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Abbot John Eudes Bamberger (left) of the Abbey of the Genesee, a Trappist monastery in New
York, speaks with Abbot Jerome Weber prior to addressing the community. Abbot John visited
St. Peter's as main speaker at the formation directors workshop.



Members of the Episcopal Commission for the Liturgy are, from left, Msgr. Regis Halloran,
Abbot Jerome Weber, Bishop James Mahoney, Bishop James Doyle and Msgr. Pat Byrne.

Abbot Jerome's activities

I attended the Episcopal Commission for
the Liturgy, Jan. 23 - 5. This time I did not have
to travel, since the members of the Commis
sion: Bishop Doyle of Peterborough, Bishop
Mahoney of Saskatoon (Cardinal Flahiff was
not able to come), Msgr. Regis Halloran, the
director of the national office, and Msgr. P.
Byrne, editor of the national bulletin on the
Liturgy, both of Ottawa, all came to St. Peter's.

St. Thomas More College of Saskatoon
began the celebration of the golden jubilee as
a College, and Newman Club its 60th anniver
sary on the campus, with the presentation of a
play - admirably done - on St. Thomas More:
"A Man for all Seasons." Next day, Sunday,
Feb. 2, a Mass was celebrated in the College
Chapel to honor the memory of this martyr for
his faith. Bishop Mahoney was the principal
concelebrant and Fr. U. Pare, the Basilian
general, was the homilist. I attended on both
occasions.

The WCC had its annual meeting at Grey
Nuns' Centre in Edmonton, Feb. 21 - 23. The
Saskatchewan Bishops used this occasion to
meet and discuss some common concerns.

The next three days, Feb. 24 - 26 saw me
at Providence Centre, also in Edmonton, to at
tend the meeting of the CRC-W. During this
meeting a panel of youth from Saskatchewan
and Alberta spoke of their needs in the Church
and what they hope to be able to contribute to
the Church of Western Canada.

I offered Holy Mass at the beginning of the
Diocesan CWL Mini-Convention at St. Augus
tine's Church, Humboldt, on Mar. 4.

The Provincial Convention of Youth was
held in Prince Albert Mar. 7 - 9. I was at the
closing concelebrated Mass on Sunday after
noon during which Bishop Morand of Prince
Albert gave the homily. All the participants felt
that it was a very good convention.
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Father Daniel Muyres levels the ground behind the abbey with the new levelling machine built
this winter in the abbey farm shop.

Alum Reunion set for August 2-4

The monks look forward to seeing about 500
Alums with their spouses and families.
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Monday, August 4
9:30 a.m. Breakfast followed by infor-

mal visiting

Slowpitch tournament, and
other sports, or informal
gatherings or sightseeing.
Supper and beergarden
Bonfire and song

6:00 p.m,
9:00 p.m.

4:00 p.m.

2:00 p.m.

5:30 p,m,
7:30 p.m.
9:30 p.m.

Sunday, August 3
1:00 p.m, Official registration of Alums.

Informal visiting, reminiscing
and touring.
Eucharistic celebration.
Alums plus their families in
Gym
Barbecue supper
Program in the gymnasium
Visiting and singing around a
bonfire or socializing indoors
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The program for the weekend is as follows:
Saturday, August 2
1:00 p.m. Registration for those wishing

to visit this day.

A major Reunion of all former St. Peter's
College students is planned for the weekend of
August 2 - 4. Father Maurice Weber, principal
of St. Peter's College, is hoping that as many
as possible of our former students will be able
to attend and renew old acquaintances, remi
nisce, and explore the many changes that have
taken place at St. Pete's over the years.



Abbey chronicle
Father Sylvestor Vredegoor returned from

Maceio, Brazil on Feb. 4 to visit his mother who
became very ill following a heart attack.
Father Sylvester had been home a year ago to
attend his father's funeral, Dec. 17, 1985.

Postulants David Ward and Dennis Doyle
participated in an enneagram workshop at
Saskatoon, Feb. 7 - 9.

A series of community discussions, led by
the Church Planning Committee, on the prin
ciples of church art, liturgy and architecture
was held Feb. 6, March 6and April 10.Another
meeting is scheduled for June 18.

A pre-Ienten social was held for the com
munity the evening of Feb. 9.

Father Werner Renneberg attended a
board meeting of the Saskatchewan Catholic
Health Services Conference at Moose Jaw, Feb.
11.

Postulant Richard Meidl went to Regina
John Paul II Centre for an enneagram work
shop on Feb. 21 - 23.

The Wynyard Parish Council invited
Father Damian Yaskowich to be present at a
meeting on Feb. 20at which they discussed the
possibility of installing a stained glass window
in their church. The council is interested in hav
ing Father Damian design the window.

Father Peter Novocosky and Sylvester
Vredegoor, Brother Basil Schaan and guest

Bishop Mathias Schmidt, OSB, from Brazil (centre), points out his diocese to the community
when he visited the abbey Oil his way to speak at the abbacy social justice workshop at Bruno,
Feb. 11.
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Father Sylvester Vredegoor spoke to the community and showed slides on Brazil on Easter
Sunday. With him is Father Lawrence DeMong who is currently on a trip with him to South
America. Father Lawrence will visit our mission team in Maceio.

Terry Krawchuk joined Brother Gerald Moran
at his mother's funeral at St. Basil Church,
Plato on March 8.

Fathers Leo Hinz and Daniel Muyres con
ducted the spring Marriage Preparation Course
for the abbacy, March 9, 16 and 23.

St. Benedict Day, March 21 was marked
with a festive supper to which all pastors were
invited. The annual student variety night was
staged that evening.

Brother Francis Fortney and Father Peter
Novocosky attended the funeral of Elizabeth
Wolfe at St. Paul's Cathedral, Saskatoon on
March 26.Mrs. Wolfe is the mother of Benedic
tine oblate Eric Wolfe.

Father Sylvester Vredegoor spoke to the
community and showed slides from Brazil on
March 30.

Father Lawrence DeMong and Brother
Francis Fortney joined Father Sylvester

Vredegoor at his mother's funeral at St.
Catherine's Church, Picture Butte, Alta. on
April 8.

University classes at St. Peter's College
ended April 9. The final examinations are
scheduled April 12 - 25.

Postulant Dennis Doyle decided to discon
tinue the postulancy program April 18.

Community retreat

Our annual community retreat is
scheduled from Monday, May 26- Friday,
May 30.

The retreat will be conducted by Ab
bot Bonaventure Zerr, OSB of Mt. Angel
Abbey, Mt. Angel, Oregon.
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Visiting students watch one of our students on the computer at the annual college open house
day, March 7.

The guestmaster's report

The pace of activities in the guest wing has a retreat. The national Episcopal Liturgy Com
picked up with the approach of spring. Helen mission, of which Abbot Jerome is a member,
Britz and Pat Weber, who keep the quarters in also met here in January.
excellent shape, have sometimes had to pre- The month of February began with a mar
pare for three different groups in one week. riage encounter weekend for four couples.
With some larger groups booking in for a whole Several couples couldn't make it at this time,
week, the kitchen staff has also been kept busy so a second weekend was held in April.
serving well-appreciated meals. Seminarians from Emmanuel-St. Chad, Saska-

The first weekend visitors this January toon, came for a retreat the second weekend of
were the world-famous Flying Fathers from February. The retreat was conducted by Angli
Ontario. They stayed here overnight Jan. 12 can Bishop Henry Hill, an oblate of the Benedic
while playing a charity hockey game for St. tine Community of Montreal. One of our largest
Elizabeth's Hospital in Humboldt. They no regular groups came in mid-February, name
sooner departed than our faithful clean-up team ly, Serena. There were over 80people here for
had the rooms ready for 30 social workers some of the sessions and meals.
working in the Child Protection branch, who There was a good turnout again for en
came for a week-long workshop. The next gaged encounter the first weekend of March.
weekend saw a good turnout of students from Every room available was utilized and extra
St. Thomas More College, Saskatoon, here for matresses were thrown on the floor to enable
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the more than 20 couples to be accommodated.
A group of elders from Grovner Park United
Church used our facilities the next weekend.
Three groups were here the next week: a
retreat for the Saskatchewan Interfaith
Pastoral Care Association, a workshop on wife
battering sponsored by the Carlton Trail Com
munity College, and the Benedictine oblates
who came to share the day with the communi
ty on March 15. (The diocesan youth commit
tee had a workshop in the gym the same day,
followed by a Solidarity Day Mass on March 16,
in the gym.)

At the beginning of March the first of three
native groups arrived. They will be having
week-long sessions each month until June. The
first group, Band Welfare Administrators,
came the week of March 2 and again April 13.
The other two groups had their first sessions in
April: Social Administrators and Band Admin
istrators. The groups range in size from 17 to
30 participants. The last of the spring sessions
for social service workers was also held the
week of March 17. The weekend prior to Holy

Week we hosted the RCIA group from Holy
Spirit Parish, Saskatoon, for a day's retreat.
Several visitors came to spend a few days of
quiet with us during Holy Week.

The first week of April St. Peter's hosted
the Formation Directors Workshop for Bene
dictine Abbeys in North America. There was
a good turnout, with 29monks registered for the
workshop. It was the first visit to St. Peter's for
most of the monks and they were given tours
of the abbey, one of the local towns (Annaheim,
where they enjoyed the hospitality of Father
Harvey and Celine Wolsfeld! ), and of the
Western Development Museum in Saskatoon.
All the monks pitched in to make the visitors
feel welcome and the effort was much ap
preciated by the visitors. The Muenster Knights
of Colwnbus hosted an initiation ceremony here
April 13. They initiated what must be one of
their oldest newcomers - Father Norbert! Also
here during April was the Anglican provincial
Primate's Fund group, which is their devel
opment and peace organization.

=.
The postulants painted both stairwells in the abbey this spring.
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Monks who attended the formation directors workshop here in early April.

Formation directors' workshop
The annual formation directors' workshop

was held at st. Peter's Abbey, April 1 - 5. 28
Benedictine formation directors from 25 mon
asteries attended. Representatives came from
across the United States, one from The Ba
hamas, and one from Abbaye Saint-Benoit-du
La, Quebec.

The participants enjoyed a rather open
schedule, with plenty of opportunities to ex
perience Saskatchewan hospitality. Various ac
tivities and trips were included. The visitors
toured the farm, the press, the college, the
cathedral, local industries, and took a bus tour
to Saskatoon.

Formal talks highlighted the workshop.
The opening address, given by Father Lau

rence Krieghauser, OSB, who teaches novices
at St. Louis Priory, was called The Role of
Observance in Growth in Holiness. He outlined
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the external observances St. Benedict thought
important, and the effect these external observ
ances have on forming the inner person.

The highlight of the workshop was the pres
entations by the guest speaker, Abbot John
Eudes Bamberger, from the Abbey of the Gen
esee, a Trappist monastery located in the state
of New York. Abbot John, a psychiatrist, spoke
on Human Development and its Bearing on
Novitiate Formation. He gave a historical over
view of the various theories of psychological
development, beginning with that of Sigmund
Freud. He pointed out the good and bad points
of each psychologist's approach, focusing
mainly on the developmental psychologists.
Freud's system of psychological development,
for example, concentrated mainly on childhood
while others dealt with later age periods.

Key to a discussion on human development



is the work of the psychologist Erik H. Erikson,
who described eight states of development from
infancy to old age. Bamberger pointed out that
there is an optimum time in a person's life for
each of these stages in their development.
When an individual does not progress through
one or some of these stages at the appropriate
time, problems often occur. Formation direc
tors must take these problems into account if
such individuals enter the novitiate.

Last years' workshop was held at Mt.
Angel Abbey, Oregon, April 9 - 15.Next year it
will be held at Glastonbury Abbey in Massa
chusetts.

Special thanks to Zita Maier, OSU.

The Easter candle made by Brother Michael
McAllister and decorated by Father Damian'
Yaskowich.

Recent illnesses

Besides the usual bouts of flu and colds, this
winter saw many confreres spend some time
in the hospital.

Father Norbert Schwinghammer was ad
mitted to hospital Dec. 28 with a chest condi
tion. He remained there until Jan. 3.

Father Martin Brodner spent one day in in
tensive care in the hospital at the end of
December to have a palpitating heart regulat
ed. The doctor cautioned him to "take it easy."

Brother Oswald King was admitted to hos
pital Jan. 2 to clear up an infection.

Brother David Gauthier landed in the
hospital with a bad case of quinsy, Jan. 15.

Father Edward Benning was admitted to
the hospital in Cudworth with a serious case of
the flu, Jan. 15.This was the beginning of a long
stay in the hospital and a transfer to Saskatoon
where he is undergoing therapy following a
cerebral stroke. The stroke caused paralysis of
his right side and some impairment of speech.
Through therapy, he is regaining some feeling
in his right side and his speech is slowly im
proving. On Apr. 19he was transferred back to
Cudworth hospital where he will continue
therapy.

Father Rudolph has been spending the past
few months at the Victoria Stress and Pain Cen
tre, Victoria, B.C. It is hoped that this ex
perience will help ease his constant pain and
allow him to cope better with it. His treatment
should end May 12.He was able to be home over
the Easter season, Mar. 23 - Apr. 8.

Brother Francis Fortney also spent a week
in the hospital clearing up a recurring
asthmatic-respiratory condition, and Novice
Nicodemus van Amelsvoort was hospitalized
due to a recurrance of lung infection.

Address

Father Sylvester Vredegoor, OSB
Father Bernard Stauber, OSB
C. P. 161
Maceio, Alagoas
57,000 Brazil
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From left, Father Albert Ruetz, Theresa Varga, Ursula Fogen and Leo Collin.

Our Oblates
They harmonize their private and public

prayers and devotions with the liturgical
seasons and feasts of the year, as Vatican II
recommends.

At the March 15Oblate gathering, Leo Col
lin, Muenster, Ursula Fogen, Humboldt and
Theresa Varga, Muenster made their final
oblation as Oblates. In the afternoon, further
discussion on the meaning of the psalms was
led by Father Albert Ruetz, oblate director.

The guidelines for Oblates of St. Benedict
state:

Oblates strive to be men and women of
prayer.

They highly esteem the holy sacrifice of the
Mass and take an active and intelligent part in
the celebration of the sacred mysteries of the
altar.

They strive each day to pray some part of
the Divine Office or Liturgy of the Hours, as the
circumstances of their lives permit.

They strive to appreciate the beauty and
the spiritual wealth contained in the Psalms
which form the core of the Church's prayer.
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Addresses

Brother William Thurmeier, OSB
Abbazia S. Anselmo
Piazza Cavalieri di Malta, 5
00153Roma, 1talia

Brother Kurt Van Kuren, OSB
st. John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minn.
56321U.S.A.



Brother Anthony Maecke, 74, Saint Martin's Abbey,
Lacey, Washington, died on Jan. 23.

Brother Oblate Alexander Popa, 70, Holy Trinity
Monastery, Butler, Pennsylvania, died on Jan. 23.

Brother Eugene O'Neil, 78, Belmont Abbey, Belmont,
North Carolina, died on Feb. 3.

Upcoming anniversaries
Father Augustine Nenzel, 60th anniversary

of profession, July 17.

Father Edward Benning, 50th anniversary
of ordination of the priesthood (June 6, 1936).

Fathers George Brodner, Martin Brodner
and Philip Loehr, 50th anniversary of religious
profession (July 11, 1936).

Fathers Daniel Muyres and Maurice Weber,
25th anniversary of ordination to the priesthood
(June 10, 1961).

Deceased confreres, relatives
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Father Roger Schoenbechler, 85, St. John's Abbey,
Collegeville, Minnesota, died on Feb. 4.

Father Ignatius McCarty, 79, Saint Leo Abbey, Saint
Leo, Florida, died on Feb. 8.

Father Lancelot Atsch, 76, St. John's Abbey, Col
legeville, Minnesota, died on Feb. 14.

Father Ernest Schultz, 79, Saint Leo Abbey, Saint
Leo, Florida, died on Feb. 22.

Father Terrence Rogan, 72,Saint Vincent Archabbey,
Latrobe, Pennsylvania, died on Feb. 24.

Father Edmund Halsey, 78, St. Mark's Priory, South
Union, Kentucky, died on Mar. 24.

Abbot Bede Luibel, Fifth Abbot of St. Bernard Ab
bey, Cullman, Alabama, died on Mar. 29.

Father Donald Keenen, 53, Saint Vincent Archabbey,
Latarobe, Pennsylvania, died on Mar. 29.

Father Cecil Diethrich, 53, Saint Vincent Archabbey,
Latrobe, Pennsylvania, died on Mar. 30.

Mrs. Eva' Moran, 84, Medicine Hat, Alta., mother
of novice Brother Gerald Moran, died on Mar. 3.

Mrs. Gerarda Vredegoor, 81, Picture Butte, Alta.,
mother of Father Sylvester Vredegoor, died on
Apr. 4.




