
St. Peter’s Abbey
Newsletter

Vol. 43, No. 2                           Winter 2022

By  Abbot Peter Novecosky, OSB

Pope Francis’ 2015 landmark encycli-
cal letter, Laudato Si’ launched discus-
sion and debate worldwide on the topic
of climate change and ecology. The
English title is On Care for our Common
Home.

Five years after issuing his landmark
encyclical, Pope Francis launched the
Laudato Si’ Action Platform. He
described it as a seven-year “journey” to
promote an integral human ecology.
“From the hands of God we have
received a garden, we cannot leave a
desert for our children,” he said.

The monks of St. Peter’s Abbey, like
other religious communities across

Canada, are trying to adjust their life -
style and infrastructure to become
aligned with Pope Francis’ wishes.

The installation of the abbey Solar
Garden in 2021, with its three banks of
236 solar panels, is just one of the latest
attempts to improve our infrastructure to
cut costs and to lower our carbon foot-
print. The 100-kilowatt array is the
largest allowable unit in Saskatchewan
on SaskPower’s Net Metering program
(2021 Abbey Newsletter). The Solar
Garden was completed with the generos-
ity of many like-minded abbey friends. 

The experience of the past year shows
that the four months of winter (Novem -
ber to February) are too cloudy to gener-
ate much electricity but the eight sum-

mer months are much better. In some
months our electrical bill was cut in half.

The abbey also bought a second-hand
Tesla in 2022. The electric car is also
meant to be a money-saving vehicle and
helps reduce our carbon footprint on the
planet. However, we found out our cold
Canadian weather creates problems for
long-distant driving in winter.

While Pope Francis alerted the world
in 2015 about climate change and ecolog-
ical concerns, St. Peter’s Abbey initiated
steps long before the pope’s encyclical to
renovate our infrastructure. The abbey’s
original flat roofs were prone to leakage
and damaged insulation. New pitched 

Continued on page 2

Abbey takes steps to lower its carbon footprint

Sundawg Solar Inc. assembled the solar panels in the summer of 2021.

“Ut In Omnibus Glorificetur Deus.”  
“That in all things may God be glorified.”

(1 Peter 4:11)

“Ora et Labora” 
“Prayer and Work”
(Benedictine Motto)
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Improvements began almost two decades ago
Continued from page 1

roofs with metal roofing replaced all the
flat roofs over the years, beginning in
1982 (Abbey Newsletter, summer, 1982).
New insulation was added — to the com-
fort of the monks and abbey guests.

In 2006 and 2007 improvements
began on the abbey residence. On the
advice of Rob Dumont of Saskatoon,
engineer and ecologist, 10 inches of
insulation was added to the inside of the
abbey walls and its windows replaced.
When the abbey was built in 1963, two

inches of outside insulation was used . . .
and energy was cheap. Rising energy
prices suggested we decrease our heating
bills and cut our costs.

The windows were also out of date and
leaking cold air. The abbey replaced all
original windows with triple-pane win-
dows (Abbey Newsletter, 2006).

Another significant
im  prove ment took place
in 2011. The old heating
system dating back to
1958 was replaced by new
energy-efficient boilers. 

In the last decades the abbey has
replaced its lights with energy-efficient
LED lights. A few of our outside lights
are also powered by solar panels. This is
a good direction to move and we hope to
add more solar lighting..

Pope Francis has outlined his future
hopes in his Action Platform.

Leonard Novecosky helped Br. Wolfgang add insulation
to the abbey walls.A crew of workers installs a double window in the abbey residence.

Pope launches seven-year journey 
Five years after issuing his 2015 landmark encyclical Laudato Si’, Pope Francis launched the Laudato Si’ Action

Platform in 2021.
He described it as a seven-year “journey” to promote an integral human ecology, “From the hands of God we have

received a garden, we cannot leave a desert for our children,” he said.
The pope explained that this “seven-year journey will see our communities committed in different ways to becoming

totally sustainable, in the spirit of integral ecology. I would therefore invite everyone to embark on this journey together,
and in particular I address these seven environments: families - parishes and dioceses - schools and universities - hospitals
- businesses and farms - organisations, groups and movements - religious institutes. Work together. Only in this way will
we be able to create the future we want: a more inclusive, fraternal, peaceful and sustainable world.”

“On a journey that will last for seven years, we will let ourselves be guided by the seven aims of Laudato Si’, which will
show us the direction while we pursue the vision of integral ecology: the response
to the cry of the Earth, the response to the cry of the poor, the ecological economy,
the adoption of a simple way of life, ecological education, ecological spirituality
and community engagement. There is hope. We can all collaborate, each one with
his own culture and experience, each one with her own initiatives and capacities,
so that our mother Earth may be restored to her original beauty and creation may
once again shine according to God’s plan. God bless each one of you, and bless our
mission to rebuild our common home.”
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2022

Aug. 8 – Martin Nguyen of
Vietnam passed his English
test enabling him to apply for
a job as cook at the abbey.

– Van Truc Nguyen
received his Permanent
Residency papers to stay in
Canada as a worker. He start-
ed work in the abbey kitchen
last August.

Aug. 13 – We received 3.1
inches of rain overnight and
avoided the hail that other
regions received.

Aug. 21 – Br. Pierre and Br.
Denys came down with

Covid-19 and had to isolate
themselves.

Aug. 22 – Heidi Wagner
began work as cook in the
abbey kitchen.

Aug. 26 – The Mount Carmel
Committee joined the monks
for Vespers and supper. They
met to evaluate this year’s
Mount Carmel Pilgrimage.

Aug. 31 – Br. Denys flew to
St. John’s Abbey to continue
his second year of theology
studies.

Sept. 1 – Potato picking started

Continued on page 4

People and events around the abbey

The saskatoon bushes at the abbey were “slim picking” this
summer, so the monks got a few pails fulls from Ed and Isabel
Brockmeier’s farm in early August.

Br. Kurt led the crew in picking potatoes Sept. 1. He kept the patch bug- and weed-free all summer. 

The trees west of the gym were cleared this summer, to clear
space for parking near the gym and arena.

The heavy rain in mid-August caused this tree to fall on the road
to the cemetery.
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Continued from page 3

today. Br. Kurt cleaned the patch of bugs
and weeds regularly this summer.

Sept. 6 – Fr. Cosmas took up residence
at Our Lady of Czestochowa Parish in
Saskatoon.

Sept. 13 – Abbot Peter flew to
Vancouver to attend the blessing of
Abbot Alban Riley of Westminster
Abbey, Mission, B.C.

Sept. 22 – Fr. Richard flew to Moncton
to attend ATRI, the annual meeting of
treasurers of religious communities. Br.
Anthony flew to Toronto to attend a
Memorial Mass for a relative who died
last year.

Sept. 24 – St. Peter’s College had their
annual Awards Day where more than
$88,000 was given out in scholarships
and bursaries.

Sept. 25-29 – Abbot Peter attended the
annual plenary of the Catholic bishops

of Canada at Cornwall, Ont. He visited
Vincent Nguyen and Lydia and girls at
St. Catherine’s after the meeting.

Oct. 7 – Archbishop Albert LeGatt of
St. Boniface joined the community for
dinner while visiting relatives in the
area.

Oct. 8 – Mary Ann Gerwing and family
stayed at the abbey guest wing while
they buried the ashes of Daniel Gerwing
at St. Scholastica Church. Daniel was a
former member of our community.

Oct. 15 – The first in-person Oblate Day
was held after two years of Covid-19
restrictions.

Oct. 29 – Abbot Peter spoke on prayer
and discernment at the Prince Albert
diocesan council.

People and events around the abbey

Fr. Richard attended the annual meeting of treasurers of religious communities in
Moncton, N.B., Sept. 22.

Abbot Peter had supper Aug. 17 with former Riders football coach Ken Miller and
his wife, Maureen, at the residence of Fr. Tony Dizy of Regina.

Abbot Peter attended the annual meeting
of the Canadian Conference of Catholic
Bishops in Cornwall, Ont., from Sept.
26-29. He goes as secretary of the bish-
ops of Western Canada.

Abbot Peter attended the abbatial bless-
ing of Abbot Alban Riley of Westminster
Abbey in Mission, B.C., Sept. 14.
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More than $88,000 in scholarships and bursaries was awarded on Sept. 24 at St  Peter’s College awards day. Among the staff
and professors, families and friends that were present were Brothers Kurt and Benedict.

Several guests joined the monastic community on Thanksgiving
Day, Oct. 10, for a festive dinner.

A display outside the Abbey church reminded everyone that we
are celebrating Thanksgiving weekend Oct. 10.



Continued from page 5

Nov. 5 – A major snowstorm
blew into the province this
weekend, closing down many
of the highways in southern
and central Saskatchewan.

Nov. 11 – Vincent and Lydia
Nguyen family invited the
community to a House -
warming party in their new
house in Humboldt.

Nov. 13 – A new 4th degree
Knights of Columbus class
exemplified in Humboldt was
named after Fr. Paul Paproski,
OSB. There were 16 members
in the class. Abbot Peter
attended to give a history of
Fr. Paul. Fr. Paul was in -
volved with the Knights for
many years.

Nov. 18 – The guestwing
welcomed the Ukrainian
Youth group for a weekend
retreat.

The Saskatchewan
Eparchy Youth spent a retreat
weekend at St. Peter’s Abbey
Nov. 18-20. Part of their
activities included learning
how to make pasta from
scratch from Chef Alex
Wilson.

Nov. 19 – Bill Thurmeier
came to tune up the abbey
church organ with the help of
Br. Benedict.

– St. Peter’s College
sponsored an Open House.
Br. Kurt was one of the pre-
senters to the students and
parents.
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People and events around the abbey

During their weekend at the abbey Nov. 18-20, the Saskatchewan Eparchy youth learned how to make pasta from Chef Alex
Wilson, former abbey cook.

Ruth Wilson of Humboldt became a Benedictine Oblate Oct. 15.
It was the first time the Oblates got together after two years of
restrictions.
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The pictures of all our deceased monks were displayed in church during November,
the month for praying for the dead.

Abbey bookkeeper, Anna Nguyen, and her husband, Paul, and family who just arrived from Vietnam, joined the community for
supper Dec. 2.

Fr. Lawrence started part-time work in
spiritual care Dec. 6 at the Humboldt
and District Hospital.
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Continued from page 7

Nov. 22 – Anna Nguyen flew back to
Vietnam to accompany the rest of her
family to come to Canada. They arrived
Dec. 2.

Nov. 23 – Leo Menezes of Hudson Bay
visited the abbey to discern his vocation.

Dec. 1 – The community watched a
video by Archbishop Bolen on this sum-
mers’s papal visit and the pope’s apology
to resident school survivors. 

Dec. 2 – Fr. Demetrius received Audrey
Tumback of Humboldt as a Benedictine
Oblate in a private ceremony in her resi-
dence.

Anna Nguyen arrived at the
abbey with her family from Vietnam. It
was quite a change in temperature for
them – from +27C to -27C. She and her
family joined the monks for supper that
evening.

Dec. 6 – Fr. Lawrence started work in
spiritual care at Humboldt and District
Hospital.

People and events around the abbey

Audrey Tumback was accepted as a Benedictine Oblate candidate by Fr. Demetrius
at her home in Humboldt Dec. 7.

Fr. Daniel celebrated his 88th birthday
Jan. 14. The oldest monk at St. Peter’s
Abbey, Fr. Daniel cuts his birthday cake
during supper.

An Advent wreath in the abbey dining room marked the beginning of the Advent sea-
son Nov. 27.
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Abbot Peter was among the recipients of the Queen Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee Medal at a ceremony in Humboldt Dec. 19.
He is with Lieutenant Governor Russ Mirasty and MLA Donna Harpauer.

The monks gathered with the Abbey staff on the afternoon of Dec. 21 for a Christmas party.
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Continued from page 9

Dec. 10 – Geoff Bennetto returned to the
abbey after an absence of 8 months to
continue life as a candidate.

Dec. 19 – Abbot Peter was among the
recipients of the Queen  Elizabeth II
Plati num Jubilee Medal at a ceremony in
Humboldt.

Dec. 21 – The monks joined the staff for
a Christmas afternoon get-together.

Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve Mass had two
carols sung in Vietnamese. The Mass
was followed by lunch — for the first
time since the Covid pandemic.

Dec. 27 – Br. Denys returned from his
studies at St. John’s. His plane was late
and the roads were impassable. He
stayed with Fr. Cosmas in Saskatoon and
they returned to the abbey Dec. 29.

Continued on page 11

People and events around the abbey

Asim Saleen and his family joined the monks for prayer and supper Jan. 23. They arrived a month ago from Pakistan to work at
the college.

Br. Anthony and Abbot Peter celebrated the Vietnamese New Year in Saskatoon Jan.
22. It is the Year of the Cat.
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Dec. 27 – Anna Nguyen and her hus-
band, Paul, and family invited the monks
and friends to their home at St. Peter’s
Abbey for a Vietnamese noon meal.

2023

Jan. 1 – The monks were joined by a
dozen visitors for the midnight prayer
service at the abbey church to “pray in”
the new year.

Jan. 2 – Nguyen Van Truc left his job as
a cook at the abbey and went to work in
Regina. He started working in the
abbey kitchen in August 2021 and
acquired his Permanent Residency a
year later.

Jan. 4 – Br. Pierre contracted double
pneumonia and was taken to the hospital
in Humboldt, then to Saskatoon RUH.
He returned Jan. 22.

Jan. 6 – Br. Denys flew to St. John’s
Abbey to continue his studies in theolo-
gy.

Jan. 22 – Abbot Peter, Br. Anthony and
Lydia and her two daughters celebrated
Vietnamese New Year’s in Saskatoon.

Jan. 23 – Asim Saleen and his family

joined the monks for prayer and supper.
They lived in Scholastica Residence dur-
ing January and will move to Humboldt,

beginning in February. Asim was recent-
ly hired by St. Peter’s College as its
Information Technology personnel.

Abbot Peter visited former Vietnamese employees Anna and Francis, now living in London, Ont., on Oct. 1, after the meeting of
the Conference of Canadian Bishops.

Br. Basil was kept busy this winter clearing snow from our roads and parking lots.
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Donations and Bequests
We seek to provide prophetic witness through a monastic lifestyle

of prayer and work that gives priority to the praise of God. We
embrace service to God's People through hospitality to guests, involve-
ment in parish ministry, education and sustainable agriculture.
(Mission Statement)

Please remember the monks of St. Peter’s Abbey when consid-
ering making donations to charities or bequests.

Donations will help, in particular, towards helping us finance
needed improvements to our infrastructure, promoting vocations
and providing for the needs of our elderly.   

Donations can be sent to: St. Peter’s Abbey, Box 10, Muenster,
SK, S0K-2Y0 or e-transfer to: businessoffice@stpeters.sk.ca

Tax receipts will be issued for donations.  
For credit card donations please visit either:

canadahelps.org and search
Order of St. Benedict 

or www.stpetersabbey.ca and
click on the Donate Now
button on the right hand side
of the page.

Our Vietnamese friends sang some hymns in Vietnamese at our Christmas Eve Mass.

A beautiful German-crafted clock has been repaired
to keep proper time again. It had originally belonged
to the Sisters of St. Elizabeth.

Published and printed by the Benedictine
community of St. Peter’s Abbey, Muenster,
Saskatchewan.

Edited by: Abbot Peter
Novecosky, OSB


