where it is denied
and trampled upon.”

A second vespers celebration
held in Rome was particularly

memorable for the way it brought
home that key challenge to reach
out to those who are suffering in
our world, says Bolen. It included
the presentation of a “Lampedusa
cross” created from fragments of a
ship carrying refugees that sank in
the Mediterranean Sea, killing
hundreds. 

“None of us understood what a
Lampedusa cross was,” says
Bolen. “When it hit home to me
what was being put into my hands
by the Archbishop of Canterbury
and Cardinal Pietro Parolin, it was
a powerful moment. When you
hold that cross in your hands, you
are holding these people and their
tragedy close to you; it is tangible.
It is linked to Pope Francis’ strong
words at Lampedusa about a glob-
alization of indifference, about
how we are losing the capacity to
feel the pain of others, and how
we can’t let that happen. It was
tre mendously powerful.” 

The eight-day event came at
a pivotal moment for Bolen,
held shortly after he finished a
pilgrimage walking the Camino,
as he was preparing to say fare -
well as Bishop of Saskatoon and
take up his new role as Arch -
bishop of Regina. It was also a
highlight of his years of work
on Anglican-Roman Catholic
relations. 

“This project IARCCUM is
very close to my heart,” he says.
“And happily it is close to the
heart of the Archbishop of Cant er -
bury and the pope, who are both
concerned with practical ecu-
menism. While they both ac -
knowledge the importance of dia-
logue, all of their focus and ener-
gy and effort is on building friend-
ships and working together to
serve the needs of others, as a
result of the relationship that
exists between us — as a result of
our shared faith. It’s the right ini-
tiative at this moment with these
two leaders.”

Myriam Sisters take part
in Year of Mercy celebration
By Frank Flegel

REGINA — With words and
song, Sisters of the Myriam Family
of the Prairies along with about 20
other people took part in a Year of
Mercy celebration Nov. 9 at Holy
Rosary Cathedral. 

“The Year of Mercy proclaimed
by Pope Francis last year ends
Nov. 20 and we thought it would
be good to celebrate God’s
mercy,” said Sister Melanie
Guillotte, who led the celebration.

It began with Rev. Lorne
Crozon, rector of the cathedral,
giving a short homily, talking
about what the Year of Mercy
meant and its effect on everyone.
“We are called to be mindful that
God’s mercy is that which sur-
rounds us as well, that helps us to
recognize the depth of God’s grace
for us, the depth of God’s love for
us and the constant call to share
that love and the constant call to
share that gift of God’s grace and
goodness with those he has placed
around us.”

Pope Francis opened the Holy
Doors of St. Peter’s Basilica Dec.

8, 2015, the Feast of the Imma -
culate Conception for a Jubilee
Year and asked churches around
the world to open their holy doors
of mercy. Holy Rosary Cathedral
designated the doors of the main
entrance as Doors of Mercy with a
sign “Enter the Doors of Mercy”
above the doors topped with an
array of wreaths. 

Catholic teaching proclaims
that anyone walking through holy
doors, accompanied by prayer and
repentance, in a Jubilee Year re -
sults in a remission of sins.
Participants in the Nov. 9 ceremo-
ny took part in adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament provided by
Rev. Mau Nguyen, Holy Rosary’s
associate priest. 

That was followed by song and
prayer and the opportunity to go to
confession offered by Mau and
Rev. Norman Marcotte. With that
done, participants walked through
the Holy Doors carrying large
parcels “representing their bur-
dens,” which they left inside the
church after walking through the
doors, representing their relief at
getting rid of their burdens. 

Continued from page 6

Christianity. Muslims make up 3.2
per cent of the population in
Canada, with the first mosque in
Canada built in Edmonton in
1938. There are some 25,000 Mus -
lims living in Saskatchewan.

Sidyot expressed appreciation
for the diocesan series as a way to
in crease understanding and friend-
ship, and combat fear. He decried
the actions of “those people who
are using the name of faith, killing
and murdering and shooting peo-
ple. Our enemies are those people
who are bringing unrest to the
global community.”

The biggest enemy is igno-
rance, he added. “If we (hold)
open social gatherings, break
bread and talk, and we put our
hearts in front of each other, that’s

where we are going to have better
understanding,” Sidyot said. “The
Christian community with open
arms has come here to assemble
and learn about Islam and Mus -
lims, we also are ready to learn
from you as well, and wish to set
up these kind of assemblies with
many well-wishers in the commu-
nity,” he said. “We will try to
make it possible that a better un -
derstanding will be created, and
harmony, peace and better under-
standing will prevail all over the
globe.”

Participants in the series were
also invited to the Islamic Asso -
ciation of Saskatchewan mosque in
Saskatoon on Nov. 8, with some
300 participants joining the Islamic
community for presentations, the
call to prayer, evening prayers, and
funeral prayers for a member of the

Muslim community. 
The evening at the mosque also

included a presentation about the
history of the local mosque and
the establishment of mosques and
an Islamic school, as well as a
reflection by the imam’s daughter,
Safia Sidyot, a Grade 9 student. 

“In the midst of the world
which is currently fighting many
pointless battles about which
country is better, which religion is
better, and which people should
have rights, Allah has blessed us
all with this beautiful gathering,”
she said. “Take a look around you.
There are people here of different
cultures, different countries, dif-
ferent religions; people who speak
different languages and hold dif-
ferent opinions. Yet we are all
here together, united. This is the
beauty of living in this communi-

ty, living in Canada.”
Born and raised in Canada,

Safia said she is proud to say that
she is treated equally in her socie-
ty. “I am not discriminated against
nor am I targeted. Sure, I get some
stares or questions about how I am
dressed, but that does not phase
me, not one bit. Rather, it makes
me happy to know that I live in a
society where people want to
learn more about me rather than
make judgments. I am glad that
people respect me, just as I respect
them.” 

She added that Islam teaches
all are equal before God. “My reli-
gion teaches me to show love and
care, to show mercy and to be
grateful, to be fair and to be just,
and to neither harm nor speak ill
of anyone or anything. This is my
religion.”

Gathering in peace and friend-
ship as representatives of two dif-
ferent faiths is a sign of hope, she
concluded. “You and I together
with our love, our kindness, our
respect and our understanding: we
can make this world a much better
place.”

The biggest enemy is ignorance: imam
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Ancient Gregorian chant is still relevant today
By Jean Ko Din
The Catholic Register

TORONTO (CCN) — On a
busy downtown street in Toronto,
a lofting melody carries out from
a solemn high mass at St.
Patrick’s Parish.

The ethereal music of Gregorian
chant is no longer commonplace in
a modern Catholic church, but
every Saturday at 5 p.m., hundreds
of people from across the Arch -
diocese of Toronto flock to the
church to hear the noble music of
the traditional Latin mass. 

For 10 years, the choir has been
a call back to what choir director
Surinder Mundra has seen as a lost
form in the modern church. 

“What I think is very, very
important about this music is that
it also is an expression of the
times and people were en -
trenched,” he said. “Their Catho -
lic faith was deeply a part of every
facet of their life and even in their
artistic expression.”

Pope St. Gregory the Great has
been credited with inventing Greg -
o rian chant, but scholars believe
that it rose from the blending of
two previous styles of chant, the
Roman chant and the Gallican
chant during the eighth and ninth
centuries.

The Gregorian chant is tradi-
tionally sung by choirs of men and
boys in churches, or by men and
women of religious orders in their
chapels. It is sung in a monophon-
ic style, meaning the melody is in
unison.

“Because it’s monophonic and
it has one particular line, the

emphasis is that everyone sings in
one voice,” said Mundra. “Every
one is singing the official text of
the church from the Scripture. It’s
universal in that it’s sung in Latin
. . . and it’s unchanging. I think
that’s what makes it really, really
beautiful.”

Mundra admits that there is
still a certain beauty to modern
church music, but because Grego -
rian chant is based on Scripture, it
brings a different quality to the
experience of mass.

“The inspiration behind it is
that you’re writing music that is
set to Scripture and the soaring
melodies have a particular reason,
as well. The modes have particu-
lar feelings,” he said.

“When you start to unpack this,
when you start to explore the won-
derful treasury of the church
through the chants, you begin to
discover why it should have a pride
and place more so than any of the
modern kinds of renditions.”

Mundra’s passion for this sa -
cred music of the church is what
inspired him to start a Gregorian
choir. 

Mundra, 36, is the assistant
director of the Toronto Concert
Orchestra under Maestro Kerry
Stratton, as well as accompanist
and boys’ choir conductor for the
Mississauga Children’s Choir. He
has also worked as a rehearsal ac -
companist for the Canadian Na -
tional Ballet Company and per-
formed at Roy Thomson Hall
many times.

Mundra grew up in a family
that cultivated his passion for
classical music. 

He recalls his mother taking him
to mass at St. Michael’s Cathedral
as a child and hearing the St.
Michael’s Boys Choir. It was a rare
opportunity to be exposed to tradi-
tional sacred music that local parish
churches didn’t have.

“I remember on one occasion
and during the sermon they had
played What a Wonderful World
on the PA system,” said Mundra.
“And when I left church I would

go to my car and listen to (classi-
cal) radio, I would hear beautiful
polyphonic music and church mu -
sic. As I started growing up, I
started wondering what is the actu-
al liturgical music of the church?”

In 2006, the 26-year-old Mundra
decided to form a choir he hoped
would trigger new interest in Greg -
orian chant and other traditional
sacred music. He was already work-
ing at St. Patrick’s as an organist, so

when he approached the Redemp -
torist Fathers about the idea of
forming a Gregorian choir, they
gave him their full support.

“Because I think it’s in the cen-
tre of downtown, there’s a lot of
suffering that you experience, es -
pecially with the homeless,” said
Mundra. “I think that being aware
of that, the Redemptorists are very
open and very welcoming to a
great deal of diversity. . . . So
when I proposed starting it, they
had absolutely no issues whatso-
ever and I could probably say that
if I suggested doing it at another
church, it probably wouldn’t have
happened.”

Having a weekly mass in the
traditional Latin Rite has been a
gift not just to the congregation,
but to the priests that celebrate it.
Mundra said visiting priests and
deacons from across the archdio-
cese often come to St. Patrick’s to
have the experience of celebrating
the mass sung in full.

“We believe in a religion that is
thousands of years old . . . but it is
still relevant today. The music,
although it comes from a particu-
lar time, it is calling out attention
to this time that happened before
our time,” said Mundra. 

“I think that’s what makes the
Gregorian chant special, as well,
because although it is old, we
could probably be very sure that a
lot of the saints were very familiar
with this music. And I think that
continuity brings us closer in a
certain way, in a very tangible
way to our Catholic heritage.”

This music, which was written
by monastic priests and nuns, was
purposefully inspired for the
encounter with the Divine, which is
why Mundra said he is not surprised
that it has inspired great faith.

Even within the choir, Mundra
has seen members find callings to
the priesthood and the religious life.

“I don’t think it’s a coinci-
dence,” he said. “The music that
we’re singing is not simply aes-
thetically beautiful. The ultimate
aim for the choir is to bring people
to a greater attention to the liturgi-
cal action on the altar.”

Photo courtesy of Surinder Mundra
A PASSION FOR SACRED MUSIC — Surinder Mundra and the St. Patrick’s Gregorian Choir in Toronto
celebrated their 10th anniversary with a concert at St. Michael’s Cathedral Oct. 30.

On the picket line: Catholic social teaching in action
By Rev. Jeffrey S. Burwell, SJ

This blog is being written in
the third week of a painful strike
between the University of Mani -
toba Faculty Association (UMFA)
and the University of Manitoba
administration. A priest on the
picket lines seems incongruous to
many, as such action is often asso-
ciated with a desire for an in -
creased salary. 

As a Jesuit priest in the Roman
Catholic Church as well as profes-
sor of Catholic studies and educa-
tion at the University of Manitoba,
my decision to participate in the
UMFA strike is ostensibly not
about money. I took my vow of
religious poverty more than two
decades ago and am content with
the salary I receive.

The issue for me is that educa-
tion on many university campuses
has turned into an impersonal,
abstract process. With the rise of
neoliberalism within the realm of
academia, it is increasingly essen-
tial to struggle against the tenden-
cy for administrators to objectify
our students. They are more than
just nameless, tuition-paying enti-
ties. Every student in my class is a
human person with a deeply
unique history and identity.

Nevertheless, with increased
class sizes and decreased re sources,

professors are losing control of this
relational aspect of the process. In
the Jesuit tradition — which re -
mains the pedagogical foundation
upon which St. Paul’s College has
been built — our professors adopt a
humanistic approach that recog-
nizes students are minds, bodies,
and souls. If we are not able to deal
with them in all their complex and
dynamic individualism, then edu-
cation is merely a commodity and
professors are simply cogs in the

system.
The Roman Catholic Church

has long supported the right for
workers to strike. On May 15,
1891, Pope Leo XIII released a
major encyclical titled Rerum
Novarum. In this, he outlined the
rights and responsibilities of
workers. He emphatically claimed
that all who labour have a right to
form into guilds and unions, espe-
cially when an injustice has taken
place in the workforce.

As an educator in Canada, I see
that a great injustice exists. There
is a continued move toward dehu-
manizing the students at universi-
ties across our nation. The push to
make post-secondary education an
abstract and impersonal endeav-
our will ultimately hurt many
individuals. Yet, in my mind, the
greatest to suffer will be the stu-
dents themselves.

I am not walking the picket line
because I have a need for more
money. Rather, I am walking be -
cause students have a right to pro-
fessors who can engage them as
individuals and not merely as
another coin in the coffer.

Given this, I have urged every
member of the University of
Manitoba to consider seriously
how UMFA has not gone to strike
for its own motives. Rather, the
Union pickets because it cares
deeply for the students and has
committed to fight for the very soul
of the institution. Recognizing that
the Catholic Church has always
considered  solidarity  to be one of
the core elements of its social
teaching, a strike is always a legit-
imate and powerful response to
injustice. 

As labourers in a common
vineyard, regardless of our partic-
ular vocations, we are inextricably
linked. As such, nobody walks the
line alone.

*Editor’s note: The University
of Manitoba and the University of
Manitoba Faculty Association
(UMFA) have reached a deal and
as of Nov. 22 the strike is over.

Burwell is a Jesuit priest and
professor of Catholic studies and
education at the University of
Manitoba in Winnipeg.

Jeffrey Burwell, SJ
INJUSTICE ON CAMPUS — Picketers in support of the University of
Manitoba Faculty Association are seen in Winnipeg last week. The
issue, writes Rev. Jeffrey Burwell, SJ, is that “education on many uni-
versity campuses has turned into an abstract, impersonal process. . . .
(Students) are more than just nameless, tuition-paying entities.”
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Gibson’s war return to the year’s most essential film

War dramas never go out of
fashion in the movies. Released
Remembrance Day was Ang Lee’s
Billy Lynn’s Long Halftime Walk
(https://www.facebook.com/Billy
LynnMovie/) about American sol-
diers in Iraq. Even after more than
seven decades, the Second World
War continues to be a movie-mak-
ing staple. Opening today from
director Robert Zemeckis is Allied
(http://www.alliedmovie.com/), a
story of deadly 1940s wartime
intrigue set in North Africa and
London. First to hit the big screen
in early November was Mel
Gibson’s Hacksaw Ridge (http:
//www.hacksawridge.movie/),
based on a true story. It could be
seen as a redemption after his
absence from the director’s chair
for a decade following a drunk
driving incident during which he
went on an anti-Semitic racist rant.

Not everyone is ready to for-
give and forget. Nonetheless,
Gibson’s comeback war epic pre-
miered at the Venice Film Festival
to a standing ovation. 

The story is that of Private
Desmond Doss (Andrew Garfield),
a devout Seventh Day Adventist
and conscientious objector whose
life-saving exploits during the May
1945 battle to take Okinawa from
the Japanese were uniquely heroic.
The movie, shot in Gibson’s native
Australia using a number of Aussie
actors, opens in the midst of those
hellfires with a voiceover of Doss
reciting the Lord’s words. It then
swiftly shifts to his childhood 16
years earlier in Virginia’s Blue
Ridge mountains when a fight with
his brother scares him. Worse, his
father (Hugo Weaving) is an em -
bittered First World War veteran
who abuses alcohol and his family.
As a young man Doss will confront
him in a way that confirms his
belief there are no exceptions to
the sacred commandment against
killing another person. He resolves
never again to pick up a gun. But
when war comes and his brother
signs up despite parental disap-
proval, Doss deems it his patriotic
duty also to serve in a just cause —
as a medic dedicated to “saving
people not killing them.”

Before that comes the element
of sweet romance as Doss falls for
a beautiful young nurse, Dorothy
(Teresa Palmer), who gives him a
Bible with her picture in it. Then
it’s off to basic training at Fort
Jackson where Doss, identifying as
a “conscientious co-operator,” is
subjected to ridicule and assaults
from fellow recruits. Vince Vaughn
plays a surly shouting sergeant and
Sam Worthington a company cap-
tain who tries to drum Doss out as

unfit. Under threat of court martial
and military prison he’s denied
leave to attend his own wedding.
An eleventh-hour fatherly inter-
vention saves the day. 

Doss’s wish granted to be an
unarmed combat medic, the
remaining hour thrusts us into the
horror of the campaign to take
Okinawa’s Hacksaw Ridge fierce-
ly defended by an indiscriminate
mass of fanatical Japanese. This is
Gibson’s wheelhouse and he deliv-
ers an orgy of blood, guts and gore,
of bodies blown apart and inciner-
ated. Doss takes enormous risks
amid the carnage, credited with
saving 75 wounded men left for
dead on the blasted battlefield. His
survival is almost as miraculous as
his feats for which he was awarded
the Medal of Honour. His faith and
courage made believers of skep-
tics. The movie closes with brief
interview clips of Doss himself
shortly before he died in 2006 and
of several other veterans including
the captain whose life he saved.

Garfield, who plays a 17th cen-

tury Jesuit missionary to Japan in
Martin Scorsese’s forthcoming
Silence, gives a convincing per-
formance. But can a war movie so
steeped in graphic violence still
claim to honour Doss’s ideals of
Christian pacifism? Gibson, a prac-
tising Catholic, obviously thinks
so. I have doubts given how much
the camera lingers on the bloodlet-
ting in a macabre theatre of death. I
can’t shake the sense that Doss’s
godly character under fire serves to
justify portraying a killing ground
where good Americans rightly
destroy their enemy. It’s a paradox
to say the least.

* * *

Lee’s Billy Lynn’s
Long Halftime Walk,
adapted from Ben
Fountain’s 2012
eponymous novel, fo -
cuses on the exploita-
tion of supposed hero-
ic actions of the titular
soldier during a 2004
Iraq War firefight
involving his Bravo
Squad platoon. Lynn
(Joe Alwyn), a 19-
year-old Texan, is
brought back with his
army mates for a vic-
tory tour showcased
during the halftime
show of a Dallas
Cow boys Thanks giv -
ing Day football
match. Hail to the red-
blooded warriors on
the field at home and

abroad. It’s war propaganda as
cheerleading red-state entertain-
ment. The mythologizing of what
Lynn actually experienced — a
fleeting distrusted celebrity that
plays on his post-traumatic state of
mind — comes up against the con-
cerns expressed by his anti-war
sister Kathryn (Kristen Stewart). 

Lee’s film is being called revo-
lutionary because of the way he
shot it, in 3D with an ultra-high 4k
resolution and frame rate of 120
per second, five times the normal,
though it will be fully projected
that way in only a few major
cities. While the jury is out on the
merits of such hyper-realism, the
story has enough strengths to be
worth seeing.

* * *

Allied, from director Robert
Zemeckis, ostensibly based on a
true story by screenwriter Steven
Knight, takes us back to a more tra-
ditional war drama in a more noble
necessary effort, namely to prevail
against Nazi Germany. It also fea-
tures star turns by Brad Pitt and
Marion Cotillard. He plays Max
Vatan, a Canadian intelligence offi-
cer in North Africa. She plays
Marianne Beausejour, a French
resistance fighter. A 1942 secret

mission of assassination brings
them together. They fall in love,
later marrying in London and hav-
ing a child. That is the setup for
what turns into a high-stakes thrill -
er when Max is confronted with
allegations from his superiors who
suspect Marianne of being a spy
for the Germans. Unless he can
somehow prove her innocence, he
is given the choice of killing her by
his own hand or being executed for
not carrying out a direct command.

It would be hard to imagine a
more difficult or agonizing situa-
tion. I won’t say more because a
tale of espionage and romance
like this only works if the sus-
pense can be maintained until the
moment of truth. 

* * *

At a time when there have never
been more displaced people, mi -
grants and refugees — over 60 mil-
lion — since the Second World
War, Gianfranco Rosi’s disturbing
and enigmatic Fire at Sea (http:
//www.fireatsea.com/) may be the
year’s most important film. It was
awarded the golden bear at the
Berlin Film Festival in February,
the second year in a row a docu-
mentary has taken the top prize. 

Director Rosi spent a year on

the tiny Italian island of Lampe -
dusa (only 12.9 square kilometres),
which lies between the Sicilian and
Libyan coasts. Rosi was a one-man
crew, serving as his own camera
and soundman. Beyond a brief
opening statement of facts, there’s
no narration in the style of cinema
verité. During the past 20 years
400,000 people have reached the
island on perilous journeys to cross
the Mediterranean to Europe; over
15,000 have perished. Add to that
this year’s death toll to date of over
4,000.

The title comes from a Second
World War Sicilian song referring
to a 1943 incident before Italy’s
surrender when the bombing of a
warship in Lampedusa’s harbour
made the sea seem to be on fire. It’s
played on a local radio station and
is part of the historical imagination
of Samuele, a 12-year-old boy with
a lazy eye in a multi-generational
seafaring family. Their daily island
existence stands in sharp counter-
point to the wrenching scenes of
search and rescue, of workers in
white hazmat suits coping with the
hundreds on overcrowded rickety
boats, the sick, the dying and the
dead. Even the lucky survivors
have appalling stories to tell. The
gentle humane local doctor, Pietro
Bartolo, provides moving witness
to this ocean of human misery.

Against that reality, ordinary life
for islanders goes on as it must.
Samuele plays boyish games with a
friend and struggles to find his sea
legs. He seems unaffected by what’s
happening to the “poor souls”
washing up on the shores, yet com-
plains to Bartolo of symptoms that
could be caused by anxiety. 

The unspoken question is of the
kind of world he will inherit. The
enormity of the crisis is such that
Lampedusans, however sympa-
thetic, can hardly bear responsible
for a problem they have no hand in
creating. What Rosi’s observant
camera does so poignantly and
potently is to put us in their shoes
side by side a long-standing situa-
tion that should offend the con-
science of the world. 

With Trump’s America promis-
ing to shut its doors, how we
respond to this desperate tide will
be the test of our humanity.

Gerald Schmitz

Screenings
& Meanings

Hacksaw Ridge (U.S.)

Billy Lynn’s Long Halftime Walk (U.S./U.K./China)

Allied (U.S./U.K.)

Fire at Sea (Italy/France)

Paramount
ALLIED — Brad Pitt and Marion Cotillard star in Allied, a film from director
Robert Zemeckis, ostensibly based on a true story by screenwriter Steven Knight,
which takes us back to a more traditional war drama in a more noble necessary
effort, namely to prevail against Nazi Germany, writes Gerald Schmitz.

CNS/Lionsgate
hACKSAW RIDGE — Director Mel Gibson, centre, is seen on the set of Hacksaw Ridge. The movie marks
Gibson’s return to the director’s chair after a 10-year absence.
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Artist finds second career in inspirational fiction
By Frank Flegel

REGINA — It’s a love story
infused with Catholicism, the
teachings of the Catholic Church,
guardian angels and life lessons
wrapped in a series of five volumes
that has sold more than 200,000
books (that’s not a typo) mostly in
Canada. It’s called The Angelic
Letters, written by Regina artist,
now author, Henry Ripplinger.

He had already established him-
self as one of Canada’s premiere
artists with his works hanging in
galleries and private collections,
when what he describes as a pro-
found spiritual experience set him
on a course that took him in direc-
tions he never imagined. 

I have known Henry for more
than 50 years as teacher, counsel-
lor, artist, businessman and a very
good carpenter. I continue to be
amazed at his versatility, his skills,
his depth and his faith. 

I sat with him for a morning
interview, Nov. 9, at the home he
built on the lip of an offshoot val-
ley from the Qu’Appelle valley,
about a 20-minute drive northwest
of Regina.

“I always loved drawing and
sketching in school,” Ripplinger
said, but it wasn’t until he took a
night class at Balfour Technical
High School in 1970 that it
became a passion. “I would some-
times paint all night.” Five years
after that class he held a show on
the top floor of the Saskatchewan
Power Corporation Head Office
and sold everything. From there
his career as an artist took off. But
being an artist was not his first
choice. 

“A teacher who rented a room at
my mom’s place told me I had the
personality to be a counsellor.” He
admitted he wasn’t a good student
and wanted to quit high school at
Balfour, “but my sister convinced
my mom to send me to Campion
College (a Jesuit high school at the
time) so they could ‘straighten me
out,’ ” he laughed. Ripplinger en -
tered engineering after high school
“just to be with the boys,” but that
lasted just one year. He took his
credits from that, applied it to edu-
cation and began teaching physics
and science at Campbell Collegiate
after graduation. He soon found
himself talking to students during
and after school in counselling ses-
sions and, using sabbatical time,
worked on his counselling certifi-
cation, eventually becoming a full-
time counsellor. It was during that
time he decided to take that night
art class that began his life as an
artist. 

Ripplinger requested and was
granted a change in his coun-
selling to half time so he could
also concentrate on his art, which
continued to grow. He took a year
leave of absence in 1984 to pursue
his art and received several com-
missions, including a 75th anni -
versary piece for the Saskatch -
ewan Roughriders. “In that year
my income exceeded my teaching
income so I decided to leave edu-
cation and started painting full
time.” He and his wife, Joan, pur-
chased the valley property in 1980
and he began building around the
log cabin on the property to
include a studio. 

Ripplinger also had his eye on
an old three-storey house on 14th

Avenue and Smith Street in
Regina’s core area as a possible
gallery. “It was a mess but I could
see past the mess and bought it on
the spot.” With the design done by
architect friend, Len Pauls, he hired
a young carpenter graduate to help
him restore the house into an art
gallery with a café. The Ripplinger
Fine Art Gallery and Picture
Framing with the café on 14th
Avenue also contains an exclusive
women’s  fashion outlet on the sec-
ond floor and the café boasts a col-
lection of art objects for sale. 

Although Ripplinger had
aspired to write a self-help book
when he was a counsellor, his art
overshadowed that pursuit. It was
not until his senior years that God’s
divine providence would lead him
to realize his dream.

“One of the real estate people I
dealt with (he had purchased rev-
enue houses as an investment to
build a pension) came to the gallery
in 2000 and said, ‘Henry you have
to see this house on Hill Avenue.’ I
told him no, I have enough, I don’t
need any more, but maybe Jason
(his son who worked with him and
now owns the business) might be
interested. So, we went to the
house. As soon as I entered the
house I felt a powerful spiritual
presence; the antique furniture was
beautiful, there was an open book,
Mere Christianity by C.S Lewis, on
a chair — a book I was reading —
and it was open on the same chap-
ter I was reading at home; the book
shelves contained books I was
reading or had read or would have
purchased; there was a recipe on
the kitchen counter for one of my
favourite dishes; it was like the
owner had just walked out the back
door and I walked in. Everything
was left, the furniture, books,
everything. All the owner took
were pictures. There were even per-
sonal letters left behind. Incredibly,
Jason didn’t want the house but I
had to buy it. Rather than rent it out
right away, I would come there to
get away from the business and
spend time reading and thinking
about the previous owner.”

Eventually he and Joan moved
all the furniture and books to their
home above the valley and rented

out the house, but it continued to
haunt him. 

Five years later, 2005,
Ripplinger was sitting in his fa -
vourite chair in the sunroom
watching the sun come up over the
valley below, “thinking about
Marjorie (former owner of the Hill
Avenue house), a kindred spirit. I
began thinking about 1956 when I
was 15 and met a girl, a first love,
a first kiss, and it struck me, there’s
a love story here. What if circum-
stances separated us, we wrote let-
ters to each other but they were
kept from us, we found others,
married had children, but never
forgot each other and years later
were reunited.” 

Ripplinger took up pen and

paper and started to write the first
book, Pewter Angels. It became an
immediate bestseller and tied for a
Gold Medal for Religious Fiction
from Independent Publisher Book
Awards (IPPY Awards). “My ini-
tial purpose was to write a book
about this extraordinary experi-
ence, but it just kept flowing. It
took three books to finally write
about this experience that initially
motivated me to write in the first
place.”

The books tell the story of
Jenny Sarsky and Henry Pederson,
who met at 15 years of age and
knew immediately they had a con-
nection. Jenny is raped by another,
conceives and the child is given up
for adoption. One of Henry’s sons

comes home one day with a Jenny
look-alike who turns out to be the
child Jenny conceived. Henry’s
wife dies, Jenny gets divorced,
becomes ill and decides to return to
her Regina home. Henry unknow-
ingly buys her house when she
enters hospital; Henry discovers a
diary in a secret furniture drawer,
realizes it’s Jenny’s and they are
reunited.

“While it is this spirit-filled
love story that weaves and ties the
series together, the real essence of
the story are the life teachings
revealed by its lead characters,
especially Father Engelmann — a
profoundly wise and endearing
holy man living out the Word of
God. He not only becomes
Henry’s lifelong mentor but
touches the hearts of countless
readers through his wisdom, in -
sights and impeccable character,”
said Ripplinger.

Ripplinger said about 80 per
cent of the story is about his life’s
spiritual journey. He showed me
several emails from people who
say the books have returned them
to the Catholic faith. “They tell
about Catholicism and Christ’s les-
sons through the story, it’s not the-
ology or the doctrine of the
Catholic Church.” Several priests,
nuns and educators suggested the
books should be required reading
in schools. 

Ripplinger believes he has been
given a gift to write these books
“It’s just been a real miracle in my
life.”

The seven-part inspirational
fiction series Angelic Letters in -
cludes, to date: Pewter Angels,
Another Angel of Love, Angel of
Thanksgiving, The Angelic Occur -
rence, and Angel Promises
Fulfilled. Book six, The House
Where Angels Dwell, will be
available in spring 2017.

5 ANGELIC LETTERS 
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”Awesome, captivating, page-turner...” 
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Frank Flegel
AUThOR AND ARTIST — henry Ripplinger sits in his favourite chair looking out at the Qu’Appelle val-
ley below. The Saskatchewan artist has found a second career writing a series of bestselling books: The
Angelic Letters series.
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How Leonard Cohen taught Judaism to the world
By Jeffrey Salkin 
©2016 Religion News Service

Leonard Cohen — novelist,
poet, singer, songwriter — has
died at the age of 82.

Cohen, whose death two weeks
ago was made public Nov. 10, was
the quintessential Jewish compos-
er of our time — yes, perhaps,
even more than Bob Dylan.

Cohen was not only an entertain-
er (the word seems so inadequate).

He was a rabbi, a teacher —
with his own unique Torah.

First, Cohen taught us how  to
be  simultaneously worldly and
Jewish. 

For that was what Cohen was:
deeply Jewish — even when he
included Christian images in his
songs; even when he lived as a
Buddhist monk.

He was a product of Jewish
Montreal — Cohen’s family mem-
bers were leaders in the Montreal
Jewish community. His grandfa-
ther was a noted rabbi and scholar.

The names of his books — Book
of Mercy, Book of Longing — sound
Jewish, as if they were sacred
works, in  the tradition of the
Psalms. He wrote liturgical poetry

that became songs — some of
which, like Who By Fire, and the
ubiquitous Hallelujah, have be -
come staples of contemporary syna-
gogue music.

Cohen was that rarity among
Jewish pop stars — an unapologe -
tic Zionist. During the Yom Kippur
War, he travelled to Israel to enter-
tain the Israel defence Forces.

In 2009, he gave a concert in
Ramat Gan.

He spoke to the audience in
Hebrew.

He opened the show with the
first sentence of the Jewish prayer
Ma Tovu  — “How goodly are
your tents, O Jacob . . .”

He ended the concert with the
priestly blessing — obviously
aware that as a Cohen, a descen-
dant of the priestly class, it was, in
fact, his prerogative.

Second, Cohen embodied the
prophetic impulse of Judaism.

In December 1963, in a sympo-
sium on the future of Judaism in
Canada, Cohen gave an address,
“Loneliness and History.”

In that speech, he castigated the
Montreal Jewish community for
abandoning the spiritual for the ma -
terial. He delivered a full-throated

assault on the religious emptiness
of the community, and  the smug-
ness of those who sat in the pews.

They did not realize their
blood was consecrated. . . .They
did not seem to realize how frag-
ile the cere mony was. They par-

ticipated in it blindly, as if it would
last forever. . . . Their nobility was
insecure be cause it rested on in -
heritance and not moment-to-
moment creation in the face of
annihilation . . .

The beautiful melody soared,

which proclaimed that the Law
was a tree of life and a path of
peace. Couldn’t they see how it
had to be nourished?

And, he concluded:
“Jews were afraid to be lonely.

Jews must survive in their loneli-
ness as witnesses. Jews are the
witnesses to monotheism and that
is what they must continue to
declare.”

It was as if he was channelling
Amos or Isaiah.

And finally, Cohen taught us
how to confront death.

I knew that this day was com-
ing.

We all did, even if we were in
denial — thinking that an 82-year-
old rock star could go on forever,
ignoring the fact that he was
already three times as old as Jim
Morrison, Jimi Hendrix, Janis
Joplin, Brian Jones, Kurt Cobain,
and Amy Winehouse were when
the Angel of Death invited each
one of them to jam.

Cohen had no illusions. Not
since the late Warren Zevon sang
about his own impending death
from cancer (Please Stay) has a 
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Beauty in broken worlds, broken people part of appeal in Cohen’s songs
By Caitlin Ward

Generally speaking, I’m a fair-
ly calm, fairly reasonable, fairly
kind person. I sit with people and
talk through things to try to under-
stand multiple viewpoints. I inter-
rogate my own prejudices and
think seriously about why I think

the way I do about things. And
then, there’s an election in the
English-speaking world. And then
I stop being that fairly calm, fairly
kind person. Just for a few days.

I am writing this a week after
the United States of America elect-
ed that wretched orange man as
their president, and the Republi -
cans claimed majorities in the
House and the Senate. By the time
this goes to press, it will have been
more than two weeks since
orangey man was elected (yes, at
some point I will have to start call-
ing him by his proper name. Today
is not that day). The pages of the
Prairie Messenger and just about
every paper and news-related web-
site in the English-speaking world
will have come close to exhausting
all the ways to think about how and
why that happened, and what the
implications going forward will be.

Well. That, or the world will
have been engulfed in flames. At
this point, I discount nothing.

My point is, I doubt I’m able to
contribute much more to the con-
versation, except to quote a friend
and colleague. It was a throw-

away line in a conversation years
ago, but it resonated with me:
“things don’t only happen for one
reason.” It’s something I try to
bear in mind most of the time, and
especially in these strange days.
When we try to parse whether it
was alienation, economic instabil-
ity, white backlash, or bigotry that
led to this state of affairs, I think
it’s most helpful to say it was
probably all of those things.

Of course, that doesn’t mean
each reason is equally valid, or
equally relevant. That’s the place
where I stop being fairly calm
and kind around election times.
This time around I got into an
argument with every white man I
encountered (except for my dad).
I never shouted, but I definitely
raised my voice a few times. I
feel I should note: I didn’t try to
pick fights with white men. It just
sort of happened that way.

At first I was going to say that
elections bring out the worst in
me because of that, but I don’t
think that’s it. It brings out a part
of me that’s harder to take: I’m
more challenging and I’m angrier.
But then sometimes, it’s not fair to
expect someone to be calm.

I’ve been thinking about this in
the wake of Leonard Cohen’s
death, which happened the day
before the American election, and
was announced a few days after it.
If he had died another week, this
column would be about the close
but difficult relationship I have
with his work. Perhaps I will write
that column another time. But this
week, I was thinking about how
people have paid tribute to Cohen,
and which of his songs have res-
onated in their lives. Now, I must
admit, I was sick of hearing the
song Hallelujah far before anyone
posted it on their Facebook last
week, and the number of times
people have quoted from the cho-
rus of Anthem was clearly getting
out of hand (“there is a crack in

everything / that’s how the light
gets in”). These are the songs of
Cohen’s that have stuck with peo-
ple, though. There’s a few others
that come up a lot, too: Suzanne;
Bird on a Wire; Tower of Song;
Sisters of Mercy. 

I see the appeal of these songs;
they see beauty in broken worlds
and broken people. They promise
things are not quite lost, but nor do
they promise perfection (from
Anthem: “every heart will come to
love / but like a refugee”). There’s
ritual and faith in them. They com-
fort people. There are other sides
to Cohen: there’s Cohen the bro-
ken man (Famous Blue Raincoat);
Cohen the womanizer (Anyhow);
Cohen who thinks no woman will

ever love him, but really should
pay more attention to his own life
if he thinks that’s the case (Take
This Longing); Cohen who is real-
ly more into Federico Garcia
Lorca than anyone rightly should
be (Take This Waltz); Cohen who
should really consider converting
to Christianity if he’s this into it
(Joan of Arc).

Then there’s the Cohen who
has “seen the future, brother / it’s
murder.” That’s the Cohen who
predicted a major terrorist attack
in First We Take Manhattan. This
is the same Cohen who threat-
ened to make a lampshade out of
your kiss in Flowers for Hitler.
This is the Cohen who demanded
we compare mythologies at the

age of 23: said Jesus was nailed
to a cross “like a bat against a
barn” in his first book. 

This is the part of Cohen that
people tend to ignore: the Cohen
whose sensuality turns rotten,
whose spirituality is apocalyptic,
whose religious fervour is violent.
He’s the one who calls it like it is
when no one likes how it is. And
just as I would not call my com-
bativeness in the wake of elections
the worst of me, I would not call
this the worst of Cohen (that title is
reserved for everything he did
with Phil Spector in the 1970s). I
would say, however, it’s the part of
Cohen that’s difficult to take. 

But let’s face it. The dice are
definitely loaded.

Everybody Knows
Leonard Cohen

Everybody knows that the dice are loaded
Everybody rolls with their fingers crossed
Everybody knows the war is over
Everybody knows the good guys lost
Everybody knows the fight was fixed
The poor stay poor, the rich get rich
That’s how it goes
Everybody knows

Everybody knows that the boat is leaking
Everybody knows that the captain lied
Everybody got this broken feeling
Like their father or their dog just died
Everybody talking to their pockets
Everybody wants a box of chocolates
And a long-stem rose
Everybody knows

Everybody knows that you love me baby
Everybody knows that you really do
Everybody knows that you’ve been faithful
Ah, give or take a night or two
Everybody knows you’ve been discreet
But there were so many people you just had to

meet
Without your clothes
And everybody knows

CHORUS
Everybody knows, everybody knows
That’s how it goes
Everybody knows

Everybody knows, everybody knows
That’s how it goes
Everybody knows

And everybody knows that it’s now or never
Everybody knows that it’s me or you
And everybody knows that you live forever
Ah, when you’ve done a line or two
Everybody knows the deal is rotten
Old Black Joe’s still pickin’ cotton
For your ribbons and bows
And everybody knows

And everybody knows that the Plague is coming
Everybody knows that it’s moving fast
Everybody knows that the naked man and

woman
Are just a shining artifact of the past
Everybody knows the scene is dead
But there’s gonna be a meter on your bed
That will disclose
What everybody knows

And everybody knows that you’re in trouble
Everybody knows what you’ve been through
From the bloody cross on top of Calvary
To the beach of Malibu
Everybody knows it’s coming apart
Take one last look at this Sacred Heart
Before it blows
And everybody knows

Ward is a Saskatoon- based
freelance writer who spends her
days (and most nights) working at
a small Catholic college. Her less
eloquent thoughts can be found at
http://www.twitter.com/newsetof-
strings

RNS/REUTERS/Luke MacGregor
RABBI, TEAChER, ENTERTAINER — Canadian singer-songwriter
Leonard Cohen performs at the Glastonbury Festival 2008 in Somerset,
southwest England on June 29, 2008. Cohen died recently at the age of 82.
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Sometimes we need to be coached into trusting silence

It was a gamble, one I found
myself second-guessing as soon as
I started it. The parish council had
asked for a facilitated day with the
goal of strategic planning around a
newly formed vision statement.
Based on previous days we had
together, they had also requested
that part of the day be a retreat
time. Since they didn’t specify
what that should be, it was my
choice to decide what the “retreat”
would look like as well as how
much time we would devote to it. 

In my planning, I looked at
their goals for the day. It was an
ambitious agenda for a five-hour
day, one that included a review of
the vision statement itself and
then a process for setting specific
goals to achieve it. Previous expe-
rience told me strategic planning
of that type takes more than a few
hours. While I applauded the wis-
dom of the retreat idea, I struggled
with how to fit everything in. 

Hence the gamble. I was wor-
ried as I stood before them, giving
them instructions for the next por-
tion of the morning. We had just
spent 20 minutes reviewing the
wisdom of “deep listening” and the
spiritual benefits of silence. I had
quoted mystic Meister Eckhart to
them, “There is nothing so like
God as silence,” and the Sufi poet
Rumi: “The quieter you are, the
more you are able to hear.” 

We had considered the Zen story
of the disciple who came to the
Master seeking enlightenment.

Sitting down with the disciple for
tea, the Master began pouring tea
into the disciple’s cup, filling it and
then over-filling it, seemingly
unaware of the overflowing teacup.
“Master,” protested the disciple,
“Stop! Can’t you see the cup is
full?” The master stopped pouring
and smiled at the disciple. “So it is
with you,” he declared gently. “You
are like this teacup, so full of
knowledge and ideas that nothing
more can be added. How can I pos-
sibly teach you anything when you
are already full? Before you start to
learn, you have to empty your cup.” 

Their workday, I suggested,
was to be one of listening not only
to one another but to the Spirit
working in and among them, so a
good place to start would be with
empty cups. Given a choice of
being, “full of self or empty with
spirit,” we wanted to be, “empty
with spirit.” The pathway would
be through sacred silence: endless
chatter could be stilled, and per-
sonal agendas and preconceived
ideas released, so that one might
truly be able to hear the other. 

Our prayer, I had explained,
was to be visio divina. Latin for
“divine seeing,” visio divina
shares its roots with the more
familiar lectio divina, the slow,
careful reflection with Scripture
where one allows a word or
phrase to rise in one’s conscious-
ness. Visio divina uses visual rep-
resentations, like a painting, photo
or icon, for the same purpose: in
prayerful reflection, one invites
elements of the image to speak.  

Our scriptural focus was
Elijah’s story from 1 Kings. Elijah
is hiding in the cave, waiting on the
Lord. Sequentially a mighty wind,
an earthquake and a fire arrive and
depart, but the Lord isn’t in any of
them. Finally, there is “the sound
of sheer silence,” and Elijah goes
to the mouth of the cave. There the

angel of the Lord speaks. 
After giving instructions for

the process of visio divina and
reading the scriptural passage
aloud for them, I give each of
them a photocopied image of a
painting: Elijah huddled in his
cave, with his hands covering his
face and the mountains stark
around him. The instructions are
to take the image, find a quiet spot
and remain in silence for an hour. 

And that’s the gamble and my
worry. Would they like the form of
prayer? But more, was the hour of
silence too long? Many can’t han-
dle 20 minutes of it, let alone a
whole hour! I prowl around for the
first half hour, anxiously checking.
I am heartened to see their commit-
ment. Some are resting with eyes

closed; some are walking outside;
some are journalling. All are per-
fectly quiet. The truth, though, will
come when they return to share
their experiences. 

“When I first heard it was to be
an hour of silence, my heart sank!”
reports one participant. “But it took
me almost 15 minutes to settle
down. My mind was racing and
only gradually did I get quiet. Then
I was able to enter the silence and
pray with the image. It was wonder-
ful and I wasn’t ready for it to end.” 

One man simply said, “The
hour was a gift. I went and walked
in the forest. I listened to the birds,
looked at the trees, enjoyed the
sun. I realized I hadn’t had an hour
to myself without tasks or other
people needing me, for ages. It

was so peaceful and eventually, I
realized, prayerful. Now my mind
is clear and my soul is quiet.” 

And so it goes: most report an
initial hesitation moving to a whole-
hearted embrace of the experience.
In the silence, they found them-
selves at a place of stillness and
their prayer was richer for it. The
insights they share that surfaced in
the visio divina are profound and
wonderful. Overwhelmingly, grati-
tude for both the prayer form and
the silence are the order of the day. 

“So,” I think ruefully, “Not so
much a gamble after all.” I should
have trusted more: in the sacred-
ness of the silence and the slow,
winding work of the Spirit. Duly
noted; lesson learned, and we
move on to the rest of our day. 

Prather, BEd, MTh, is a teacher
and facilitator in the areas of faith
and spirituality. She was executive
director at Star of the North
Retreat Centre in St. Albert, Alta.,
for 21 years and resides in
Sherwood Park with her husband,
Bob. They are blessed with four
children and 10 grandchildren.

Sandy Prather

Breaking Open
the Ordinary

Design Pics
TRUSTING SILENCE — “There is nothing so like God as silence,” said Meister Eckhart, and the Sufi poet
Rumi said, “The quieter you are, the more you are able to hear,” quotes Sandy Prather. We need to trust
more the “slow, winding work of the Spirit.”

Continued from page 11

popular musician so powerfully
confronted his or her own mortality.

I am referring, of course, to his
final album, You Want It Darker,
which was released just weeks
ago. In the title track, he recited his
own interpretation of Kaddish, the
traditional prayer for the dead  —
with the refrain: “Hineini (here I
am) — I’m ready, my Lord.”

Not long before that, Cohen’s
old lover-muse, Marianne Ihlen,
died — the subject of his classic
song, So Long, Marianne.

In a letter to her, written short-
ly before her death, Cohen wrote:

“Well Marianne it’s come to
this time when we are really so old
and our bodies are falling apart and
I think I will follow you very soon.
Know that I am so close behind
you that if you stretch out your
hand, I think you can reach mine.

And you know that I’ve always
loved you for your beauty and
your wisdom, but I don’t need to
say anything more about that
because you know all about that.
But now, I just want to wish you a
very good journey. Goodbye old
friend. Endless love, see you down
the road.”

Wow. One holy wow.
Imagine what it would be like

to confront death that way.
I would like to think that right

about now, Cohen is singing to
God (from If It Be Your Will):

If it be your will
That I speak no more
And my voice be still
As it was before
I will speak no more
I shall abide until
I am spoken for
If it be your will.
May Leonard Cohen’s memory

be an eternal blessing.

Mortality is confronted
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John’s message challenges us to resist being smug

I remember it like it was yesterday, but this event hap-
pened maybe 20 years ago. We were leading an Advent
retreat in the little parish of Claybank, Sask. This was a
three-evening experience with the parish in charge of pre-
senting a patron saint each evening. The first saint was
Isaiah, the second evening was John the Baptist and the
third was Mary the mother of Jesus. Each group was
charged with creating a profile from Scripture and a per-
son dressed as the saint offered a reflection or reading. I
remember that the first night was unique as they had Isaiah
speaking to a discouraged farmer. But the second night
was the most stunning.

They had asked a young farmer to be John the Baptist
and he was really dressed for the part, complete with a
beard, a staff and a crazed look. As he approached the front
of the church, he carried a sign that read: “REPENT.” As he
came closer to the front, people started to giggle when he
passed. The reason for their nervous laughter was the back
of the sign which read: “OR ELSE!” He said nothing, but
his wild glare and fearsome countenance said it all as he
laid his sign down on the sanctuary and walked to the back,
eyeing the whole congregation!

John the Baptist was as wild a prophet as any you’d find
in the Hebrew story. His fearless call for justice and right
relationship paved the way for the message and person of
Jesus. People paid attention when he pointed to Jesus as the
real Messiah. His piercing personality and his confronta-
tion with Herod led to his martyrdom. But even John had
misgivings. “Go and ask him if he is the one, or are we to
wait for another,” he said. Jesus’ response gave John what
he needed to know. ”Go back and tell John what you see.
The blind see, the deaf hear and the poor have the good
news proclaimed to them.” With this assurance, John could

face his death with meaning and purpose.
But John’s message included harsh punishment for

those who did not heed his message of conversion. In
today’s Gospel he calls the Pharisees a “brood of vipers.”
He challenges them (and us, by extension) to not rest on
our heritage, position or tradition that might cause us to be
smug and self-satisfied with our spiritual place. A faith that
isn’t growing could be dying.

Both John and Isaiah use images of scary repercussions
for those who have no “fear of the Lord.” We should exam-
ine what this “fear of the Lord” is all about. Since this is
mentioned as one of the “gifts” of the Holy Spirit, and since
we live in a culture of complacency about spiritual affairs,
it might be useful during this Advent season to reconsider
the meaning of our relationship to God.

The central message of “fear of the Lord” has less to do
with being afraid of God’s punishment, and more to do with
the importance of a desire to please God in our life’s choic-
es and life’s direction. Someone who has great respect and
admiration for a parent would find it disheartening to know
they disappointed their mother or father by their choices.
When was the last time you added to your considerations a
thought about how God would consider your choice? 

Some years back there was a movement entitled: “WWJD”
which stood for “What Would Jesus Do?” This is another way

of saying that any Christian life, in order to call itself
Christian, needs to have an avenue where God’s will (known
through the teaching, the community, one’s own prayer life,
and the sacraments of the church) is given a proper “weight”
when considering the choices we make in our lives. 

Fear of hell and damnation certainly motivated people’s
behaviour in the past. However, the roots of their faith may
have been shallow and much was abandoned when the “cat-
tle prods” of God’s vengeance and anger were downplayed. 

Today we have grown in our awareness of the gentler
God, a God of mercy and compassion, slow to anger and
rich in understanding. Some would say that has fed into the
increase of complacency when it comes to religious prac-
tice. However, we might be witnessing a new age of reli-
gion “by attraction,” rather than “religion by inheritance.”

Pope Francis recently called for this kind of witness to
our faith. Faith by attraction is rooted in the gifts of joy,
peace, kindness and care we offer to others. This can lead

recipients of our charity to ask what our motivation is behind
our care. They may even find it so attractive that they ask to
be a part of whatever faith community we are attached to. 

Faith by attraction re quires works of charity, works of
merc y, works of
giving our-
selves to the
poor. That is
why St. Paul, in
today’s second
reading, wants
to stir up the
“witness fac-
tor” of the new
Chris tians by
c h a l l e n g i n g
them to wel-
come one an -
other and to
welcome the
gentiles among
them by their
love for and
praise to God,
“so that the
gentiles might
glorify God for his mercy.” 

Thomas Merton had a wonderful prayer that speaks to the
desire of our hearts to follow the will of God in our lives:

“My Lord God I have no idea where I am going. I do not
see the road ahead of me. I cannot know for certain where
it will end. Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I
think I am following your will does not mean that I am
actually doing so.

“But I believe that my desire to please you does in fact
please you. And I hope that I have that desire in all that I
am doing. I hope that I will never do anything apart from
that desire. And I know that if I do this, you will lead me
by the right road, though I may know nothing about it.

“Therefore, I will trust you always though I may seem
to be lost and in the shadow of death. I will not fear, for you
are ever with me, and you will never leave me to face my
perils alone.”

During this Advent, allow God’s voice to whisper attrac-
tive words of wisdom to you. Words that will cause your
heart to stir for justice and to soften for love of God and
neighbour. May your welcoming of others increase! This
can make Christmas a truly sacred and holy event in our
families and in our communities.

Beginning of real faith takes place within a dark night of the soul

Atheism is a parasite that feeds
on bad religion. That’s why, in the
end, atheistic critics are our friends.
They hold our feet to the fire.

Friedrich Nietzsche, Ludwig
Feuerbach, and Karl Marx, for
example, submit that all religious
experience is ultimately psycho-
logical projection. For them, the
God we believe in and who under-
girds our churches is, at the end of

the day, simply a fantasy we have
created for ourselves to serve our
own needs. We have created God
as opium for comfort and to give
ourselves divine permission to do
what we want to do.

They’re largely correct, but par-
tially wrong, and it’s in where
they’re wrong that true religion
takes it root. Admittedly, they’re
right in that a lot of religious expe-
rience and church life is far from
pure, as is evident in our lives. It’s
hard to deny that we are forever get-
ting our own ambitions and ener-
gies mixed up with what we call
religious experience. That’s why, so

often, we, you and I, sincere reli-
gious people, don’t look like Jesus
at all: We’re arrogant where we
should be humble, judgmental
where we should be forgiving, hate-
ful where we should be loving, self-
concerned where we should be
altruistic, and, not least, spiteful and
vicious where we should be under-
standing and merciful. Our lives
and our churches often don’t radiate
Jesus. Atheism is a needed chal-
lenge because far too often we have
our own life force confused with
God and our own ideologies con-
fused with the Gospel.

Fortunately, God doesn’t let us
get away with it for long. Rather,
as the mystics teach, God inflicts
us with a confusing, painful grace
called a dark night of the soul.
What happens in a dark night of
the soul is that we run out of gas
religiously in that the religious
experiences that once sustained us
and gave us fervour dry up or get
crucified in a way that leaves us
with no imaginative, affective, or
emotional sense of either God’s
love or of God’s existence. No
effort on our part can again con-
jure up the feelings and images we
once had about God and the secu-
rity we once felt within ourselves
about our faith and religious
beliefs. The heavens empty and
inside of ourselves we feel agnos-
tic, as if God didn’t exist, and we

are no longer able to create an
image of God that feels real to us.
We become helpless inside of our-
selves to generate a sense of God.

But that’s precisely the begin-
ning of real faith. In that darkness,
when we have nothing left, when
we feel there is no God, God can
begin to flow into us a pure way.
Because our interior religious fac-
ulties are paralyzed we can no
longer manipulate our experience
of God, fudge it, project ourselves
into it, or use it to rationalize
divine permission for our own
actions. Real faith begins at the
exact point where our atheistic
critics think it ends, in darkness
and emptiness, in religious impo-
tence, in our powerlessness to
influence how God flows into us.

We see this clearly in the life of
Mother Teresa. As seen in her
diaries, for the first 27 years of her
life she had a deep, felt, imagina-
tive, affective sense of God in her
life. She lived with a rock-like
certainty about God’s existence
and God’s love. But at age 27,
praying on a train one day, it was
as if someone turned off some
switch that connected her to God.
In her imagination and her feel-
ings, the heavens emptied. God,
as she had known him in her mind
and feelings, disappeared. 

But we know the rest of the
story: she lived out the next 60

years of her life in a faith that truly
was rock-solid and she lived out a
dedicated, selfless commitment
that would disempower even the
strongest atheistic critic from mak-
ing the accusation that her reli-
gious experience was selfish pro-
jection and that her practice of reli-
gion was not essentially pure. In
her religious darkness, God was
able to flow into her in essential
purity, unlike for many of us where
a faith life that’s clearly self-serv-
ing belies a belief that we are lis-
tening to God and not to ourselves.

Even Jesus, in his humanity, had
to undergo this darkness, as is evi-
dent in Gethsemane and his cry of
abandonment on the cross. After his
agony in the Garden of Gethse -
mane, we are told that an angel
came and strengthened him. Why,
we might ask, didn’t the angel come
earlier when seemingly he most
needed the help? God’s assistance
couldn’t come until he was com-
pletely spent in terms of his own
strength; his humanity wouldn’t
have let the divine flow in purely
but would have inserted itself into
the experience. He had to be com-
pletely spent of his own strength
before the divine could truly and
purely flow in. So too for us.

Dark nights of faith are needed
to wash us clean because only
then can the angel come to help
us.

Ron Rolheiser, OMI

In 
Exile

Isaiah 11:1-10Second Sunday Psalm 72of Advent Romans 15:4-9December 4, 2016 Matthew 3:1-12

Rolheiser, theologian, teacher,
and award-winning author, is
president of the Oblate School of
Theology in San Antonio, Texas.
He can be contacted through his
website: www.ronrolheiser.com.
Now on Facebook: www.facebook.
com/ronrolheiser

Williston gives parish missions and is a former mission-
ary with the Redemptorists. He is also a song writer and
recording artist.
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In celebration of the reckless extravagance of fruit
By Edna Froese

Fruit and I have close kinship;
it calls to me and I answer —
eagerly. As far as I am concerned,
there’s no such thing as too much
fruit, especially wild fruit. Family
lore claims I can spot wild straw-
berries in the ditch along the high-
way through the windows of a
speeding car. Small grandchildren
have already learned that on hikes

in the Rockies, it pays to stay near
Grandma. If there is wild fruit to
be had — strawberries, currants,
saskatoons, raspberries, blueber-
ries — I will find it. And will hap-
pily “steal” it from the bears who
probably need the calories more
than my clan and I do. My guilt
over the theft is quickly smoth-
ered by my confidence that there
are more than enough berries for
us all. So far. 

The reckless extravagant abun-
dance of fruit, wild and domesti-
cated, never ceases to astonish me.
Even granting that some fruit in a
human diet is essential for vitamins
and fibre, was the Crea tor obliged
to provide so much, in such profli-
gate variety? Or to infuse some
fruits with so much juice and joy
that the first bite is like sexual cli-
max for sheer self-abandonment to
sensual indulgence? The very

shape and lustre of fresh peaches,
to take one example, is enough to
make the sensitive blush, and the
intensity of taste in wild strawber-
ries or blueberries can be grasped
only through experience, through
know ing.

And abruptly, the biblical sense
of knowing — physical intimacy
— comes into play. A raspberry is
not real until it is crushed by the
tongue, and one is never the same
thereafter (I speak here of raspber-
ries for which one has braved the
prickly canes, not the ones sold in
multinational grocery stores, hy -
bridized for their longevity, and
shipped days ago). Whatever fruit
one imagines that the first human
pair ate in search of forbidden
knowledge — perhaps a mango
which drips juice everywhere, or a
pomegranate whose every seed is
a burst of flavour and surprise —
it becomes an apt symbol for the
uprush of new experience, with all
its consequences. 

Fruit and gardens: both are so
symbolically rich (and wild fruit
has additional hints of the illicit and
the adventurous) that writers, from
biblical times to the present, find
them irresistible. Isaiah the prophet
could find no more apt picture of
redemption than the transformation
of a wilderness into a garden; for
St. John, the Gospel writer, it
seemed fitting that the grieving
Mary Magdalene should mistake
the risen Christ for the gardener;
and to John of Patmos, heaven was
incomplete without a Tree of Life
that bore fruit every month.

As I think of writers I have re -
cently encountered, none does
more with fruit and gardens than
Darcie Friesen Hossack. In her col-
lection of short stories Mennonites
Don’t Dance, she piles theological
implications on top of too-skimpy
pies and blushing fragile tomatoes,
and deftly measures her characters
by their ability — and willingness
— to love dirt into fruitfulness.
Those who “have no use for fruit”
have adopted a soulless utilitarian-
ism designed to shield them from
vulnerability. Those with whole-
some relationships, with others and
with their God, are most likely to
grow gardens and love fruit;
they’re unafraid of sensuality and
are generous of soul and habit.

What appeals to me in Hossack’s
painfully honest stories about fami-
ly dynamics is the recurrent insis-
tence on hope, through the fertile,
lovely gardens, in the shameless
abundant juices of fruit. Hope, for
children wounded by their parents’
struggle to come to terms with their
own past, is born as they learn to put
seeds into the soil or gather dande-
lions for wine. Transformational
activities, which Hossack associates
with the creative impulse itself,
often by way of a fascination with
texture, not just taste, or a height-
ened sensitivity to colour. 

That last symbolic connection
draws in beauty itself, and raises the
theological question of wheth er one
can learn to love God without also
learning to love beauty and cele-
brating the human senses through
which we revel in the beautiful. I
am reminded of poet John Keats’
famous words “Beauty is truth,
truth beauty,’ — that is all / Ye know
on earth, and all ye need to know.”
If we’re going to follow that line of
thought back to the Garden of Eden
and reclaim gardening as a neces-
sary theological activity, maybe
even as a prologue to love itself
(since growing anything is a surren-
der of control), then . . . well, what
then? 

Already on that path is a grow-
ing congregation of earth-keepers,
from backyard composters and
determined urban gardeners to
highly trained scientists estimat-
ing the number of years we have
left before our entire earthly gar-
den withers and all its inhabitants
with it. Keats’ observation now
takes on some urgency; if the in -
terchangeability of beauty and
truth is the sole knowledge neces-
sary, then to seek and to gain that
knowledge, we need to know also
(through experience, through the
crushed raspberry on the tongue)
that we, and the beauty and truth
that we must know (with all our
passion and energy), are also root-
ed in the earth, on the earth.
Knowing begins in dirt. 

Froese taught English litera-
ture at St. Thomas More College
in Saskatoon for many years until
her retirement. She currently
works part time as academic edi-
tor while relishing the freedom to
read and write for pleasure.

Edna Froese
RECKLESS EXTRAVAGANCE — “The reckless extravagant abundance of fruit, wild and domesticated,
never ceases to astonish me,” writes Edna Froese.

Nothing can defile our eternal value

In two very different contexts,
with public figures at opposite ends
of the spectrum in terms of cultural
cachet, we find the same depth of
faith. Elizabeth Smart is the young
woman who was kidnapped from
her bedroom at the age of 14 and
subjected to a horrendous ordeal for
nine months. She endured daily
sexual violation by a self-pro-
claimed prophet obeying the delu-
sionary dictates of his God to
“receive” a virgin wife, aided and
abetted by his actual wife. 

Although Elizabeth’s emotions
un derstandably ran the gamut of
trauma and despair, her unwavering
faith remained intact. Elizabeth’s

essential experience and message
for others, which was tested in the
ex treme, is that one’s worth can
nev er be diminished by how we are
perceived or treated. Now almost
30, married and expecting her sec-
ond child, Elizabeth has done much
as an advocate for children’s rights,
advancing the cause of sexual pred-
ator and human trafficking legisla-
tion. 

In 2012, Elizabeth was honoured
with the Siena Award, named after
St. Catherine of Siena, who broke
through the sexist bondage of her
time, resisting both forced marriage
and conventional religious life, to
become a Doctor of the Church in
our time. While still a teenager like
Elizabeth, Catherine advised when
enduring trouble and trials to “Build
a cell inside your mind, from which
you can never flee.” 

This is exactly what Elizabeth
did in captivity while literally
chained to a tree. She invoked the
unconditional love of God and her
family. One of her breakthrough
mo ments came when she was final-
ly able to look her tormentor in the
eyes and not look away before he
did. She “could stand on my own
two feet” and hold her ground with

confidence in the redemptive quali-
ties of faith, resiliency, and grati-
tude, to which her life since her res-
cue is a testimony. Interestingly, this
was the last message of Thomas
Merton shortly before he died.
“From now on, brothers, everybody
stands on his own two feet.” 

There are few who have stood
on their own two feet artistically as
much as Bob Dylan, now character-
ized as a latter-day Homer thanks to
this year’s Nobel Prize. (See Caitlin
Ward’s column in the PM Oct. 26
issue.) Dylan could also be cast as
an Old Testament prophet or New
Testament John the Baptist, a voice
crying in the post-modern wilder-
ness. (See Dylan’s Visions of Sin by
Christopher Ricks.) Yet in the later
1980s, Dylan lost his sense of voca-
tion under the weight of the persona
meant to attract/deflect attention
with respect to his calling as a roam-
ing troubadour/reluctant prophet.
He had strayed from the “cell inside
his mind” by increasingly project-
ing a caricature of himself. Then on
stage in Switzerland, the revelation
quoted above came to him, which
was a turning point in being faithful
to his musical muse. His was the
opposite task of claiming his worth,
with it being extolled to unbearable
proportions.

For Dylan, it’s always been
about staying true to his voice and
vision, no matter what the career
consequences or distortions of
fame. “It’s kind of a thing you have
to keep to your own self, because
it’s a fragile feeling. And if you put
it out there, someone will kill it. So
it’s best to keep that all inside.” 

On the surface, the only thing
Bob Dylan and Elizabeth Smart
have in common is music (she
plays the harp). Yet they share an
indomitable faith in our eternal
value, which nothing of this world
can defile or finally deny. 

Speyer is a Benedictine Oblate
as well as an author, subject mat-
ter expert for e-therapy, clinical
consultant and director of Inner -
View Guidance International
(IGI). He also directs a documen-
tary series entitled GuideLives for
the Journey: Ordinary Persons,
Extraordinary Pathfinders. http:/
/www.guidelives.ca/ Connect with
Cedric on https://www.facebook.
com/cms94 or via cms94@hot-
mail.com

“I always knew that he loved me and that whether I survived or I did-
n’t, he would always be there and that my family would always love me
no matter what happened.” — Elizabeth Smart

“I am determined to stand whether God will deliver me or not.” —
Bob Dylan
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Choosing cardinals: Francis is the ultimate headhunter
By David Gibson

VATICAN CITY (RNS) —
Pope Francis is often referred to
as the “pope of surprises” for
many reasons. One of them is the
unexpected churchmen he choos-
es to elevate to the rank of cardi-
nal, as he did with 16 bishops and
an elderly priest on Nov. 19 in St.
Peter’s Basilica.

These new cardinals include
prelates from 11 dioceses and six
countries that have never before
had a cardinal, and from places far
outside the traditional European
orbit of ecclesiastical influence:
Albania, for example, plus the
Central African Republic, Lesotho,
Mauritius, Bangladesh, Malaysia
and Papua New Guinea.

But the real surprise in these
picks, as in past appointments, is
that they came as a complete sur-
prise to many of the new cardinals
themselves, and to the pope’s
closest collaborators.

Cardinal-designate Joseph Tobin
of Indianapolis, for instance, found
out about his red hat in the early
morning hours on Oct. 9 when he
turned on his iPad to say his morn-
ing prayers and saw the news that
the pope had included him among
the list of new cardinals announced
at the Vatican.

“I am shocked beyond words
by the decision of the Holy
Father,” Tobin tweeted a few mo -
ments later.

Rev. Ernest Simoni, an 88-
year-old Albanian priest who
spent years in jail and under
forced labour during the com-
munist dictatorship, was watch-
ing Francis on television as he
read the list that same day and
was stunned to hear his name as
well.

“I did not believe either my
ears or eyes,” Simoni told
Reuters. “The pope said it, but I
could not believe it. ‘Can he be
talking about another Ernest?’ I
said to myself.”

In a previous round of appoint-
ments, in early 2015, Cardinal Jose
Lacunza Maestrojuan of Panama
— also a country that had never
had a cardinal — first heard about
his elevation when his sister in
Spain texted him on the instant
messaging service WhatsApp:
“You have nothing to tell me?” she
wrote. Lacunza thought it was
“crazy” and didn’t believe her until
he got a congratulatory phone call
from a cardinal in neighbouring
Nicaragua.

Doing it his way
So how does Francis go about

finding candidates and deciding
which to grant such a critical hon-
our — the right to vote in a con-
clave to choose a new pope from
among their own ranks?

If he is not following the normal
custom of simply giving red hats to
bishops in traditional “power” dio-
ceses and in the Roman Curia, then
he has to do a lot of due diligence
to find men who represent the open
and pastoral approach to ministry
he favours, or who send a message
about where the church’s priorities
should be.

Francis certainly seems to pre-
fer doing it his way.

More than three years into his
pontificate, it’s common knowl-
edge in the Vatican, and a source
of some frustration, that Francis
likes to set his own schedule and
dispense with the usual protocols
and gatekeepers. He keeps his
own datebook, calls who he likes
when he likes on his own cell-

phone — and seems to be his own
best executive search firm.

Vatican observers and Francis’
track record in selecting 55 cardi-
nals (44 of them under 80 and eli-
gible to vote in a conclave) in three
rounds of appointments since his
election in 2013 indicate that the
pontiff’s vetting process tends to
involve three main strategies.

The first is that he goes with
his gut. Francis places a high
value on personal encounters with
individuals, and in the case of
Simoni, Francis was moved to
tears when he visited Albania in
2014 by the priest’s description of
the two decades of imprisonment
and torture he suffered for refus-
ing to renounce his faith.

Such fidelity and humility are
qualities Francis wants to high-
light, and because a cardinal over
80 cannot vote in a conclave, giv-
ing a red hat to someone like
Simoni is more a personal honour
than a statement about who the
next pope might be.

He is his own Rolodex
Secondly, Francis has an im -

pressive mental Rolodex and it
often turns out that the pope
knows potential candidates better
than they thought he knew them.

Tobin, for example, said he
was flummoxed that Francis
would choose him, given that he
was in a relatively small, low-pro-
file diocese. Francis in fact likes
to honour out-of-the-way places
as a way of showing that the
“peripheries” of the church matter
more than the power centres. Plus,
Tobin’s pastoral style matches up
well with that of the pope.

But in speaking to reporters
earlier this month when he was
introduced as the new head of the
Newark archdiocese in New Jer -
sey (also a surprise move by
Francis), Tobin recounted a story
that indicates how well Francis
remembers people.

The cardinal-designate noted
that he and Francis — then Car -
dinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio of
Buenos Aires — first met during a
weeklong Vatican meeting in
2005. Tobin speaks fluent Spanish
so he and Bergoglio were in the
same Spanish-language small
group in the synod and they sat
next to each other.

One day during a coffee break
Tobin told Bergoglio that while
they were all happy with the elec-
tion of then-Pope Benedict XVI,
who had become pope a few
months earlier after  the death of
John Paul II, “in all honesty,
Cardinal, you were my mother’s
favourite candidate” to be chosen.
(Bergoglio was reportedly a strong
contender in that 2005 conclave.)

Bergoglio was surprised at
hearing this. “How does your
mother know me?” he asked.
Tobin explained: “Well, she read
in the newspaper that you pick up
after yourself, you cook your
food, and you drive a modest car.
And frankly, she’s had it up to
here with princes of the church!”

Bergoglio laughed, but never
forgot. Five years later when Bene -
dict chose Tobin to take a job in the
Roman Curia, the papal bureaucra-
cy, Tobin was surprised to receive a
brief note from Bergoglio in
Argentina telling him he was pray-
ing for him and adding, “I remem-
ber our conversations and I remem-
ber your mother’s good taste.”

Three years later, in 2012, Tobin
was effectively exiled from Rome
and sent to Indianapolis because he

disagreed with what proved to be a
disastrously unpopular Vatican
investigation of the American nuns
over doctrinal orthodoxy.

A few months after that, Bene -
dict resigned and Francis was
elected, and he let it be known that
he did not like how Tobin had
been treated. And now he is mak-
ing Tobin a cardinal.
Asking around

The third method Francis has
for vetting personnel is the time-
honoured system of asking
around. The Catholic Church is
essentially a global village where
even six degrees of separation
from one churchman to another
would be considered unusual.

“It’s obvious that every time he is
thinking of the next consistory” —
the ceremony in which he formally
elevates cardinals — “Francis is
looking for information about quali-
fied people,” said Andrea Tornielli,
longtime Vati can beat reporter for
the Italian daily La Stampa.

The pope will ask bishops and
others he trusts, Tornielli said,
especially if he is looking to use
an appointment to call attention to
a far-flung area that he knows lit-
tle about, or to send a message
about a particular issue, as he did
by naming the Vatican ambassa-
dor to wartorn Syria a cardinal —
also a first for a Vatican diplomat.

“Every pope has special chan-
nels and friends he asks to collect
information, for getting other
points of view,” Tornielli said.
“This is not such a novelty.”

What Francis is especially
good at is keeping his final choic-
es to himself.
Talent-spotting

Some critics wonder if Francis
consults widely enough to avoid
making questionable picks, while
others worry that making the
College of Cardinals so geograph-
ically and culturally diverse so
quickly could make it difficult to
act as a cohesive body that can
come together to advise a pope on
particular matters or deliberate
together to choose a new pontiff.

But the more common opinion
is that Francis is simply a good
talent-spotter, and that he is will-
ing and able to keep looking until
he finds candidates who embody
the type of churchman he thinks
the church needs for the future.

As Tobin said: “Sometimes I
think Pope Francis sees a lot more
in me than I see in myself.”

CNS/Alessandro Bianchi, Reuters
AN EYE FOR TALENT — Pope Francis leaves at the end of his gener-
al audience in St. Peter’s Square Nov. 16. In choosing cardinals, Francis
is simply a good talent-spotter, writes David Gibson, and he is willing
and able to keep looking until he finds candidates who embody the type
of churchman he thinks the church needs for the future.

PRAIRIE MESSENGER PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

KAPOOR, SELNES, &
KLIMM

Barristers & Solicitors
W. Selnes, B.A., LL.B.;
G. Klimm, B.A., LL.B.;

Phone (306) 752-5777, P.O. Box 2200
Melfort, Saskatchewan S0E 1A0

Phone (306) 873-4535, P.O. Box 760
Tisdale, Saskatchewan S0E 1T0

WEBER
& GASPER
Barristers & Solicitors

Russel Weber (B.A., LL.B.)
Tabbetha M. Gasper (B.A., LL.B.)
517 Main Street, Humboldt, Sask.

Phone: 306-682-5038
Fax: 306-682-5538

E-mail:
weber.gasper@sasktel.net

RAYNER AGENCIES LTD.
www.rayneragencies.ca                          Est. 1948

General Insurance Broker
Motor Licences & Notary Public
1000 Central Avenue, Saskatoon 

Phone: 306-373-0663
Shawn Wasylenko     Norbert Wasylenko

MAURICE SOULODRE
Architect Ltd.

Maurice Soulodre, B.A., B.Ed., M.Arch., SAA, MRAIC
1815C Lorne Ave., Saskatoon, SK   S7H 1Y5
Tel: (306) 955-0333      Fax: (306) 955-0549

E-mail: soularch@sasktel.net

Your Best Insurance
Is An Insurance Broker

VOLUNTEER INTERNATIONAL
CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

requires Teachers, Administrators, Medical Professionals and
Trades People, aged 21 - 65. If you are interested in serving

overseas for two years, we may have an
assignment for you! Please call 306-374-2717,
Email: vics1@telusplanet.net or visit our 
Website at www.volunteerinternational.ca

Assante Financial
Management Ltd.

Peter Martens, FICB
Financial Advisor

Cara Martens, CFP
Financial Advisor

301 - 500 Spadina Crescent East
Saskatoon, SK  S7K 4H9

T: (306) 665-3244
1-800-465-2100

E: pmartens@assante.com

John Schachtel
1201 - 8th St. East   
Saskatoon, Sask.  
(306) 978-5200

�����	���	
	���	
��	��������	�

�����������������
�
��
�	���

�����	�	
������ ���������������

MALINOSKI & DANYLUIK 
FUNERAL HOME

HWY 5 EAST HUMBOLDT
Humboldt’s only 100% 

locally owned and operated.
PH : 306-682-1622mckercher.ca

SASKATOON:
(306) 653-2000
L.J.(Dick) Batten, QC
Michel G. Thibault
David M.A. Stack,QC
Curtis J. Onishenko
Galen R. Richardson

REGINA:
306.565.6500
David E. Thera, QC

Committed to serving the legal 
needs of Religious Organizations 

for the past 90 years.

MCKERCHER LLP BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

Hearing Aid Sales, Service & Repair
Ph: 306.979.4543
Cell: 306.881.8602

#16-1945 McKercher Dr.
Saskatoon, SK  S7J 4M4

Systems Ltd.

 

Bookkeeping, 
Charity Returns, 

GST Filing, 
FRAME ReportsACCOUNTING SERVICES

Specializing in parishes and parishes with schools.
Mira Salter ~ mira@emeraldtree.ca



16 Prairie Messenger FEATURE November 23, 2016

Making space for the brokenness to be made whole

Healing has been on my mind
with almost every step for the last
month. I broke the second toe on
my left foot while water sliding
with my kids. The slide was faster
than I expected, and rounding the
last corner, I was desperately try-
ing to figure out how to avoid
dunking the two-year-old in my
arms. I did not succeed. Her head
went under as my foot collided
with the bottom of the pool. 

It nearly returned to its normal
size when, two weeks later, I
broke it again. I was trying to keep
that same toddler from running
onto the street behind the dog
leash she insisted on holding, I
forgot about the space and rest my
toe needed when my daughter and
puppy needed me more. With the
last step, I heard the little bone
snap. And only after I heard it did
I feel the pain. 

The limp looked more like I’d
been hit by a moving vehicle after
the second break. People noticed.
I was moved to the express lineup
in the airport the next morning,
and people kept offering to carry
my bags, and waiting for me so
they could hold the door. It was
beautiful and embarrassing at the
same time. 

This month of careful walking
has brought on a lot of thought
about the space and time we need

for healing. Our world rushes past
us, drawing us into the false belief
that we do not have time to wait or
space for woundedness. But our
wounds eventually demand the
time and space they require. And
when we do not give them that
space, we risk breaking the wound
open again, and sometimes worse
than before.

The spiritual and emotional
pain of our lives is every bit as
real as the physical. Unfortu -
nately, these hurts are often invis-
ible, so others cannot notice and
offer help. The wounds of the
heart and soul are carried in
silence and in secret: grief and
loss, trauma and addictions, lone-
liness and fear.

As a part of a retreat I led in the
last several days, I was praying
with children, teaching them to
meditate with the story of Jesus’
birth. And while we prayed
together, two things filled my
heart with longing and my eyes
with tears. First, I was over-
whelmed by the miracle of a God
who comes to be with us, and with
me. I do not feel worthy of such a
gift, and too often, I am totally
oblivious to how close God is.
Second, I was all of a sudden
overwhelmed with fear. I am
afraid, I thought, and I have no
idea why.

My life is full — maybe even
busy, though I don’t like the way
we use that word as a measure of
our worth. Our beautiful kids, our
meaningful work, the opportuni-
ties to serve our community. We

gratefully receive and choose all
this abundance. But I need more
time and space for checking in
with myself, for noticing the pain
in my body and my soul. I need
more space for healing.

I had this beautiful day to have
classes of kids come to pray. They
wiggled and squirmed, sang and
shared, and those wonderful little
people filled my soul with space.
It took three hours but that fear
finally made its way to my aware-
ness. It had been eating away at
my confidence, robbing my joy,
and aching in a way that was not
unlike my tender broken toe. The

fear was swollen but I can ignore
it in a way that my bones cannot
take.

That fear surfaced, and there
were parts of it I began to under-
stand and parts that remain a mys-
tery to me. I have been able to cre-
ate some space for it, though. I let
go of my expectation to have it all
figured out. I gave myself permis-
sion to limp a little spiritually,
calling a friend to talk about it,
and asking God to both take my
fear and love me in it. I took a
walk, and felt the pain in my toe
and in my heart instead of trying
to run away from the pain. 

And when I felt the pain and
told someone else about it, a space
emerged where someone else
poured out a bit of their weariness.
The tears in the kitchen that fol-
lowed ate away at some of that fear
in me. I think I heard it crack, but
this time, a tiny crack of healing. 

I want my path to be covered in
sunlight, smooth and easy, totally
unbroken. But my desire and
denial do not make it so. The
shadows are cast by the sun across
a cracked path. There is healing in
this world for my body and my
soul when I make space for the
brokenness to be made whole.

Leah Perrault

Barefoot
and Preaching

Perrault is a wife and mom, a
grateful employee of Emmanuel
Care, and a speaker, writer and con-
sultant at www.leahperrault .com

In some cases, tolerance runs the risk of becoming intolerant

Sometimes a well-intentioned
defence of one group’s rights
becomes an expression of intoler-
ance toward another group. Such
is the case with the Law Society
of British Columbia and Trinity
Western University. TWU is a pri-
vately funded evangelical Chris -
tian university seeking to establish
a faith-based law school.

TWU has faced an uphill battle
since it first submitted a proposal
to the Federation of Law Societies
of Canada. After conducting a

thorough review of the proposal,
the federation granted its approval
for a faculty of law at TWU. How -
ever, the law societies of B.C.,
Ontario and Nova Scotia declined
to accredit future graduates of the
school. There have been court
challenges in each of the three
provinces, with differing results. 

In April 2014, after a rigorous
debate of the issues, the Benchers
of the LSBC approved the school.
A few months later, they reversed
their decision in response to pres-
sure from members of the society.
The matter went before the B.C.
Supreme Court and the Court of
Appeal. Both courts found for
TWU. 

The Appeal Court, in its No -
vem ber 2016 decision, found that
the LSBC resolution not to
approve the proposed law school

at TWU would have a “severe
impact” on the religious freedom
rights of the faith-based commu-
nity. LSBC has said it will appeal
the decision to the Supreme Court
of Canada. 

The cause of all of this litigation
arises from one clause in the uni-
versity’s Community Covenant.
The controversial clause defines
marriage as between a man and a
woman. Critics say the clause is
homophobic and discriminatory. 

The clause may deter students in
same-sex marriages from applying
to the faculty of law. In this sense, it
is discriminatory. However, this
does not mean the TWU communi-
ty is homophobic. In fact, hateful
attitudes, speech and actions against
LGBTQ individuals would violate
the cove nant; the covenant stresses
the innate, God-given dignity, and
worth of every individual. 

The innate dignity of the indi-
vidual is a basic principle of
Christianity and is crucial to the
Christian identity — an identity
that the TWU community takes
seriously.

The evangelical Christian iden-
tity is founded on a personal rela-
tionship with Jesus. Jesus was a
friend to the marginalized, the

rejected, and the despised — in
short, to the “other.” While he
may not have always approved of
an individual’s choices or
lifestyle, he always honoured and
respected the individual. When
members of the TWU community
sign the covenant, they are also
pledging to be more Christ-like
toward those that are “other.” 

TWU’s view of marriage goes
against the grain of contemporary
society. Nevertheless, the TWU
community must be allowed to
uphold its biblical view of mar-
riage. There is nothing inherently
discriminatory or intolerant about
a group that makes a distinction
between sacramental and civic
marriage. 

The Appeal Court noted that
there is no “downstream” effect
flowing from the TWU covenant.
In other words, there is no evi-
dence that TWU graduates are
homophobic. There is nothing to
suggest that TWU would turn out
bigoted lawyers incapable of
upholding the laws of the land. 

In their well-intentioned de -
fence of LGBTQ rights, some
Benchers and members of the soci-
ety described the TWU biblical
view of marriage as “abhorrent,”

“archaic,” and “hypocritical.” This
is strong language. Its intent may
have been to show support for
same-sex marriage and LGBTQ
human rights. Still, it reveals an
intolerant attitude to ward religious
sexual morality in general, and the
TWU community in particular.
This makes the society’s decision
not to approve the proposed facul-
ty of law at TWU seem punitive. 

In our attempts to protect one
group’s rights, we run the risk of
becoming intolerant toward
another. A society serious about
promoting tolerance must allow a
minority group to hold an unpop-
ular view (providing it causes no
harm to the public interest).

In the words of the Appeal
Court, “A society that does not
admit of and accommodate differ-
ences cannot be a free and demo-
cratic society — one in which its
citizens are free to think, to dis-
agree, to debate and to challenge
the accepted view without fear of
reprisal. This case demonstrates
that a well-intentioned majority
acting in the name of tolerance and
liberalism, can, if unchecked,
impose its views on the minority in
a manner that is in itself intolerant
and illiberal.”

Trail, B.C., resident Louise
McEwan is a freelance religion
writer with degrees in English and
Theology. She has a background
in education and faith formation.
Contact her at mcewan.lou@
gmail.com

Design Pics
ThE RUSh OF OUR WORLD — “Our world rushes past us, drawing us into the false belief that we do not
have time to wait or space for woundedness,” writes Leah Perrault. “But our wounds eventually demand the
time and space they require. And when we do not give them that space, we risk breaking the wound open
again, and sometimes worse than before.”

Louise McEwan

Everyday
Theology
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Boredom is not necessarily the fault of the bored

I had a long bout with the flu
recently, and the flu nearly won. I
hadn’t been so sick since I was a
kid. A few times I felt better and
went to work, only to see the
symptoms return, with reinforce-
ments: fever, chills, sore throat,
mysterious sweats, aching mus-
cles, throbbing head, sinus conges-
tion, blurred vision, hacking
cough, and a demented kind of
vertigo that sent the room bounc-
ing around me like a crazed fla-
menco dancer. Food was tasteless.
Sleep was elusive; whenever I
dozed off, I woke myself with a
coughing fit. I coughed until I
gagged. I couldn’t drive, I couldn’t
read, I couldn’t even watch TV.

Against this the only defence
was rest, liquids, and Aspirin to
reduce the pain and take the fever
down. I am unable to take most
over-the-counter flu remedies
because they interact with a med-
ication I am on. Instead I relied on
Buckley’s Cough Mixture, which
is every bit as horrible as their tel-
evision ads promise, and Fisher -
man’s Friend lozenges, which are
so strongly flavoured that they
seemed to take a layer of skin off
my tongue.

For a couple of days I took a
well-known commercial medica-
tion, thinking it wouldn’t do any
harm. My daughters ended up tak-
ing me to the ER because they
thought I was having a stroke. At
the highly efficient Royal Uni ver -
sity Hospital in Saskatoon the
attending physician ordered an
MRI, an ECG, and a chest X-ray.
They made me chew up two
Aspirin tablets. A nurse with pur-
ple hair took blood from one arm
while her colleague inserted an IV
in the other. There was talk of
admitting me for further observa-
tion, but eventually I pulled out
the IV and insisted on going
home. I don’t remember much of
it, but Brigid and Caitlin assure
me that I was intractable.

Now, I know how to be sick.
Rheumatic fever and tonsillitis
took a good two years out of my
childhood, and at the time the
only treatment was penicillin and
bed rest. I spent weeks in the hos-
pital, where I learned to rely on
my own resources. I remember
the pain and the fear, the loneli-
ness, the daily bloodletting, end-
less tests, the long days and the
longer nights. Still, if it was not

enjoyable, it was all strangely new
and mysterious. I learned to ob -
serve myself with a certain de -
tachment. I don’t remember being
bored. I came to believe, over the
years, that if someone was bored
it was his or her own fault.

It’s a common assumption. The
American actor John Barrymore
(1882 - 1942) was bored by long
runs of a play, and was told repeat-
edly by his mother that it was be -
cause he was lacking inner re -
sources. Similarly, the Bohemian-
Austrian writer Rainer Maria Rilke
(1875 - 1926) wrote to a young
poet: “If your daily life seems poor,
do not blame it; blame yourself,
tell yourself that you are not poet
enough to call forth its riches. . . .”
The distinguished theologian Ron
Rolheiser, OMI, made a similar
observation in a recent column in
the Prairie Messenger (Nov. 2,
page 10). “We’re bored,” he wrote,
“because we’re too internally im -
poverished, distracted, or self-cen-
tred to take a genuine interest. . . .”

With respect, I disagree. What
I found intolerable about my
recent illness was not the symp-
toms or the longevity of it —
these I have dealt with before —
but the sheer, crushing boredom
of enforced idleness. If it taught
me anything, it was tolerance.

There are many circumstances
over which we have no control that
can bring forth boredom: chronic
pain, depression, poverty, a crip-
pling handicap, old age, being a
caregiver or sometimes even a par-
ent. You cannot blame someone for
lacking inner re sources when they
have used up those resources in the
necessities of living. The world is

filled with the walking wounded.
To blame them for their wounded-
ness is to assume a position of priv-
ilege and moral superiority. It is to
blame the victim.

The human landscape can be a
bleak place. When we are incapa -
citated by chance or circumstance,
we should look not for blame, but
for grace.

Donald Ward

Around the
Kitchen Table

Why I do not work on Sundays
By Alma Barkman

During the days of my childhood
I remember my father’s tractor sit-
ting idly on the field each Sunday of
summer. It wasn’t because of any
personal belief to “remember the
Sabbath day, to keep it holy” (Gn
20:8). He refrained from working
out of respect for those who did hal-
low it by observing the command-
ment not to work. 

Year by year, however, even the
devout farmers of the community
were drawn to their fields on
Sundays, the threat of rain clouds
apparently justifying their actions.

Eventually my father joined them,
and I distinctly remember the loss
— no leisurely Sunday drives, no
family gatherings under the shady
trees of our big front yard, no
relaxed interaction with friends. Life
had changed from a rhythmic pause
one day in seven to a relentless beat.

Those who choose to march to a
different drum are becoming fewer
and farther between, risking not
only benefits that are intangible,
but their very jobs as well. Sunday
is one of the busiest days at shop-
ping malls. Factories and compa-
nies run 24/7, and employees are
scheduled accordingly, with little
resistance. For busy people, setting
aside one day in seven for rest,
relationships and worship seems
too much of a sacrifice to make.

But is it? Jewish people have
kept the Sabbath for thousands of
years, but perhaps not as much as
the Sabbath has kept them. Chris -
tians adopted Sunday — the day of
resurrection — as their Sabbath,
and Christ affirmed that it was
designed to bless humanity in gen-
eral: “The Sabbath was made for
man, not man for the Sabbath”
(Mk 2:27). It was designed, not as
a rigid obligation, but as a benefit
to body and soul. During recent
decades adherents have wandered
away from those benefits, joining
the secular world in its ever-
increasing search for materialistic
gain. But is it a wise move?

Aristotle spoke of the practical
wisdom of seasoned knowledge
gained by a community of people

through actual life experience.
Such wisdom understands that the
perpetual pounding of a busy life
must be balanced by regular inter-
vals of peace and quiet. Any such
pauses, however, are being largely
ignored, eroded by our efforts to
“save time” by prowling through
shopping malls on Sundays and
catching up on overdue chores.
Allowing ourselves no time for rest
and worship, we become enslaved
to values that leave us spiritually
poorer and physically, mentally
and emotionally exhausted.

Many recognize the symptoms
but find it difficult to break the
tyranny of the times. We want to be
efficient. We want to meet expecta-
tions, or even exceed them. We
want to break away from any re -
strictions our parents imposed. We
dismiss as irrelevant the advice and
example of our creator God, who
himself “rested on the seventh day
. . . and blessed the seventh day and
sanctified it” (Gn 2:2, 3). 

But mostly, we want immedi-
ate payoff, and the result of setting
aside one day in seven does not
result in instant gratification.
Practising the Sabbath requires a
change in our thinking, a long-
term commitment, and drawing
boundaries where none exist.

The results, however, are free-
dom from the relentless pressure
of productivity, a break from the
rat race of materialism and the
soul-satisfying peace of deepen-
ing our relationships with others
and with God.

Barkman is a freelance writer
who lives in Winnipeg. (www.alma
barkman.com)

Janice Weber
hUMAN LANDSCAPE — “There are many circumstances over which
we have no control that can bring forth boredom: chronic pain, depres-
sion, poverty, a crippling handicap, old age, being a caregiver or some-
times even a parent,” writes Don Ward. “You cannot blame someone for
lacking inner resources when they have used up those resources in the
necessities of living.”
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Bible printed as a comic
Five hundred years ago Martin Luther made a break-

through when he translated the Bible into the vernacular.
The Latin Vulgate was no longer the language of the peo-
ple. The invention of the printing press helped popularize
the newly accessible Word of God in German.

While this move was not supported by the Catholic
Church for centuries, it was one of the gifts that Pope
Francis mentioned at his visit to Lund, Sweden, in cer-
emonies to mark the 500th anniversary of Martin
Luther’s efforts to reform the church.

Pope Francis began an ecumenical service by pray-
ing that the Holy Spirit would “help us to rejoice in the
gifts that have come to the church through the
Reformation.” Later, he said one of those gifts was a
greater appreciation of the Bible as God’s word.

The world of Bible translations has made tremen-
dous progress in the past century. Scholars work togeth-
er in ecumenical teams and Christians have access to a
variety of translations. Indeed, this world has greatly
changed in the past 500 years.

As the world moves into the digital age — and per-
haps less of a scholarly era — the Bible is now also avail-
able in a new format. The Kingstone Bible from Florida-
based publisher Kingstone Comics is available in a three-

volume, full-colour hardcover adaptation that recreates
the entire Bible in the form of a graphic novel. A team of
45 comics artists, all with experience at Marvel and DC
Comics, produced the Kingstone Bible illustrations,
according to a Religion News Service story.

This is the first time the complete text of the Bible
has been made available as a graphic work. “It’s an epic
look for an epic book,” said publisher for Kingstone
Comics, Art Ayris.

The 2,400-page, three-book set was launched Nov.
1 with a 60,000-copy first printing. The three-piece set
is priced at $75.

Ayris, pastor at First Baptist Church in Leesburg,
Fla., said the idea came to him while ministering to at-
risk young adults in 2000. “I needed materials to reach
them,” he said. “As everyone who is successful in pub-
lishing knows, you have to find an underserved niche,
and it’s been key for us.”

While Ayris’ approach to this sacred text has been crit-
icized, he has the support of evangelical theologians.
Endorsements have come from Bible societies around the
world, including New Zealand, Australia, and Singapore. 

Gerry Breshears, former president of the Evangelical
Theological Society in Portland, Ore., called the
Kingstone Bible “a powerful new way to get the message
of the Bible into the hands, heads, and hearts of people

who simply do not read books, much less the Bible.”
That’s the challenge Martin Luther faced some

500 years ago. In this ecumenical age, it remains to be
seen how Ayris’ approach will be accepted by today’s
readers. — PWN

New technology reads scrolls
New technology is now able to read ancient scrolls

too fragile to unwrap.
Computer scientists at the University of Kentucky

used a computer to unfurl a digital image of a charred
ancient scroll discovered half a century ago.

The lump of carbonized parchment could not be
opened or read. Its curators in Jerusalem conserved it,
hoping that technology might one day emerge to make
the scroll legible.

The writing retrieved by the computer from the digital
image of the unopened scroll is amazingly clear and legi-
ble. “Never in our wildest dreams did we think anything
would come of it,” said Pnina Shor, head of the Dead Sea
Scrolls Project at the Israel Antiquities Authority.

Dr. W. Brent Seales developed the software pro-
gram to read the text inside an ancient scroll. It’s some-
thing Luther could never have dreamed of. — PWN

Our society is desperately trying to talk about transgender issues

A few months ago, I decided that
transgender issues would be a fit-
ting subject for a Prairie Messenger
column. I opened a new document,
titled it “transgender,” and left it
blank for almost a year. After all
that time, my deep deliberations
have left with one simple thought:
Transgender issues are difficult to
discuss because gender itself is a
remarkably complex thing.

And therein lies the knot that I
experience whenever I try to enter

a transgender-related discussion.
Our society is trying desperately
to have a conversation about a
complex topic, but we have not
yet figured out its component
parts. How can we make firm
statements about transgender
issues when we can barely talk
about what it means to live togeth-
er as men and women?

I believe the only way to uncov-
er more about gender is to share
our own stories, so I hope that by
sharing how I embraced my wom-
anhood (for lack of a better
phrase), my attempts to understand
transgender issues will become
clearer. I am a straight woman who
was born female. On the surface
that makes me average as average

can be, but that does not mean that
I (like most of us) did not have to
go through my own journey on the
path to womanhood.

I have five older brothers and
no sisters, so throughout my
childhood I frequently heard that I
was special or different. Despite
this, I tried my best to fit in with
my brothers; however, my tomboy
tendencies became a bit of a prob-
lem around puberty. 

At this point, boys didn’t seem
comfortable around me anymore,
but I didn’t feel comfortable
around other girls because we had
very little in common. I took far

too many of my brothers’ juvenile
comments about girls to heart, and
developed an edge against any-
thing I perceived as “girly,” such
as boy bands, dresses, makeup,
and anything Leonardo DiCaprio
related. If you had asked me at
this time if I wanted to be a boy, I
definitely would have said yes.

It took me years to figure out
how to accept and express my
womanhood. I believe I only got
as far as I have because I some-
how managed to look beyond the
stereotypes that I had seen as a
child by getting to know the real
women and men around me. 

I saw my mother, who is strong
and practical, and my father, who
is gentle and patient. I formed
relationships with women who
were confident and unapologetic
for both their traditionally femi-
nine characteristics and their tra-
ditionally unfeminine characteris-
tics. I wanted to explore this fur-
ther, and my gender has become a
well of inspiration to which I have
been able to return throughout my
adulthood.

I am not sharing my story to
suggest that all transgendered 
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Deutscher holds an MA in
Public Ethics from St. Paul
University in Ottawa. She recently
attained a PhD in public policy at
the University of Saskatchewan.

Mary Deutscher

Building a
Culture of Life

Manitoba needs to invest in its children
By Nathan C. Nickel
and Michael Moffatt, Winnipeg

To thrive economically, Mani -
toba needs young people. And
troublesome provincial trends must
be addressed if we are to make the
most of those young people.

The province’s relatively high
birthrate — around 1.93 for every

1,000 women — combined with
favourable immigration trends
means that Manitoba’s population
will continue to grow.

However, if the success of a
province depends on how well it
prevents infant deaths, then statis-
tics also tell us that we may be
failing our children. For decades,
Manitoba has had the highest
provincial infant mortality rate in
Canada — 5.9 for every 1,000 live
births in Manitoba versus 4.8 for
every 1,000 live births, nationally.

Infant mortality is often viewed
as a marker of a society’s develop-
ment and Manitoba consistently
falls to the bottom.

A report by the Manitoba
Centre for Health Policy high-
lights that the province also has
one of the highest rates of children
being taken into care in the world.
This alarming statistic should sig-
nal to all policy-makers and politi-
cians that something different
needs to be done.

Poverty, limited education, his-
torical trauma and colonization —
to name just a few factors — can

be linked to Manitoba’s high rates
of infant mortality and kids in
care. And it all puts children at
risk for other negative health and
social outcomes. Clearly this is
morally unacceptable.

But what’s less often discussed
is that failing the province’s chil-
dren also puts Manitoba in eco-
nomic jeopardy. Unless some-
thing is done to turn around the
troublesome rates of infant mor-
tality and the disturbing number
of children taken into care each
year, Manitoba will lag in eco-
nomic productivity.

Fortunately, Manitoba is also
producing some of the richest evi-
dence on what could turn things
around.

A study recently published in
Pediatrics found that the province’s
Healthy Baby Program, which
gives low-income mothers an in -
come supplement of $81 per month
— with no strings attached — is
associated with several improved
birth outcomes. This modest eco-
nomic boost resulted in fewer low
birth weight and premature births
— both of which put infants at risk
for dying before their first birthday.

Another study found that the
province’s Families First Home
Visiting Program — which offers
support to families with children
from pregnancy to school entry, at
no cost to families — is associat-
ed with reductions in the number 
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Nickel is an expert with
EvidenceNetwork.ca and a re -
search scientist at the Manitoba
Centre for Health Policy. Moffatt
is a paediatrician and a professor
in Community Health Sciences
and Paediatrics, and Child Health
at the University of Manitoba.
www.troymedia.com.

CNS/Ross Setford, EPA
NEW ZEALAND EARThQUAKE — Groceries litter an aisle at a supermarket in Wellington, New
Zealand, Nov. 14 after a strong earthquake shook the area.
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Keeping Christ in Christmas is a huge, and broad, commitment
The Editor: Supreme Knight

Carl Anderson and some U.S.
bishops said that only a woman’s
access to abortion was to be con-
sidered by Catholics in this elec-
tion cycle. In light of that, I sug-
gest we need to ponder what
“Keeping Christ in Christmas”
means for how we treat God’s cre-
ation going forward.  

Too many Knights, bishops
and other influential Catholics
allowed themselves to be swayed
by such cherry picking of our
church’s teachings.  

For too long they enabled the
false framing of “pro-life” to mean
only “anti-choice” legislation.

Do these people not know our
church teachings?  

To be “pro-life” is to promote a
sustainable, continuous life-with-
dignity ethic for the full continu-
um.

Well-documented are the huge
investments made over the last
few decades into cultivating abor-
tion, euthanasia, gay marriage and
environmental devastation as emo-
tional “wedges” to manipulate
well-intentioned people. Given
this, why has church leadership,
both lay and ordained, not coun-
tered with our need to understand
the inter-relatedness of the issues
resulting in so much of God’s cre-
ation being denied life?   

These concepts did not origi-
nate with Pope Francis.  

What “church utterances” in
this campaign — or ours or Brexit
— called us to integrity, respect,
truth-telling and the reality that
what we do to the least of God’s
creation we do unto ourselves and
the Christ?    

For me, Trump is the tip of an
iceberg indicating the presence of

a huge culture of death beneath
the surface. 

Many Catholic leaders promot-
ed this culture of death through a
too-narrow definition of what
constitutes “pro-life.”  

Like the Brexiters, the
Trumpites listened to the disen-
chantment of millions trampled by
an unsustainable mode of devel-
opment benefitting few at the
expense of the common good.  

They then diverted attention
from this culture of death with a
toxic brew of hate, anger, fear and
a lot of scape-goating. 

If we “as church” are to be a
beacon enabling a variety of
authentic cultures of life to rise
from this chaos we need a deep
birthing anew of what it means to
“keep Christ in Christmas.” —
Yvonne Zarowny Qualicum
Beach, B.C.
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The pope and the new cardi-
nals first went to the atrium of St.
Peter’s Basilica and gave thanks
for “the gifts of grace received”
during the Holy Year. Pope
Francis then went to the threshold
of the Holy Door and pulled each
side shut. The door will be sealed
until the next Holy Year, which is
likely to be 2025.

In his homily, Pope Francis
said that even if the Holy Door is
closed, “the true door of mercy,
which is the heart of Christ,
always remains open wide for
us.”

The power of Christ the King,
he said, “is not power as defined
by this world, but the love of God,
a love capable of encountering
and healing all things.”

Like the “good thief” who
turned to Jesus on the cross and
was assured a place in heaven,

anyone who turns to God with
trust can be forgiven, the pope
said. “He is ready to completely
and forever cancel our sin, be -
cause his memory — unlike our
own — does not record evil that
has been done or keep score of
injustices experienced.”

Loving like Christ loves us, he
said, means constantly seeking the
grace to forgive others, forget the
offences committed and be instru-
ments of reconciliation in the
world.

Following Christ the King also
means accepting “the scandal of
his humble love,” which can be
difficult because it “unsettles and
disturbs us.”

Christ’s love, the love Chris -
tians are called to imitate, is con-
crete and tangible and is not con-
cerned with personal comfort,
power and superiority.

At the end of the mass, Pope
Francis signed his new apostolic

letter, Misericordia et Misera,
(Mercy and Misery), which a
papal aide announced was written
to affirm that the commitment to
sharing the merciful love of God
continues because it is “the heart
of the Gospel.”

The pope gave the letter, which
was made public Nov. 21, to a
group of people representing dif-
ferent sectors of the church:
Manila Cardinal Luis Antonio
Tagle, president of Caritas Inter -
nationalis; Scottish Archbishop
Leo Cushley of St. Andrews and
Edinburgh, on behalf of diocesan
bishops; two priests who were
“missionaries of mercy” for the
Holy Year; a permanent deacon;
two religious women; an extended
family; an engaged couple; two
women catechists; a person with
disabilities; and a person who is
ill.

Pope closes Holy Door at St. Peter’s
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people are just tomboys waiting to
become beautiful butterflies. But I
do wonder what would have hap-
pened if I had been around a dif-
ferent set of adults when I was
grappling with my own gender
identity. I worry that with our
focus on body modification and
stereotypical views of men and
women we are making it difficult
to have discussions about what it
means to discover one’s true self

and be comfortable in one’s own
body.

This brings me back to my ini-
tial frustration with the way our
society has approached our discus-
sion of transgender issues: We
have skipped a very important
conversation about what it means
to be a man or a woman and, more
importantly, what it means to be a
child of God. Whether or not we
individually support transgender
rights, I think this observation is
important because the lack of
understanding around gender and
the inherent value of persons is
undercutting our conversation
about transgender issues.

I want to make a point of not-
ing that I have not weighed in on
specific transgender-related de -
bates here. My thoughts on trans-
gender issues are a work in
progress, and it was hard enough
to get these few thoughts out,
especially with the considerable
fear of being misunderstood that
comes anytime someone puts a
pen to paper.

Gender is one of those topics
where a firm statement generally
signals to me that the speaker is
misguided. The masculine and the
feminine will remain one of the
great mysteries of life, to be
explored by all human beings for
generations to come. 

I hope my experience has con-
tributed something to our shared
quest for understanding, and that I
did not waste an evening writing
this when I could have been
watching baseball instead.

Gender identity evolves

Continued from page 18

of children taken into care and
hospitalized for injury due to mal-
treatment, and in improved overall
health.

Both programs provide a
glimpse of what is possible. But
we can and must do better. These
programs don’t reach all pregnant
women and families in need in the
province. They must be expanded
to reach everyone in need.

Also, while these programs do
much to support families living on
the margins, they don’t address all
of the numerous and complex chal-
lenges — like poverty, historical
trauma and colonization — these
families face. The new provincial
and federal governments need to
work together to implement pro-
grams that address such challenges.
And they must enact the Calls to
Action outlined in the Truth and

Reconciliation Report.
We must ensure that all chil-

dren have equal opportunity to
healthy and successful lives.

We have the chance to make
real changes to support children’s
health. The provincial government
can leave a lasting legacy by sig-
nificantly reducing infant mortali-
ty to at least the Canadian average
and drastically reducing the num-
ber of children taken into care.

By providing families with the
right support, Manitoba can be -
come a leader in child health out-
comes.

It’s time Manitoba provided the
supports that struggling families
need to care for their children. The
result would be a healthier work-
force better able to compete in a
global market.

The evidence shows how we can
make a real difference — we just
need to put that evidence to work.

Programs should be expanded

M. Weber

A Trilogy Prayer
- in Haiku -

Nature is but a
Mirror, reflecting the face
Of a smiling God.

The world is the dark
Side of a mirror, waiting
To absorb the Light.

Great and wondrous God,
Fill us with Your Light, so we
Can enjoy Your Smile.
By Jeanette Martino Land 
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Pope calls new cardinals to be agents of unity
By Cindy Wooden

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
The Catholic Church’s 17 new
cardinals must dedicate their lives
to being ministers of forgiveness
and reconciliation in a world —
and sometimes a church — often
marked by hostility and division,
Pope Francis said.

Even Catholics are not immune
from “the virus of polarization
and animosity,” the pope told the
new cardinals, and “we need to
take care lest such attitudes find a
place in our hearts.”

Creating 17 new cardinals
from 14 nations Nov. 19, the pope
said the College of Cardinals —
and the Catholic Church itself —
must be a sign for the world that
differences of nationality, skin
colour, language and social class
do not make people enemies, but
brothers and sisters with different
gifts to offer.

Only 16 of the new cardinals
were present for the ceremony.
The Vatican said 87-year-old
Cardinal Sebastian Koto Khoarai,
the retired bishop of Mohale’s
Hoek, Lesotho, was created a car-

dinal although he was unable to
travel to Rome.

After reciting the Creed and
taking an oath of fidelity to Pope
Francis and his successors, each
cardinal went up to Pope Francis
and knelt before him. The pope
gave them each a cardinal’s ring, a
three-cornered red hat and a scroll
attesting to their appointment as
cardinals and containing their “tit-
ular church” in Rome. The assign-
ment of a church is a sign they
now are members of the clergy of
the pope’s diocese.

After the consistory, Pope
Francis and the new cardinals
hopped in vans for a short ride to
visit retired Pope Benedict XVI in
the Mater Ecclesiae Monastery, his
residence in the Vatican gardens.
The retired pope greeted each car-
dinal, thanked them for stopping
by and assured them, “My prayers
will accompany you always.”

Cardinal Mario Zenari, the
pope’s ambassador to Syria, spoke
on behalf of the new cardinals,
promising Pope Francis that they
and the entire church would con-
tinue to be envoys of God’s
mercy, bending down to help

those “left half dead on the side of
the road, wounded in body and
spirit.”

The Gospel reading at the con-
sistory was St. Luke’s version of
Jesus’ discourse to his disciples:
“Love your enemies, do good to
those who hate you, bless those
who curse you, pray for those who
mistreat you.”

“They are four things we can
easily do for our friends and for
those more or less close to us,
people we like, people whose
tastes and habits are similar to our
own,” Pope Francis said. But
Jesus, not mincing his words, calls
his followers to more.

“With people we consider our
opponents or enemies,” the pope
said, “our first instinctive reaction
. . . is to dismiss, discredit or curse
them. Often we try to ‘demonize’
them, so as to have a ‘sacred’ jus-
tification for dismissing them.”

In God, he said, there are no
enemies. There are only brothers
and sisters to love.

All people are embraced by
God’s love, he said. “We are the
ones who raise walls, build barri-
ers and label people.”

Just as God loves and forgives
the pope and the cardinals for
their sinfulness, he said, so they
must love and forgive others,
undergoing “the conversion of our
pitiful hearts that tend to judge,
divide, oppose and condemn.”

Looking around the modern
world, Pope Francis said, “we live
at a time in which polarization and
exclusion are burgeoning.”

“We see, for example, how
quickly those among us with the
status of a stranger, an immigrant

or a refugee” are seen as threats,
he said. They are presumed to be
an enemy because they come from
a different country, “because of
the colour of their skin, their lan-
guage or their social class. An
enemy because they think differ-
ently or even have a different
faith.”

At the end of the consistory,
the College of Cardinals had 228
members, 121 of whom are under
the age of 80 and eligible to vote
in a conclave to elect a pope.

Failed marriages healed
by prayer and study: pope
By Cindy Wooden

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Discerning the best way to help a
couple whose marriage has failed
is not easy, Pope Francis told a
group of bishops, but he said he
was certain that with study and
prayer they would find ways to
help the people entrusted to their
care.

As some very public debates
swirled in mid-November about
the pastoral possibilities Pope
Francis opened to bishops and
priests for helping divorced and
civilly remarried Catholics, he vis-
ited the offices of the Roman Rota,
a marriage tribunal, but did not
issue clear, blanket instructions.

The pope made his visit Nov. 18
to speak with bishops who were at
the Roman Rota for a course on
implementing the rules Pope
Francis published in Sep tember
2015 to reform the process for ver-
ifying the validity of a marriage.

Pope Francis told the bishops
that “any impediment of a mun-
dane character” — specifically
cost or staffing — that makes it
difficult for couples to get a time-
ly judgment on the validity of their
marriage must be eliminated. 

Canon law, the pope said, is at
the service of the salvation of
souls and fulfils that service by
promoting a “healthy relationship
between justice and charity.”

After all, he said, the entire
Code of Canon Law ends with the
words, “The salvation of souls,
which must always be the su preme
law in the church, is to be kept

before one’s eyes.”
To evangelize and help save a

person, the pope said, the church
must know what they are experi-
encing. 

“The church of the Incarnate
Word incarnates itself in the sad
and painful events of the people, it
bends down to the poor and those
who are far from the church com-
munity or who think they are out-
side it” because their marriage has
failed, he said.

The divorced — whether or not
they remarry — “are and remain
incorporated into Christ by virtue
of their baptism,” the pope said.
By their ordination, the bishops
have been charged by Christ and
the church with the responsibility
of tending to those people.

“We are called not to exclude
them from our pastoral concern,
but to dedicate ourselves to them
and their irregular and difficult sit-
uation with all concern and chari-
ty,” he said.

The pope quoted from the First
Letter of Peter, “Tend the flock of
God in your midst, overseeing not
by constraint but willingly, as God
would have it, not for shameful
profit but eagerly. Do not lord it
over those assigned to you, but be
examples to the flock.”

Questions about exactly how to
help different couples in different
situations are not easy to answer,
the pope said. Bishops must “seek
responses in the word of God and
in the truth of the faith,” guided
always by a recognition that the
salvation of souls is always the
“supreme good.”

By Cindy Wooden

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Acknowledging and sharing God’s
mercy is a permanent part of the
Christian life, so initiatives under-
taken during the special Year of
Mercy must continue, Pope
Francis said.

“Mercy cannot become a mere
parenthesis in the life of the
church,” the pope wrote in an apos-
tolic letter, Misericordia et Misera,
(Mercy and Misery), which he
signed Nov. 20 at the end of the
Year of Mercy. The Vatican re -
leased the text the next day.

The Catholic Church’s focus

on God’s mercy must continue
with individual acts of kindness,
assistance to the poor and, partic-
ularly, with encouraging Catholics
to participate in the sacrament of
reconciliation and making it easi-
er for them to do so, the pope
wrote.

In his letter, Pope Francis said
he formally was giving all priests
permanent permission to grant ab -
solution to those who confess to
having procured an abortion.
While many bishops around the
world, and almost all bishops in
Canada and the United States, rou-
tinely grant that faculty to all their
priests, Pope Francis had made it

universal during the Holy Year.
According to canon law, pro -

curing an abortion brings auto-
matic excommunication to those
who know of the penalty, but pro-
cure the abortion anyway. Without
formal permission, priests had
been required to refer the case to
their bishops before the excom-
munication could be lifted and
sacramental absolution could be
granted to a woman who had an
abortion or those directly involved
in the procedure.

“I wish to restate as firmly as I
can that abortion is a grave sin,
since it puts an end to an innocent
life,” the pope wrote. “In the same
way, however, I can and must
state that there is no sin that God’s
mercy cannot reach and wipe
away when it finds a repentant
heart seeking to be reconciled
with the Father.”

Speaking to reporters during a
Vatican news conference Nov. 21,
Archbishop Rino Fisichella said
procuring an abortion still results
in automatic excommunication
the very moment the procedure is
carried out. 

Sacramental absolution, there-
fore, is not just forgiving the sin of
abortion, but also means “the
excommunication is removed,” he
said.

Now that all priests have been
given the faculty to lift the excom-
munication and grant absolution,
the Code of Canon Law will have
to be updated, said the archbishop,
who is president of the Pontifical
Council for Promoting New Evan -
gelization, the office that organ-
ized events for the Year of Mercy.

The pope also formally extend-
ed the provision he made during
the Year of Mercy of recognizing
as valid the sacramental absolu-
tion received by “those faithful
who, for various reasons, attend
churches officiated by the priests
of the Priestly Fraternity of St.
Pius X,” the traditionalist society
founded by the late Archbishop
Marcel Lefebvre.

Pope extends Year of Mercy provisions

You cannot hang out with negative people and
expect to live a positive life.

— Anonymous

CNS/L’Osservatore Romano
NEW CARDINALS VISIT POPE EMERITUS — Pope Francis
embraces Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI during a visit with new cardinals
at the retired pope’s residence after a consistory at the Vatican Nov. 19.
Pope Francis created 17 new cardinals at the consistory.

CNS/Paul Haring
POPE SIGNS APOSTOLIC LETTER— Pope Francis signs an apostolic
letter, Misericordia et Misera, (Mercy and Misery) after celebrating the
closing mass of the jubilee Year of Mercy in St. Peter’s Square at the
Vatican Nov. 20. In the letter the pope called for several special initiatives
begun during the Year of Mercy to continue on a permanent basis.


